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4 
the Corception, Nativity, e x 
Temptation, Preaching, Miracles, Paſkon, 
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"READER. 


HH Z whole Duty of Man is ts - 
Wil fear Gad, and to keep his Com. 
mandments, and the Principal 
Me | Degn of his Creation, is, 
LINER {at be may glorify God upon 
Poo Erb, and by the Merits and 


f | may enjoy 


+ 
Eiernal Hloppiſs in ths Preſence f. 
Cod, in the Werld io come, wherein is fulneſi of 


Foy, and at whoſe right Hand are Pleaſures for 
evermore. To attain thi 


Everlaſting Inheritance, 
it is abſolgtely neceſſary to acquaint our ſelves”: 
with God, and our Bleſſed Saviour, to be 
fully perſtaded of the Truth of 3 
of Feſus, and the certainly of his _ | 
Meſſiah, promiſed io the Patriarebs and . 


the fulneſs of Time made his Appearance for the 
Salvation of all that fincerely believe in bim 
and walk in obedience to his Holy Precepts and 
 Dotirines. This ſmall tract is deſigned for the 
Purpoſes aforenamed,that all true Chriſtians may 
know in whom they have believed. For which: 
mnay undeniable Arguments andConfiderations arg 

A 3 advanced, 


To he READER. 


edvanced, which may be comprehended by the 
| meaneſt Underſtanding, and may put to filence ſuch 
abandoned Wrelcbes as deny the Lord that 
bought them ;, tobo being reſolved to continue in 
| 4 Courſe of Prophaneneſ; and Irreligion, endea- 
| vour to harden their Conſciences, and perſuade 


themſelves that there is no God, nor future 
State of Runiſhment, becauſe they defire it may 
be ſo. 1 have alſo added the Lives of the ho- 
þ Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, with their Mar- 
| hang. tor preaching and publiſhing the good 
tydings of Salvation ta the barbarous Nations, 
with ſuch mighty Succeſs, that thouſands were 
converted, and afterward ſuffered Death for 
| the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and aſſerting the 
imb and Certainty of the Chriftian Religion, 


ten for aur Inftruttion, and may. ſo fortifie us, 
that it may nat be in the power of thoſe Deceiv- 
ers who are abroad in the World to weaken our 
* Faith and Confidence in the Mercy of Gad, and 
the Merits of our Bleſſed Saviour, that we 
all at laſt attain Everlaſting Lite and Hap- 
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aa all its Oppofers : Theſe things are writ- 
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Of our Bieſſ.d Saviovuk 


i JESUS CHRIST: 


T is undeniable that through the. whole Body of 
| the Oli T:flament, the Fews had promiſed u 
. Meffiah, the fame that we call Chriſt, ora 

= anointed and ſent from God, to be a-Saviour, a 
Redeemer, a Pacifier of God's Wrath, a Mediator he. 
tween God and Man, a Satisfier for the Sins and Ofen- 
ces of the whole World, a Reftorer of our In 
Icſt in Paradiſe, a Mafter, and Inſtructer, a Law. giver, 


4 
. 


7 


. 


| a Spiritual and Eternal King, and ſhould fit, and rule, 


and reign in our Hearts, to co:quer the Power and I- 


ranny of Satan, the Enemy of Mankind, whoovercame 
our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, and never ceaſeth to aſſail 
us with his Temp ations. For the firſt Coverant that 
ever God made with his Temptations. For the firit 
Covenant that ever God made with Man, was, In the 
+ _ - Day thou eateſt of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, thou ſhalt ſurely dye. 

This Cove ant being b. ollen by our comman Progeni- 
R 44 —— 
he | * 


1 * Iz 


tor, 
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tor, he received Judgment accordingly, but with this 


benign Promiſe: That the Seed of the Woman, ſhould 
22 Serpent's Head, who bad beguiled them, and 
he ſhould lye in wait to hurt the Heel of Mankind: 
That is, the Time ſhould come, when one ſhall proceed 


out of the Seed cf the Woman, who ſhall _— 


Death and Sin, the Weapons of the Devil, and 
make void all his Temptations, and Trample them un- 
der his Feet, and this ſt all be Chriſt, the M. u, of the 
VWer'd, 

For whatſoe rer the latter Fes dreamt, That the 
Meas ſhould ſet up a Temporal Kingdom, and reſtore 
them to their Country and former Government: It is 
evident the Ancicnt Rabbies of that Nation, in the old 
Chaldee Paraphraſe, ca led the Feruſelem Targum, ap- 
ply theſe Words, That the Devil that deceived Adam, 
ſaying, Mark ind has an infaliable and preſent Remedy 
Fo. thee, O Satan! For the Time will come that 
© they ſhall tread thee down with their Heels, by the 
* he'p of the Me/ias who ſhall be their King. 

The very ſame Promiſe is ſeveral T imes 
eſtabliſhed o 4braham, who lived near two 


ted and 
houſand 
Years after dam, and again to //aac his Son after him, 


Ger. 12 18, 22 In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of 
the E rth be blefſ:d, which had been a ſmall BenediQi- 
on to Abraham, or to the Foavs after him, (that never 
Actually faw the AA.] if he had been a Temporal 
King over the Fewws only: And a much leſs to 
the Geniile World, if he was to ſubdue and deltroy all 
th t would not ſubmit to tie 7eauyh Conflitution. 


But Tacob prophecieth plainly at his Dggth, of the 


coming of Chriſt, in theſe Words; The Scepter ſhall 
not depart from Judab, nor a Law-giver from between 
his Feet till SH, or the Maia come, ard to him ſhall 
the boring of the People be Which latter Words the 
forenamed 


until Cbrit and the Mea, come, who is the expeſtat*- 
on of II Nations, Now i he be the Hope and Expecta- 


ba late Paraphraſe, ard the great One, 
(doth of ſingular Authority among the Fews) interpret 


* 


__ 


| J 
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tion of the Ferus, as well as Gentile, then can he not be 

a Temporal Kirg to deſtroy the Gentiles, as the late 

Jeu imagine: But a Spiritual King to reign over them 

and to bring in ſubjection their Spiritual Enemies, name» 

Ieh the World, the r leſh and the Devil, as all true Chri- 

itia,5 believe. 

But to leave this Controverſy with the latter Rabbies, 
and to proceed to ſhew that Chriſt was foretold and pro- 
miſed to the Fervs: It is to be obſerved, thut a ter the 
Death of Facts, little is recorded of the Doings of the 
Fewws, during the Four hundred Years th:t they were 
in Bondage in Ægypt; yet that Nation have a Tradition, 
that as ſoon as they were delivered out of that Slavery, 
and come into the Wi'dernets, in their Travels toward 

the Land of Canaan; the three Sons of Koran, Mir, 

E /ianah, ard Abiaſatb mentioned in Exodus 6. and in 

other Places; compoſed divers Sor gs and Pſalms in tha 

$ Praiſe and expectation of the Mei to come, and the © 

Holy Men of that Time folaced themſelves with ſing ng 
of the ſame ; ard thu King David afterward in the Se- 
cord Part of his Pſalms, ſram the 45, to the 87 Pfalm,” | 
collected moſt of theſe old Songs together, as they now 
Rand. ; 

1 Mojes like wiſe prophecied cf Chriſt, Deut. 18. 17 
The Lord thy Ged wili raiſe up unto ttee a Prophet, from 
the midit of thee. of thy Brethren, bke unto me, anto him 
ye ſhall hearken in all Things whatſoever, he shall fay 
unto you; and it ſhall come to pa's, that (very Sovt that ' 

4 will not hear that I. phet, ſhall be deftrozed rom à· 

* < - 


— 


mong the People, Deut 18. A#s 3 which Woras C:n- 

rot be underitcod of any Prophet that ever lived af.er 

2 among the Jener, as is maniſeſt by what de 
oly Ghoſt ſays of him: And there aroſe not a Prophet 
ſince in [/rae/ ike umo Moſes, whom the: Lord knew Face 
| to. Face, Deut. 34. 3 
_ David who lived about Four hundred-Years after Mo-. 
| ſexy a Man after God's own Heart, and the firſt King of 
Judgb, gui of wh ch Tribe and whoſe Linage the A, 
fas was (to come, bad this * more plainly * 


| 4 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
ed to him than io any before him: For he was affured 
that Chrilt ſhould be bor i cf that Steck, as God had 
pronuſed him by the Prophet Nathan, fayirg, thy Seed 
will 1 eitabliſh for ever, and build up thy Throne to all 
Gererations; for I have mad: a Covenant with my Cho- 
ſen, and have ſworn to David my Servant; Wich 
Words the latter 7ews apply to King & mon, and may 
in ſome Senſe be t:ue, ſince So.omon was a Type 
of Chriſt to com e, but cannct be verified in him, whoſe 
earthly Kingdom was rent and divided by Jeroboam, 
and muſt therefor be underſtood of an Eternal King, 
which ſhould ariſe out of Dawta's Seed; and therefore 
it is fa'd in Palm 2. Thou art my Son, this Day have I 
begotten thee, I will give thee the Heathen for thy Inhe- 
ritance, and the utmoit Parts of the Earth for thine Poſ- 
{effiov : which was never fulfil.”d in Se/omon, nor in a- 
ny other Temporal King after him. And much leſs what 
is written in Palm 72. He ſhall reign from Sea to Sea, 
Ind from the Rivers to the End of the Earth. All 
Kings ſhall fall down before him; all Nations ſhall 
Worſhip him. His Name ſhall endure for eyer, as long 
as the Sun, and all Nations ſhall call hm Bleſſed. All 
theſe Promiſes and Expreſſions, can never be applied to 
any but Jeſus Chriſt alone 


his Seed, is repeated after his Death by many of his 
Prophets, particularly by Jeremiah, ch. 23. Behold 
1 come, faith the Lord, that 1 will raiſe unto 

id a righteous Branch, and a King ſhall r-ign and 
proſper, and this is his Name whereby h ſhall be call d, 
THE LORD OURRIGHTEOU $- 
NESS: All this was ſpoken of David's Seed, above 
= Four hundred Years after his Death. 


F | 


Exze4. 34- I will ave my Fleck, and they ſhall-be'no 


1 
| 
Ye 


tall te their Shephe. d, and a Prince among them, * 


> 


This Promiſe made to David fer Chriſt to come of 


Ezeiiel likewiſe, wto was Contemporary with Fere- 
miah, calls the Meſias by the Name of David himſelf; 


= more a Prey. And I will fet up one Shepherd over them 
WF and te ſhall feed them, even my Servant David, and he 
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he hall feed them: Which words both Ch; iſt ans, and 
the Modern eus in the Talmud, confeſs to be meant 


of the M. iat, and w: believe to be fore: old of Chrit ; 
David being Four hundred Vers before, and could not 


* 


= come agun to govern and fecd the People of God. 


2 * —— —— — ũ— — 


Jaiab, the Prophet, who lived above One hurdred 
Years before Jeremiah or Exekicl, had p' ain and 
eminent Diſcoveries of the M, in the 49, 50, 51, 
52, 53 Chapters of that Prophecy; wherein he ſays, 
That Chri i b ing ſent ta the Jau, he complains of 
them; and that he is ſent unto the Gertiles with graci- 
dus Promiſes He ſhes that the Occaſion of the Teas 
; being caſt off, is not to be impured to the Meſias, he 


{ having Ability to ſave, by his Obedience in that Work, 


and by his Confidence of God's Aſſiſt:nce, Chrilt there 


| periu deth his Church to believe his free Redemption: 


| before Hrggai, Zachary, or Malachi, who were tha p 


to receive the Miniſters thereof; to Joy in the Power 
thereof, and that his Kingdom ſhall be ex led. The 
Prophet alfa complains of the Ircredulity of the People, 
excuſeth the Scandal of tue Crof:, by the Benefit of 
Chritt's Pa ſſion, and the good Succeſs therecf, the ſam: 
Prophet purt calarly expreſſes the Graces and Divin: 
; Propertics of Chriſt, as that he ſhall for ever overthrow 
| and dettroy Death; he ſhall open the Eyes of the Blind, 
and the Lars of the Deaf, te ſhall not cry nor contend, 
nor ſhall acc-pt the Per ſon of any Man, but in Truth be 
| * ſhall bring forth ruth in Righteouſneſs. And Daniel 
lived in the end of the Captivity of Ba!y/on, ſome tim 


, 


= lait Prophets that ever flouriſhed among the Jenes, al- 
moſt Five hundred Yeirz before the comicg of Chriſt; 
ſpeaks pizinly of his bing cat off, ard pat to Death, 


33 


; 
8 and Prophecies. 


Dan. 9. Ani to inſiſt epon no mere, the whole Scrip- 
ture centers in this one Point, to foetel and maniſeſt 
Chriſt to be the M. t, by Signs, Figures, Parables 


But to be more particular in the * of his 
mome tous ani fundameutal Truth ; That this leſus 
' of whom the ſour Evangelilts treat, is the true 2 'F 


© The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


let us compare the Chriſtian Goſpel, which the Jeww- 
:þ Law; or the Hiſtories of Chriit under the One, wich 
the Prophecies of the Me/ias urde: the other; and 
thence conclude, That if u hatſo ver was foretold con- 
cerning the Me/fias, was fulfilled in this Jeſus Chriſt; 
then he was undoubtedly the Ae i, who was to ct me 
into the World for the Salvation of Markind; to make 
which Compariſon the more exact, Let os run through 
the ſeveral Circumſtances, that attended his Birth, Life,, 
Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and obſerve how 
punctually the Prophecies of them were fulfilled in e- 
very particular. 

And Firſt, for the Birth of the Meſias; the Law 
farh, he was to be born of the Seed of Al rabam, Gen. 
22. 18. and David, 2 Sam. 7. 12 and of the Seed of 
Fefſe, Iſaiah 11. 1. From whence, he is frequently 

ed by the Fexws, The Son of David The Goſpel 
faith, Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of Dawid, the Son of 
Abraham, Matt. 1 2. The Law, That he was to be 
born of a Virgin, J. 7. 14. The Goſpel, That Mary 
a Virgin, brought forth this Jeſus, Mat. 1. 18. Luke, 
1. 17, 31, 35, Chap. 2. 5. 6 7. The Law, That he 
was io be bcrn at Bethlehem Ephratuh, Mich. 5. 2. 
The Goſpel, that this Jeſus was born there, Maze 11. 
1. Eule 4, 5, 6. The Law fays, That he was to be 
ht cut of Zgypr, Ho/ea 11. 1. The Goſpel 
That ſeſus was called thence, Matt. 11. 19 20, The 
. that one ſhould go before the Me ſias, Mal. 3 5. 
d ſhould cry in the Wilderreſs, Iaiahb 11. 3. The 


. Goſpel, that J Baptiit did fo before Chriſt, Matt. 


1 „ 1, 3. Mark i, 2, 3 The Law, That the Me/fas 
1 Bou preach the Doctrine of Salvation in Galille, who 
fitting before in Darkneſs, ſhould fee great Light, Ja. 
9. L, 2. The Goſpel, That Jeſus did fc, Maze. 18. 
12, 23 The Law, That in the Days of che Me/{fas, 
we Eyes of the Blind ſhould de opened, and the Ears of 
the De:fſhould be ugſtopped, the Lame leap, and tie 


= Tongue of the Dumb ſing. %. 35, 5. The Goſpel, that 


it was-{@ in the Days of jeſus Chriſt, Mair; 4. 23 and, 
chap. 11. 55 | But 


— 


17 


— 
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But for all theſe Wonders and Miracles, the I aw 
faith, They ſhould hear, but not und erſtand, and ſee, yet 
not perceive, 1/a, 6. 9. And the Goſpel, that ſecing 
they did not fee, and hearing they did heat, nor yet 
uncerſtand, Matt 13. 13 The Law, That he ſhould 
be deſpiſed ard rejected of Men, a Man of Sorrows, ard 
acquainted with Gricf, Ja. 53 2. The Goſpel, that 
Jeſus Chriſt had not where to lay his Head, Marr. 8. 
20. His Soul was excecding Sorrow ful, even unto Death, 
Matt. 26 38. Yea, he was in an Agony, and his Sweat 
was as Drops of Blood, Late 22. 24. So well was he 
acquainted with Grief. The Law ſays, that he ſhould 
ride into Jeruſalem upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt, the 
Foal of an Aſs, Zech 11. 9. And the Goſpel, That 
Jeſus Chriſt as he was going to Feruſalem, having fourd 
an Aſs, ſet thereon, John 12. 14. Matt. 21. 6. At 
which Time the Law faith, The People ſhou'd cry, Ho- 


 Jannah: Bleſſed is he that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord, P/a/m 118. 26. The Goſpel, That they did ſo 


to Chriſt, Matt. 21. g. The Law foretels, that one of 


his own familiar Friends, in whom he trufted, which . 


did eat of his Bread ; did betray kim into the Hands of 
the Tews, Matt. 26. 47. Luke 22. 46 The Law, that 
te ſhould be prized at, and fold for thirty x ĩeces of Sil- 


ver, with which ſhould be bought the Potter's Field, Zech. 


11, 12, 13 The Goſpel, That they covenanged with 
Judas, to bc:tray Jetus for thirty pieces of ver, Mat. 
26. 15. With which they afterward bought the Potter's 
Field, Chap, 27. 7. The Law, that he ſhould be num- 
bred amcng Tranigreſſors, Ja. 53. 12. be Goſpel, 


That Jeſus Chriſt was crucified between two Thicves, 
Mark 15. 27. Matt. 27. 38. The Law, That he 


ſhould be wounded and bruiſed, Ja. 53. 5. The Goſ- 
pel, Tha: they ſcourged Jeſus, Matt. 32. 20 and ſinote 


him, Mark 15. 19. The-Law faith They ſhould. 


Pierce his Hard and Feet, Palm 22. 19. Zech 12. 10. 


'The Goſpel, That they crucifie.! Jeſus, Maw 27 35. 

Luke 23. Whereby they uſed to pierce the Hands ard 

Feet of thoſe that were put to this Death, arg! nw! them 
0 


| 


| 


© ſhould be crucified, yet God would not leave his Soul in 


8 
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to the Croſs: But tho” they ſhould pierce his Fleſh, yet 
the Law faith, they ſhould not breal: his Bones, no, not 
one of them, E-24 12 46 Numb g 13. Pan 3x. 
20. The Goipe', that they brace not the Legs of Chriit, 
Fon 19. 33. 35 The Law, tau they ſhould ee him, 
ſhould laugh hin to fern, ſhoot out their Lip+, and ſhake 
their Heads, ſaying, he :rittcd in the Lord, that he 
would deliver him: Let bim deliver him, ſ:eing he de- 
lighted in him P/al. 22. 8. The Goſpel, th: the 
Scribes and Phariſees did ſo by Chriſt, Matt. 27. 42. 43. 
The Law faith, they ſhou d give hm Gall fer Meat, 
and Vinegar to drink. P/. 49 21. And tie Goſpel, 
That they give Chriſt Vinegar to drink, mingled with 
Gall. Matt. 27 3+ 48. The Low, that they ſhoald 
part his Garments among them, and caſt Lots upon his 
Veſture, yal. 22. 19. The Goſpel, that they parted 
Jeſus Garmen's among them, and ct Lots, Matt. 27. 
35. John 19. 23. Mark 15. 24. 

And as Br the Time of this Jeſus coming into the 


World; it is certain that he cime before the ſecond 


Temple was demoliſhed, for it is ſaid, that he went in- 
to the Temple, Matt. 19. 45. yea, he h mſelf taught 
daily in it, ver. 47. By which means the Glory of tha 
ſecond Temple, was greater than the Glory of the Firſt, 
according to the Prophecy of Hag. 11. 9. Ard as for 
Jacob's Prophecy, that the Scepter ſhould not depart 
from Judah, nor the Law-giver, till S, or the Me/- 
fias ſhould come, Gen. 49 10. It is certain that it did 


- notdepart from Judah, till Herod was by uguſtus and 


the Senate of Rome, made King of Fudra, in whoſe 
Days this Jeſus was born Matt. 11. 2. £uke 1, 5, 
Ard fo Danis i's ſeventy Weeks, or four hundred and 
ninety Years, did exatily reach unto, ard were deter 
mined in the Days of this Jeſus, as might exfily be de- 


- monltrated. So that all the old Prophecies —_ 


the Time of the Mas coming, are pe. ſedly fulfil 
in this Jeſus of NKareth. | 
Furthermore, the Law faith, that tho' the Meas 


Hell, 
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Hell, nor ſuffer his Holy One to ſee Cotrupt on, P/al. 16. 
10. And that, when God ſhould make his Soul a Sa- 
crifice for Sin; he ſhould ſee his Seed, and prolorg his 
; Days, I/aiah 53 10. which plainly impliez, that tho” 
- 7 he Mas ſhould die, yet he ſhouid rife again, and 
th:t within a few Days too, otherwiſe he would have 
{en Corruption. Now the Goſpel ſays, that this Je- 
fus roſe from the Dead, Matt 28 6. Luke 24. 6. and 
th-t he was ſcen of feveral after his Reſurrection, as of 
Mary Magdalen, Matt. 28. 9. of the eleven Diſciples, 
ver. 16. 17. 18. Mark 16 14. of the Two that were 
' goirg to Emmaus, Luke 24 13, 14. 15. of Simon 
Peter alone, ver. 24. ard of all the Diſciples gathered 
| together, the Doors being ſhut, John 20. 16. And to 
be fare that it was himſelf, and not an Apparition; Tho- 
mas, ore of the twelve, thruſt his Hands into his Side, 
and found it Fleſh and Blood indeed, and he did eat 
and drink before them, Luke 24. 43- which it is im- 
poſſible tt at a Spirit ſhould do. He was ſeen of Peter 
and Jobn, and other Diſciples, whilſt they were fiſhing 
' ard eat and drink with them, Jobn 21. Ot five hundred 
\ + Prethren at once, and of Paul himſelf, 1 Gr. 15. 6. 
Neither did he lye ſo long as to fee Corruption, for ke 
was buried but the Day before the Sabbath, Mart 15. 
42. and roſe the Day after, Chap. 16. 1. 
Again, Jeſus was not only to riſe again, but the Law 
ſaith, he was to aſcend on High, to lead Captivity Cap- 
tive, and to give Gifts unto Men, Pal 16. 18, Now 
\ this cannot but be an undoub'ed Character of the Meta: 
ot only to riſe from the Dead, but to aſcend up on 
| Heaven, and thence to diſpeiſe his Gifts among the 
Children of Men, and that Chriſt did fo, is evident from 
the Goſpel; for after he had ſpoken with them, He 
was received up into Heaven, and the: e ſat on the ght 
land of Ged, Matr. 16. 19. Luke 24. 4t. He ve 
-+ ſech Gifts to Men, as that his Diſciples of a ſudden, 
were enabled to ſpeak all manner cf Languages, Act 
2 $8. To work many Signs and Wonders, Chap. 5. 12. 
To heal all manner of Diſeaſes, ver. 15, 16. "_ 
| . W. 
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with a Word ſpeaking, to cure a Man lame from his 
Mother's Womb, Chap. 3. 6 7. 

. Theſe Conſiderations ſerm ta make the Goſpel a per- 
fet Tranſcript of the Law, aid the Hiſtories of Jeſus 
are nothing elſe but the Propheci's of Chriſt turn'd in- 
to an Hiſtory ; and certainly the Piety of his Lite, the 
Purity of his Doctrines, and his miraculous Works, are 
a further Confirmation of the Truth of what is here re- 
lated : For the Miracles that he wrought, as the healing 
the Sick with a Word of his Mouth, raiſing the dead: 
feeding ſo many Thouſards wich five Loaves and the 
like, were ſo powerful and convincing, that his very 
Enemies who would not believe him to be the Meſtas, 
could ſcarce deny him to be a God, as Je pbus, the 
Jau Hiſtorian teftifies in his Antiquities, Lib. 18. 
Chap. 4. And it is a Teret to this Day among ſome 
of them, that the Miracles which Jeſus did, were not 
the Delufions or Juggles of Satan, but real Miracles, 
wrought as they pretend by the Virtue of the Name of 
God, Fehrwoah, which they ſay Jeſus got out of the | 
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Temple; whereby it is plain that they acknowledged 
God, to be the Author of them, which doubtleſs could 
not he, unleſs they were agreeable to his Will, and for 
the Glory of his Name. e | 
Neither was the Doctrine of the Goſpel only efta- 
bliſhed at the firſt, but propaga'ed afterward by Mira- 
cles, that a Doctrine ſo much contrary to Fleſh and 
Blood, as propoſing nothing in his Lite, but that the 
Proſeſſors of it ſhould have Troubles in this World, 
ſhould be as ſheep among Wolves, fhould be perſecuted, 
impriſoned, ſcourged, put to Death, ard be hated of all 
Men for their Matter's fake ; and this Doarine propa- 
gated by a Company of ſimple illiterate Men, who had 
neither Power to force, nor Elcquence to perſuade Men 
to the Belief of it, or embracing it; that yet ſuch Per- 
ſons as theſe were, ſhould ever make any of the Jus, 
who expected a King for their Me ab, to advance them 
to Temporal Dignities, to believe th:t this Jeſus whom 
themſelves , ſcourged and crucified at Feru/ak m, bug 
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th*t Perſon, or that they ſhould be able to propagate the 
Goſpel among the Gentiles alſo, who neither believed 
in the true God, nor expected any thing of a Meas to 
come and Redeem them: Yet this they did, and 
brought over not only many People, but whole Nations, 
ard Countries to the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, ſpreadin 

this moſt Holy Doctrine amongſt the mott barbarous — 
finfal People in the World, Maugre all the Oppoſition 


that the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil could make 


againſt it 

Now ro Man that exerciſeth his Reaſon, can imagine 
that they did all th's purely by their own Strength, nor 
that theſe wonderful Effects could ever have been pro- 
duced by ary thing lefs than the Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Fai:hfulneſs of their Lord and Maſter, whoſe Ser- 
vice they were ingaged in, end who promiſed to be with 
them to the End of the World, Matt. 23. 20 Doubdlefs 
it was nothing elſe but the Spirit of the moſt high God, 
that aſſiſted them, and accompanied the Word they 
hed ; otherwiſe it could never have made ſuch a 
eep Impreſſion upon the Hearts of them that heard it, 

as not only to command their Attentions, but to hinder 
them from reſiſting (when they ſtrove and endeavoured 


to do it) that Power and Authority by which the Diſ- 


ciples ſpake. 
So that it is evident, that all the Books of the Antient 
Law, which all thoſe which have been received into the 
Canon of the Scripture:, by the Church of God ſince 
the coming of Chrift, which we call the New Teſla- 
ment, (which teſtify the Truth of the Divinity of our 
Saviour) I ſay, that all thoſe Books from the — 
of Gene/is, to the end of the Revelations, are inde 
the Wort of the Ftcf al, dated by his own Spi- 
rit, to ſuch a himſelf wis pleuſed to employ in the 
Writirg of them, and that they contain in them a per- 
ſect Rule of Faitt and Manner ; pon the due Obſer- 
vance of which no Man can tail of worſhipping ard ſer- 
ving God in ſuch a Manner, as will be acceptable to him 
here, and injoying hereaficr thoſe exceeding great and 
f precious 
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precious Promiſes, that he has reſerved in Heaven for 
ſuch as do fo. 
And as tothe Time cf the comirg of the Meal, it 
is evident, that about One thouſadd fix hundred Years 
ago, the Jaws did generally exrect it, and that many 
did pretend to be the Perſon, as on: Bur-cozbah, at 
this Time dec'aring himſelf to be the Man ; almoſt all 
the whole Nation unanimouſly joyned themſclves to him, 
inſomuch that the Favs report, the e were no leſs than 
Four or five hundred thouſand of ti.em ſain by the EM- 
peror 4 ian, in the City Bitter, all fighticg in Defence 
of th's Counterfeit Mefiah, many others likewiſe pre- 
tend to be he, and ſome to this Day, ho d. That he 
is already come. but that, by Reaſon of their Sius, ke 
is not revea'ed to them. 
No it is to be obſerved, that by the Conſent of all 
Chriitian Writers, Jeſus, whom we believe and Con- 
ſeis, to be the True Chriſt, was born the 25th of De- 
 Ccembyr, in the Forty ſecond Year of Auguſtus Ceſar, the 
Roman Empe or, and fifteen before his D.ath; in the 
thirty third Year of the Reign of Herod King of Ju- 
a, and from the Creation, about four thouſand Years, 
the State of the World being thus as Chriſt's Narivit /: 


'The three Monarthies of the World, the 4/jrians, 


Perfians, and Grecians, were paſſed away ard ended, 
and the Raman, greater than all the former, was a_ 
. irs to the Prophecy of Daniel, Five hundred 

Years before 4 uftus 3; who after Five Civil Ware, 
and infinite -thed and Devaſtatiors in the Wor'd, 
reigned alone in Peace many Years; and in Token of 
univerſal Pe⸗ce over the Earth, the Temple of Janus, 
(or War) was ſhut, which happened but twice before, 
_ fince the Building of Rome; and the very ſame Day 
that Cariſt was born in Judea, Auguſtus commanded in 
Rome, (as was afterward obſerved) that no Man ſhould 
call him Lord, thereby ſignifying the Liberty and Se- 
curity which Mankind now enjoyed, after the World 
had ſuſtained ſuch woful Deſolations by Wars for fo 
many Years, and ſaying unknowingly, That » 
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{ to which came to paſs in the following Manner, 
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Lord than he was now born into the World ; which a- 
greed exa Aly to the Prophecy cf Danic/, That the e 


- ſhould be three Monarchies, and the laſt the Greateſt, 


At whoſe Appearance the Me/ias ſhould come and 
buiſd up God's Kingdom throughout the whole World, 
And 1/aiah, One hundred Years tefore, foretold, that 
at the coming of Chriſt the People ſhould fit in Peace, 
and that there ſhou'd be no end of Peace, and Kir g Da- 
wid, Pſalm 71. fiys, In his Days ſhall the Righteous 
flouriſh, and there ſhall be abundance of Peace, which 


was then very neceſſary for the quiet planting and pub- 


liſhing the Goſpel of Chriſt ; the Wars which had fo long 
diſturbed the Earth, miraculouſly almoſt ceaſing at this 
very Time, to make way for the coming of the Prince of 
Peace. To corclude this Point of Chrili's appearing. 
About his Birth, there concurred ſo many Circum- 
nces, as the general Peace of the Roman Empire; 
the Expiration of tte Line of Judah, the fulfilling of 


Daniel's Weeks ; the Publick Fame and Expectation of 
_ the Favs, with their vain E xpectations for One thoy- 


fand fix hundred Years of another M. gab: Their be- 
ing diſperſed all over the World, without Temple, Law, 
Sacrifice, Prophet. or Promiſe for their Redemption, 
which never happened to them in all their former Cap-. 
tivities, before the Death of Jeſus, and which Promi- 
ſes they had for their Conf. laticn in their Miſeries ; 
theſe binge beirg laid together, we may aſſuredly 
conclude, That Chriſt was born at the juſt Time | we 
dicted by the Spirit of God; and conſequently, 

he only was the true Meffias and Saviour of the World. 


Do that when the fulneſs of Time was come, after the 


frequent Repetition, of Promiſes ; the expiration of the 
Fewiſh Nation; the longing and earneſt Waiting of all 
Holy Perſons : God having great Compaſſion towards 
Mankind, remembring his Promiſes, and our great Ne- 
ceſſit es, ſent his Son into the World, to take upon him 
our Nature, and that Guilt of Sin which it had contract 
ed, and all that, Puniſhment wh.ch was conſequent there» 
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The Comception of Jeſus Grift. | 


N the Days of Herod the King the Angel Gabriel, 


was ſent from God, unto a City of Galilee, named 


OS” + Ta 


CARS ASSAM OUgkMbSNMumzO 


azar:th, to a Holy Maid eſpouſed to Jo/eph, and found 
her in a Capacity and excellent Diſpoſition, to receive 
the greateſt Honour that was ever beſtowed on the 
Daugt ters of Men 
pious, her Perſon young, her Years florid and ſpring: 
irg, her Body Chaſte, her Mind humble, and a rare 
Repofitory of Divine Graces, and God upon 
her a full Meaſure of Honour, in making her the Mo- 
ther of the Me/ias : For the Angel came to her, and 
faid, Hail thou that art highly Crd the Lord is 
with thee; bleſſed art thou among Women. Which 
Meſizge is Paraphraſed by the Poet, in a Dialogue be- 
ween Gabriel and Mary, as follows : 


Her Employment was holy and _F 
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Gab] Hail bleed Mary, Mary ]What celeſtial Tongue 
Calls fintul Mary b'efſeo? G Ai. 

MI] Who art thou? (] 7 am Gabriel, that belong 

| Ta the high Qu ire f Hain. M.] I faint, ] dye. 

| G ] Fear not frweet Virgin, all the Earth ſhall be 

— | Made D. btors to thy i emb, and bleſ? in thee. 

MI How Lord? G ] Thy irgin Womb ſhall bear a Son 
That ſhall Nedim the Wold M.] IV Lord, how can 
| Such Wonder: come to pus; ſuch things be done 

By a poor Virgin, never known by Man ? 
G.] 7he Holy Ghoſt at his ai pointed H ur, 
Shall make thee Pregnant at his Sacred Poxver. ( Qui re, 
M.] Wonder of Wonders! G.] ar wwhoje height the 
Of Heaven flard Reviſht, Tremble and Admire, 
M.] O may it be according to tie Word! 
G] Before ten Month: fully compleatid be; 
Thou ſhalt he k.own the M:ther of our Lord. 
And thin ſhalt have thy Saviour on thy Knee. 
M] Both Heav'n and Earth ſhall Triumph, & the Frame 
| Of Hell ſhall Tremble at Maria's Name. 
G ] ALA e. 7. preſent, and ta come, 
Shall Foy in Mary, and in Mary's Womb 


* 
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The Virgin having now the Son of God in her chaſte 
Womb, and the Holy Spirit in her Heart, who had 
alſo overſhadowed her, erablir g her to a Supernatural, 
and Miraculous Conception, aroſe with haſte and glad- 
nd | neſs, to communicate that Joy, which was defigned for 


VE all the Wor'd, and found no Breaſt ſo proper to pour 
the | forth the Emanations of her over-joy'd Heart, as her 


Coufin Ezabeth, who had received this Divine Teſli- 
ge |} mony, That ſhe was Righteous before God, walking in 

all the Commandments, and Ordinances of the Lord 
don f blameleſs, who had alſo a ſpecial Portion, in this great 
10. | Honour, for ſhe was deſigned to be the Mother of Jobs 


a | the Bai, who was ſent as a Fore-runner, to prepare 
dis the Way, of the Lord, and make his Paths ght, 
oY and Mary aroſe in thoſe Days, and went into the Hill- 


country with haſte, into a City of Judah, and entred 


| 
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the Houfe of Zacharias, and ſalu ed EAxabetßh; the An- 
gel Gavri:l having told her, that ſhe alſo had conceived 
a Son in her o'd Age, and this was the ſixth Month 
with her, who was called Barren, ſo that upon the Salu- 
ta ion of Mary, the Babe leapt in her Womb. It is rot 
eaſy to imagine what Extaſies of Joy there were at this?" 
bleſſed Mez-ting; two Mothers, of two gre:t Princes, 
that ore the Greateſt that was born of a Woman; the 
other his Forerunner, to prepare his Way; and th ir 

Conve ſ tion was doubtleſs, Holy and D vine, as they 
were both propheticaily Inſpired, and all the Faculties 
of Nature turned into Grace. After they hid re- aluted 
e:ch other, Mary abode with her Couſin £/iz2h:th about 
three Months, and then returned to her own Houſe : 

where, when ſne appzared with her Holy B-rthen, to, 
her Huſbind Joſeph, and that he perceived her to be 
with Child, and Ki ew that he never unſea ed that Holy 
Fountsin of Virginal Purity, he was troubled ; for al- 
though her Deportment had been picus and chaſte to a. 
Miracle; her Carri»ge fo reſerved, as drove away all 

Temptations, and impuce Thoughts from thoſe that 
might ſee or converſe with her, vet Le conſidering on- 
ly the Principles cf Nature, was minded to put her away! 
but yet privily, becau'e re was a good Man, and knew 
her Pie:y to be ſuch, that he ſecmed to offer Violence: 
his Senſcs, to believe what was viſible and Plain, and 
would therefore do it privately. But while he thought 
on theſe Things, the Angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a Dream; iaying, Jeſeph, thou Son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy Wie ; for that which 
is Conceived in her is cf the Holy Ghoſt. Ard 7ojep 


being raiſed from Sleep, did as the Angel of the Lor 


had bidd:n him, and took unto him his Wife 
The Holy Virgin could not but know, that Fo/' p/ 


would be troubled with Sorrow, and 1alecure Appre- 


henſious, cbicerring ber being with Child; but tuch 
was her Innocency and her Confidence in God, th at ſhe 
eld her Peace, expecting as we may ſuppoſe, which 
way Cod would provide a Remedy for the Inconveni 
Ence 


- privately 
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erce ; ſor if we commit curfelves to God in Well doing 
as un to a faithful Creator; le will aſſer our Incocency, 
an] free us from Scand: al, if it be exped:ent for us ; if 
it hb: not, i isnt bt we ſhould defire it; and accord- 


ig y thi bf, fled Vi gin was foon freed from the ſeaſt 
Gut ir I. 1:13 1 canal. Fas Mn. 
} or Jo ph was not haſty in the Execution of h's Pur- 


po, nor w the determing of his 1 heoughts, but ſtood 
I ng in Velil eration, ard icnger before he acted in this 
mvidious Via ner, wh ch had an a-pearance cf Kigor and 
Severity: She was ft it to live detam'd and be accas'd 
publickly, and being convicted by the Law, ſhe 
was to dye, if he had gone the ordinary Way: Dut 
he who wes 2 juſt Man, which in the Stile of Scrip ure 
and other Wie Wiiters, is a good, a charitable Man, 
thought it mo e agrecible to Juſtice, to treat an offend- 
ing 1'crio w th the caficſt Sentence, than to put things 
to Ex reinity, and render the Perſon deſperate, and 
p ovoked by the werſt of what the could fear, but wa- 
ved the k1 ling Letter of the Law, and ſecured his own 
Inte eſt and his juice too, by intending to diſmiſs her 
ut baote the thipg was irremediable, Ged 
ended bis Doubt, by an leavenly Demonuration, in 
ſending an Auge! to reveal to him the Innocence of his 
Spouſe, and the Divinity of her don. Now although 
the manner of his Concepyon, and the Meſſage or An. 

nunciation made to his Mother by the Angel, 
principaliy upon tue Relation and Credit of the Virgin 
herſeif, h) on'y was privy thereto, and upon the 
Teſtimony of Jo/izh to whom it was revealed by the 
ſame Angel aftcrwerd ; yet conſidering the Circum- 
far ce of the Thirg it ſc elt, namely the fimplicity and 
honeſty of the Repo: ters ; and that it was very unlikely 
that Joſeph be ing juſt. 2s he is called, would have con- 
ce led a thing fo muck ng unſt kimfelf, and againit the 
Law, if he had not *. fully aſſured of the Truth of 
the Affair. Agun, the Innocent Age of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, who ( St Auſtin and other Antient Fathers write, 
was not 1 fourtzen Lars old at that time; all theſe 
Things 
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Things make it very Improbable, that ſhe would irv:nt 
ſuch a Matter of herſelf; and finally the ſtrange Pro- 
phecy that ſhe uttered in her Canticle or Magnificare, 
and which we ſe now fulfilled : Albeit, at that time 
very unlicely, that all Nations ſhall call her Bleff:d, 
&c. All theſe Things conſidered ful'y, deſtmonſtrate 
the Truth of this Matter. 


WM — 


The Nativity of F E SUS. 
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| glad Mo.her, expecting when. the Son of Right- 


. 
* 


ſhould break forth from his Bed, where nire 


ouſneſs 
Months he had hid himſelf behind a fruitful Cloud. A- 
bout the End of which God, who in his infinite Wiſ- 


* 


dom, cauſes all Things to co-operate to his Divine Pur- 


Poſes, brought the Holy Virgin to Bethlehem ; the City 
David to be taxed, with her Huſband Jeſepb, purſu- 
* anr 
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ant to a Decree upon all the World, publiſhed by Augu- 
Aus; which happened in this luncture cf Time, trat 
the Prophecy of Micah might be fulfilled ; And thou 
Bethle*em, in the Land of Fudah, art not the leaſt a- 
mong the Princes of Judah, tor out of thee ſhall come a 
Governor that ſhvl rule my People 1/-ael. 
This rare Act of Providence 1s highly Remarkable, 
becauſe this Taxing ſezms wholly ordered by God, ty 
ſerve and minitter to the Circumlianc s of this Birth. 
For this Taxing wa not in order to Tribute. Hered 
was now King, and received all the Revenues of Fudca. 
pail a certain 'Tr.bate to Avgu/?us, as other Kings and 
 Pricces, under the Roman Dominion did; but this was 

only his ſending Commiſſioners to tax every City, in or- 
der to make an Inqueſt of the St ength of the Empire 
| both in Men and Money, he having no other Advan- 
- tage by it; but ſeems to be directed in it by him who 
i rules and turns the Hearts of Princes, that he might, by 
. verifying a Prophecy, ſignify and publiſh the Miſſion 
and birth of Jeſus. : 

When the Holy Virgin perceived that the Expectation 
of the Nations was arrived at the very Doors of Revela- 
tion, ſhe brought ſorth the bleſſ:d Jeſus, and although 
all tte World were concerned in the birth of this g eat 
Prince, yet we do not read of ny that Minſtred at it 
but the Angels: And thus was Jeſus born of a poor Mo- 
ther, in a poor Place, in a cold Winter's Night, far 
from Home, among Strangers, with all the Circumſtan- 
ces of Humility and Poverty, naked as the Innocence of 

' \ «Adam, whom his Mother, after having cradled him in 
"her Arms, took and wrapt in Swzdling- Cloths. For fo 
was the deſign of his Humility, that at the laſt Scene of 
his Life was numbred +mong ! hieves, ſo the firſt among 
bealts, the Sheep and the Oxen ; which is thus repreſent- 
ed by the cet. | 
Och ul who wer't the King of Heav'n and Earth, 
Ho poorly wer't thou tended at thy Birth; | 
A Manger we thy Cradle, ard a Stable 
| Tay Frivy-Chamber ; Mary's Knees thy Table, 
B Thieves. 
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Thieves were thy Courtiers, ard tte rois wa” hrone 
Thy Dy<t Gail, a Wreath of Torn thy ice: 

All this the Xing of Glory ended. any more 

To make us Kings that were by: ave ele 

No N an therefore wii; hav © vt toe m i of his 
coarſe Cl-taing, if he ret em! es tte Saachne + lo hs 
of this Holy C hid; NO! be di qui ted at i bord ! d, 
when he conſiders Jeſus ad in a inge, 1.07 be if un- 
tent: d at his thn able, v hen le cals oniratie K 2 
of Herven and Earth, wis ed with tile Br -n. 
But ſince the Eternal Wiicom of he Fa her, G oH 
to chu e the (: od. ard reſu e the v.l, dig chile ne 
of Poverty ; it may demo ſcra. e to ut, Tire che and 
Honours, theſe Ido's in the V or. etteem, ate ſo fer 
from cre: ting true l elicit), that ie, a e not ro ber e 
oned 25 real gocd Things; neither cught ne toe 
aſhamed of int Ccert t overty, of wh.ch tlie II „es 
made choice, and the Apeſtles alter him, made ; ublicx 
Profe ſſion 

Aichough the Eirth of Chrid was deſtitute ot be ü- 
ſual ard leis neceſſary Pomps, which generally illuur te 
the Birth of Princes, yet his frit Hemiiity was iat ce 
Glorious with Pre ages, Mirecles a d Sig 1: ca , nom 
Heaven, beſides thoſe already me ien d: Al the 
World did expect, I hat in {ada ſhouic be bo n th ie 
true Prince, inſomuch that 4ugu/izs the my» ror. 2s 
I have not-d) about that very i me, r fud to .c cal- 
led Lord, which the Chriſti ens were apt to believe, was 
occaſioned by the Propiecy ct a iemale 'roplict, called 
a Sihl foreteiling.the Birth cf a gre ter Prince, to 
whom all the World ſhould pay Adozaticn, wh at hat 
Time was bron in Judea: And whea t e Oracle uch 
Auguſcus ccnſulted, was firuck Dur b, and wouid not 
anſwer any of tne Queſ ions be defired io be refolr'd in, 
he told him un:ked, that an Hibreww Child ſhould be 
his Lord and Fnemy. 

The World being row at Peace, ard the Temple ef 
War was fhut up, the Prince of Fence was born, and 
came to reconcile God with Man, and Man with his Ero- 

; ther, 
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ther, by the ſytctne(s of his Example, ard the influence 
of his Holy D-&rine, That the Wolf ard the Lamb 
' ſnould lye down t-gether. But becauſe the Heavens, as 
well as the Earth, are his Cr:atures, and do ſerve him; 
at his Birth he received a Sign from Heaven above, as 
ell as in the Harth beneath, as an Homage paid to 
their commo Lord. For as certain Shepherds were 
| keepi.g Watch over their Fiocks at Night, near that part 
of the Country (as it is thought) where Jacob uted to 
feel his Catile when he was in the Land of Canaaz, 
the Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the Glory of 
the Lord ſhon© rou d about them, and they were ſore a- 
fraid. Ard n-eds they muſt, whe? an Angel cime ar- 
riy:d in Glory, and clothed their Perions in a Robe of 
Light, great enough to confound their Underitanding : 
| Fut the Angel {a-d unto them, Fear not fr | bang uuto 
! you glad Tyding+ of great Joy, which [bail be to all Peo- 
ple tor unto you is born this day in the City of David, a 
F Saviour which 1: Chriſt the Lord. 
| The Shepherds needed rot any Invitation to ſee this 
| wondrous Sight, but leib their expettation ſhou'd ima- 
gine he was a glorio:s Prigce, the Angel told them a 
| Sigu that might take F their Admiration to ſize fo great 
; 


.a 


a Prince ſo pozrly accommedated ; he ſays, This ſhall be 
a Sign unto you; ye ſnall find the Babe wrapt in Swad- 

ling loths, lying in a Manger. 
The Angel brought the mefi ge to Shepherds, Perſons 
innocent, mean, and humble, who were more likely 
not to be ſcandaliz'd at the Poverty of the Meas ; for 
_ | thouie Perſons whole Affections ate ſet upon the Pomps 
And Vanities of this World, and are not uſed to Charity 
and Iiumility, are altogether removed from the un- 
deritanding of Spiritual Excellencies, and can reliſh 
nothing but the Grandeur of earthly Follies ; they are 
Prejadiced wich God himſelf if he appears Poor and 
Mean as cha Scribes and Phariſces were at our bleſſed 
Saviour's Simplicity: with theſe Men, is Weakneſs, a 
mean birth, an ignoble Stain, beggary is a Scandal, and 
the Croſs an unanſwerable Objeclion; but the Angel in- 
B 2 viting 
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dig tie poor Shepher.s to B.: / hem, is an evident 
Intima ion, that nere are fit ro come to { hriſt but the 
Pcor in Sp _ Dei-iters of the Worid, fincere in their 


Hearts, without ſalt e or craf y Deſig us; ard therefore 
the Argel d. 800 rot bring the News t. Herod, nor to the 
Serves nd Chat : "ge Noe ambitious Er jects vere 


contrauiciory to the Simplicity wil . ver ty ot the birth 
of Te:u. 

Tac Argel ravirg delivered tt. bleed Mcftape, ſid- 
denly there Was w th him a Mi tun * lie wen y 


Hoft, wioi: Song was Gl-r- be on high, on 
Farth leace, and God will tos, : Referring 
rot or ly to the | rofourd Perce, u Dich iat time all 


the World wis in; but ta th g enteſt H agich this 
new born rice ſhou'd male beween bis bat », and 
all Mankind. As fo. n as tuo he erly Lorie s had 
erded their clor;ous hymn, h. retwrd it. bi avens 
and the Si:crkeids went to Hunt ier tiis Th. 2 


which the Lord had made k;ow into them: A. d they 


came with hafte, and cu Vary ind Jojeph. ard the 
babe lyivg in a Manger Fi vinz ob rye." a1 to be ve- 
ribbed that tne Afel ad tod hem: an when they 
had f.cn it, their Hearis were ſo fill du tte Ort cf 
Gladreſ-, ii at they n over with Joy. and be g too 
big to be Contincs io t cir own bregtte, the y ccν un- 
caicd i: to every ene, and made knwa abroad the Sav- 
ing which u as told hem corcernirg the Child. But Al. y 
hai ing changed her ftirit [o7 into Wenger, kept all theſe 
Sayings and fpontered them in . er _ Ang the Shep— 
her ds having ſcen and Ecard Nhat th 
the Publication of the Nes, Icarnt alſo to * to the 
3 of God, for the Nativi'y of Chriſt; tor the 
£} hep nerd, fetu ned, glorifying and proitng Cod for all 
the Things that hey hed licard cr ſeen as it was told 
unto them. 
ut the Angels had told the Shepherds, that the Na- 
tivity wis glad Ty dings of great joy untn all Pecple, 
ard that the It ens declared the Glory of God, ard tic 
um. ment ſhew*s his Handywork ; this allo was told a- 
b:oad 


Ang 2.5 Gid upon. 
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bro-d, e en to tie Gentiles by a Sign from Heaven. I 
there wa a Prophecy of Balu, famous in al the E. 
fern Country, and Recorded bz; N,, Nun. 24. 17. 
There ſhall come a Star out of Jace, and a Scepter H: 
ariſe 0:3 cf Vrael? out of Faceh Ni ll come ke that fol 
have Dominion. Which thy? in it“ fi & Scoſe, it f.gu.- 
fd David, who was the Conqueror of the- Haatites; 
yet in a more myſterious Serie, it related to the Sun of 
David: And i» Ex5 Qation of the + vent of this Prophe- 
cy, the Aablant, the Sin of Joraham by L tureh, 
who eie grat + utents in Aſtronemy, andthe Non 
of the Pl: «ts, expected with piuch Soilicitutde, the Re- 
velation cf a mighty Prince in Jacdra, : t .. ch a dme s 
2 maculan ard extraodmary Star ould Gf PEAT.2 . 124 
there? rc, when eas wis bein in Berth! Un ef Frida, 
in the D:ys of Heede King, there came V/iie Men, 
inſpi ed by Ces, and taught by their Science, and re- 
ſuaded by Prophecy, from the Fatt to Feru/z'um, ar! 
I ſked co: fidentiy, and in great cpenneſs, urder the Eat 
and hFye of a tyrant Prince, bloody and Tireour, Jea- 
lou and Amb.tious; where is he that i born Kirg cf 
the Feu! For we have ſeen his Star in the Za and 
are come to Worſhip him. The Greeks ſuppoſe this Star 
was en Angel, or ſuch a Pillar of Fire as went before 
the //raclites by Night, durirg their Travels in the Wil- 
derne{s. 

Theſe Zaftern Princes, of whom St Cyprian, ſays, It 
was an old Tradition of the Church; thit they were 
Kings, cr rather little Lores of particular Places, (lik 
thoſe of whom 7% few thirty in ore Battle) de- 
cl red the Mytteri-uineis of the Star, and that it was no 
Prodigy cr Comet, foretelling Diſtaſes, Pl-gue, War, 
and Leath, bat o ly the happy Birth of a moſt excel- 
lent Prince, yet i: brought Affrigh ment to Hered (and 
all Feru/alrm with him) who, when he heard that a 
Kirg was to be born in Jada, thovght he ſhoule be diſ- 
Follett of his uſurped Foſſeſſion of the Kingdom 

For Fo/ephus relates, That his Father ramed A:2ipa- 
ter, was an /dumean, and that Herod being a well moni- 
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ed Man. Irduftrious, Factious, and well accompliſhed, 


he was in gre:t Favour with the Romans, and by his 


rare Qualities, he at length married the Daughter of 


Eircanus, King of Judea, who deſcended Lireally from | 


the Houſe of Dawid, and Tribe of Juaca, Hircanus be- 


ing afterward defeated in a battle by the Per frans, ey 


c:rried him Captive into that Country; hercupon, 


Hero hu ers to Rome, ard by the Favaur of Mark An- 


thony, and Auguſius, he was created King of Fudra, by 


the Senate of Rem, althovgh H:rcanus, and his three | 
Soars, Artigonus, Alrxarder, Frifiobulus, and divers o- 


thers cf the Royal blood, were all alive; but he (con 
found Means to get Hircanus into his Hancs, and mur- 
_ him, with bis yonger bro her 4i/cbulus, his 

Wife Marianne, the Do ughter of Fi can; 405 and his 
three Sons, all of the Royal Houſe of Juda, he like- 
wiſe New Forty cf the Principal Noblemen, 21 d all the 
Sanbedrim, or feven:y two Senators of the ſame Tribe; 
he killed the chief of the Sect of the Phariſees; he 
Furnt the Genealogies of all the Kings and Princes cf 
Fudah, ard hired an Hiſtorian to draw out a Ped gree 
from his Progenitors, as if they were ceſcended from 
the Antient Kirgs of T:dahb, he fold the High Prieſt- 


1-4 


tocd to Strangers, ard mace ſuch Havock of Judah, as 
no part of Government, or Dignity remained in any cf 


them. And at this time Jeſus, of the ſame Houle, ard 
Line of Judah, v as born in B HH hein 

Now Hod ithagining that an Heir was ſent from 
Heaven to challlenge the Kingdom, who brought a Star, 
and the Learning of the Ea with him, as Evidence and 


Credentials of his Title; refolved, it poſſible, to defeat 


the Decrees of Heaven, either by Policy or Violerce ; 
and called the chief Prieſts and Scribes of the People to- 
gether he found they all Cetermined that Bethlehem of 
Judah was the Place deſigned by Antient Prophecy, and 
Goa's Decree, where Chriit ſhould be born: Next, te 

inquired privately of the Wiſe Men, what time the Star 
appeared, which had ro regular Motion accordicg to the 
Courſe of Nature, but guided the Magi in their [our- 
ney, 


1 
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rey, fo that it {cou when they Nord, ard moved not 
when they reſted rating ro mrre halle an they did 
who carried muc'i of the bunufs an Emp'o;ment of 
the Star along with them. Ard they hai g t tified hint 
in his Queſtions, he ſent them to Bren, with In- 
ſtruct ions, to ſearch dil:gertly for the yr urg bild, and 
to bring bim Word, pretending that he would come and 
Worſhip him a'ſo. 

The Wiſe Men proſecuted the buit-efs of their Jour- 
ney, and having heard the Kirg they cparted, and the 
Star (Which as it feems, ſtill errended their Motion) 
went keftrre them, until it came aud it od over where 
the yourg Child was; where whe: they ſa the Star, 
they rejcyced with cexcecding great jor Such a Jov as 
wearied 'I'ravellers fi d, Wen they are come to tne End 
of their Journey, or en'ring their lun 4 Joy of Nature, 
of Wonder, and Religion, and thei- Spirits briag heigit- 
ned with FxpeCtation. they ran into the Houſe where 
they ſaw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and 
poſſibly t ey might be under ſome Surprize, when in- 
ſtcad of Pomp and Gravety, they ſaw the great King's 
Throne to ke a Manger, a Stable his Chamber of Pre- 
lence, a thin Court, and no Mirilters, ard the King 
himſelf a pretty babe, and but that he had a Star over 
his Head, nothing to Ciltivguiſh him from the Mmeries 
of a poor empty Fortune. 

This did not ſcandalize thoſe Wiſe Perſons. but be- 
ing convinced by tha Teſtimory from deaven, and 
the Union of Tircumſlances, they tell d wn and Worſhip- 
ed him; after the manner of the Zaftern People, when 
they pay Veneration to their Kings, rot wrh a Saluta- 
tion, and bleting in Words only, but they being Preſents 
a d come into his Courts, for when they had opene4 their 
Treaſure, the, pri ſented unto him Gi ts, Golt Frank- 
incenſe and Myrth. Scemirg to declare their Faith of 
three Articles by this Oblavon: y Gold, that le was 
a King, by Incenle, that he was a God, and by Myrth, 

that he was a Man: Or as other imagiac that if there 
was any Myltery in theſe Offerings, Cold might fignify 
B 4 Acts 
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Acts of Mercy; Myrth, the Chaſtity of Mind, or Pu- 


rity of our bodies, to the Incorruption of which Myrth 


is eipecally Infiramentally, ard by bis Ir.cerſe, our Pray- 


were, the Act ot Adoration was direct and religious, the 
Myrth, was Medicinal to his terder body ; and Incenſe 


* 
_ 
s 


ers, as the moſt proper Preſents to the Honour and Ser- 


vice of this young King; but whatever Men's Opiniors __ 


: 
| 


o 


potibly then was neceſſary in a Stable, the firſt Throne 
of his Humility, ard the Gold was good Antidote a- 


gainſt the preſert Indigencies of h's Poverty: Such Pre- 


ſents as tkeſe were uſed in all the Ea. (eſpecially in A- 
rabia and Saba, to which the growth of Myrrh. and 


| 


Frankircenſe were proper) in their Acdrefles to their | 
Geds, and to their Kings, with which under the Vail of 


Fleſh, they worſhipped the Eternal Word, the WII dom 


of God under Infant Innocency, the Almighty Power in 
ſo great Weakneſe, ard the Height of Majeſty, and Di- 
vine Glory, under the lowneſs of Human Nature. 


i 
| 


7 


When the Wiſe Men had paid the Tribute of their 


Offerings and Adcration, being warned in their Sleep 


7 


by an Angel, not o return to Hercd, tt ey returned into 


their own Country another way, fully ſatisfied of the 
Truth of what they had heard ard ſeen, and taught by 
this rare Demonſtration which was made by Chriſt, that 


Man's Happineſs did not at all confiſt in the Afluence of 


{ 


worldly Riches, Poſſeſſions, and windy Honour, having 


ſeen the Eternal Son of God poor and weak, and un- 


cloathed of all exteriour Ornaments, they renounced , 


the World, and reti ed into the Receſſes of Religion, 
and the Delight of Science. 


Ard row the bleſſed Saviour of the World, having 


aſſumed the Nature of ſinful Man, who had broken the 
Divine Commands, he was to put that Nature into a 
faveable Condition, by fulfiling bis Father's Preceptive 
Will, and then to reconcile it actually, by ſuffering the 
juit Deſervings of its prevarications ; he therefore ad- 
dreſſes bimſe'f to all the Parts of an Active Obedience, 


and when eight Days were accompliſhed for the Circum- 


ciſing of che Child, he expoſed his tender body to the 
, * | Ci 8 
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Circumciſfing-Knife, and ſhed his Blood in Drops, giv- 
ing an earneſt of thoſe Streams cf blood which he did 
afterwards pour out, for the cleanſing cf Human Nature 
and extirguiſhing the Wrath of God. He had no Sin, 
nor was cor.ceived by natural Generation. and could 


have no Stains in Soul or Body, which nced b2 cleanſed 


by this Myſtery, neither icdeed do we find it expreſſed 
that Circumciſion was ordaited for pardon of Original 
Sin, though it is preſumed ſo; but it was inſtituted to 
be a Seal of a Covenant berween God and Abraham, and 
his poſterity ; a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, ard 
therefore was rot improper for him to ſuffer who was 
the Child of Abraham, end wao was the prince of the 
Covenant, and the Author and Finiſher of that Faith, 
which was promiſed to Abraham in Circumciſion; but 
ſo Myſterious were all the Actions of Jeſus, that this crc 
ſerved many Ends. For 1. It gave Demonſtration of the 
Verity of Human Nature. 2. Hereby he began to ful- 
fil the Law. 3. It took from himſelf the Scandal of Un- 
circumciſion, which would eternally have prejudiced the 
Fe=vs, againſt the Entertainment and Communion with 
him. 4. He then t. ok upon him that Nature wh ch de- 
clared him to be the Saviour of the World; which as it 


Was finiſhed in the blcod of the Circumciſion. For when 


the eight Days were accomp'iſhed, his Name was cilled 
Feſas: This Name his farecrts impoſed upon him, 
which the Angel tcld to his Mother, a Name above e- 
very Name,for in old time God was known by the Names 
of power, of Nature, cf Majetty, but bis Name of Mer- 
cy was reſerved till now, when God did purpoſe to pour 
out the whole Treaſure of his Mercy, by the Miritiry 
cf Eis Holy Son. | 

But this Holy Family longed till they might be per- 
muted to addrets to the Temple, that there they might 
preſent the Holy Pabe to hs Father, in his own Houſe, 
for though while he was a Child, he did differ nothing . 
from a Servant, yet he was Lord of tre place, it being 
his Father's Houſ:, ard inceed, Lord of all, I he e- 
lese, wien the Days of the Pufifcation we e accom- 
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pliſhed, they brorgh him to Jerufalem, to preſent him io 
the Lord, to whom he was Holy, as being tte firſt brrn | 
of his Mother, the only begotten Son of his Fath r anl 
the Firſt-born of cvery Creature; and they did with him 
ce reing to the I.aw of A e, offering a pair of ur- 


tle Dcve*, for his Redemption. - 
And ts there was no publick Act about this Holy _ * 
Child, but it was attended by ſomethi g Miraculous -nd 3 


Extraorumary ; at this Inſt nt the Spirit of God ditecl- 

ed Simeon, a holy Perſon into the. emp'e that he 
might be ſenſidle of the fulfilling of a Frop: ecy made 

to himſelf, that before his Death, he might behold the *' 
Lord Chi, and embrace the Glory and Cenſolation of * 
{rae!, and the Light of the Gentiles in his Arms; and 
£ccord rgly he ſpake glorious Things of that C hild, and 
Thie gs allo glorious cuncerniig his Mother; that | 
the Child was ſet for the rifing and f_Il'ng cf Ja /, for 

a Sign that ſhould be ſpoken aga.nſt ; and the bitter: efs 
of that Contrdict or, ſhould pierce the Heart of his 
Eely Virgin Mother like a Sword ; that her joys night 
be à little allayed with the preſent Revelation of her 
future Trouble. 

Old Anna the Prepheteſs came alſo in, full of Years 
and Joy, ard found the Reward of her inceſtant Prayers 
and Faſting in the Temple, the lor g lock'd for Redemp- 
tion cf / rae! being now preſent, and ſhe wi h her E; es 
ſaw the Ligut of the World, the Heir of Heaven, the 

long expetied Meſthas, whom the Nation had defired, 
3nd Mr ited for, till their Hearts were faint, and their 
Eyes cim, as d ubt ng he would be long in comirg, ſhe 
a fo prophecied ard gave ] banks unto the Lord. Put 
Fo/iph and his Mothir marvelled at thoſe Things which * 
were ſpoken cf him, and a: having received gle great- 
elt Favcurs t:;tary of the Daughters cf Ada ever did. 
ard krowing from wiewen, ard fer whoſe Cory Ihe had 
rece ved it, returr ed the Holy Jefus in a Preſcnt ta God 
air, for ſhe had notiirg fo pregiocs as himſelf to 
mace Ch'ation cf; and becauie by the Law of %, 
every tilt bun among the Mal-s, was to be IIaly to 
tle 
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the, Lord; the Holy Mother brought a Pair of Turte 
Doves, or Pigeons, to redeem the Lamb of God from 
the Arathema, becauſe erer, Firtt-tom was to be of- 
fered to God, or rede med if it was clean. This was a 
poor Man's price and the Bleſſed Jeſus was never valu- 
cd at a higher Rate, whi'e he was upon Farch: For 
he that was Lord of the Univerſe, choſe his Portion a- 
mong the Poor of this World, that he might dance 
the Voor to the Riches of his Inheritance; tor at his 
Birth he ws poor, at his Circumciſion pyor, like the 
Likeneſs of a Sinner; at his Preſentation poor, like a 
Sinner and a Servant, for he choſe to be rececmed at a 
very men pr ice. 

Herod hav ing long watted for the return of the Wiſe 
Men, to give him Ui-ecions where to find the Child, 
that his Sword might do c2: tit Execution upon him, 
when he {aw he wis mocked of them, he wu exceed hg 
Wrath: And thy” ke believed the Divi ine Orac'es, fcre- 
telling that a King ould be born in Cer: bom yet his 
Ambition made him ſo ſtapid, that he a:tempied to can- 
cel tlie Decree cf Heaven. For if he 9 5 believe 
the Prophec cs, why was he troubled? f he did be- 
lizve them, how could he poſtib'y hinder he Errand, 
Which Goc had foreteld, himfelt would cerca n'y bring 


. to paſs? And therefore ſince Providence had pr. event: qd 


him from bathing his own' Swors in the bloud of the. 
Blefſe.] Child, he reſolr'd to ſend a Sword o: Indiſcri- 
mination and Contufon, hoping that if he xi cd all the 
babes of Bethlobem, this „ourg leipg's reigs would alſo 
ſoon deermiae Te te (tore len: forth 21d lie all 
the Children that were in Bell !efcm, ard in all the 
Coils thereof, ſfrem two re. rs 9 1: nd ULEET, acegrding 
to the time which he had d ligenth enquired ot the Wit: 
Nen Por this e wis %1 the begin ing of the 
ſecond Year after Chriſt's Nato ty, as in all prob bility 
we e net at the two Ve ers end, ſeme ſuppoſe 3. 
b cauſe as his Malice was fubt'e, fo he iatended it ſhould 

b-4cnre, on « ue rear the time of his Computation. 
The ! Ni: ere was fad, crucl ard un.veilal, no Com- 
paſcon 
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paſſion was t-ken »t the dreadful Shricks of the Nlo- 
ther, ro tender hearted Soldier was emplozed; ro 
hard hearted Perſon was ſoftned by tte weepirg Eyes, 
a d p teous begging Looks of thoſe Mcthers, that 
wordred hoy it was poltble for any tohurt their pret- 
ty Suctlings there was ro Prote ion, ro Deſerce a- 
giinlt thoſe ſava te Butchers, ro Indulgence to any; 
inſomich that Herod cauſe d his own Child, which was 
at Nurſe in the Coaſt of Beible bem to bleed to Death, 
F_—_—tE 
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(who es Philo the Jew writes) was deſ ended Ly his 
N' other's fide of the Tribe of Fudab, which barbarous 
Cruc'ty beirg told to Auguſtas, be ſaid, That in 
Heroa's Family, it were better to be a Hog than a Son, 
ice being a Few, he was forbid to kill or eat Swines 
Fl-h, though he was net aſhamed to murder his 
Chili: ile Sword being thus made ſharp by Heroa's 
Co:mmiſhon, flaughter'd ſoirteen thonſend inrecert 
Irt:rts (as the Greeks in heir Calendar, and the 
th; ſones of Ethipia do Commemorate = 

tur- 
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Liturgy.) For Herod crafty and malicious, that is a ſi - 

i nNiſht Tyrant, had cauſed a'l the Children to be brought 

together, which the poor credulous Mothers ſuppoſing 

was only deſigred to take an Account of their Age and 

Number, in order t5 lay ſome Tax upon every Head, un- 

kocwiygly ſuffe:'d themſelves and their Babes to be be- 

tray'd to an ircemidi-b'e Batchery. Then was fulfilled 

what was ſpoken by F-r:miah the Prophet, ſaying, La- 

meatation and Weeping and great Mourning ; Rache/ 

weeping for her Children, and would not be comforted. 

All the Inſtinces of Sadneſs were little enough to expreſs 

the great Weeping when fourteen thouſand Mathers in 

one Day, ſaw the'r pretty Babes, pouting forth their 
blood into tFat Boſom, whence not long before they had 
ſucked Milk, and inſtead of thoſe pretty Smiles, which 

| uſe to endear their Aﬀe® i ns, nothing but affrighting 

' | Shrieks, and pale ghaſtly Looks. The Mourning was 

great, like the Mourring in the Valley of H:znon, and 

there was no Comforter ; their Sorrow was toodeep to 

receive any preſent Conſola ion. and nothing but length 

of Time could allay their woetul Grief. 

But the Malice of Herod went fu ther, into the Hill 
Country, and hear ir g that great Things were ſpoken of 
Jobn, (called the Baptiſt) the Sou of Zachary, as if 
he was deſigned to ſ me eminent Miniſtry about this 

great Prince, he defigned to make void the Prophecies 
cancerning him alſo, and ſent a Meſſenger of Death to 
find him out. But the Mother's early Care prevented 
his Defign, by conveying her Son into Deſert Places, 
here he continued, till the time appointed for his Ma- 
e rpifeſtation unto Ihacl: But as the Children of Bethle- * 
hem died in the ſtead of Chriſt, ſo did the Father of the 
» Faptiit die for his Child; for Hered flew Zachary be- 
tween the Temple ard the Altar, becauſe he refuted to 
betray his Son to the Fury of that r:ging Beaſt, though 
ſome eminent Primitive Chriſſ ians, had a Tradition, that 
a Pl:ce beirg ſeptated in the Temple for Virgins, Za- 
cha'y ſuffered the Bleſſed Virgin to abide there after the 
Birth of the Holy Jeſus, afürmirg her to be {till a Vir- 


Sin, 


» 
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gin, and that for this Reaſon not H rad but the Seribes, 
and Pha iſes did ki'l Zachary 

Tertullian reports that the B ood of Zachary had ſo 
be mea ed the Stones of the Pavement, which was the 
Alter the good Priett was facrificed-on, that no Art nor 
Induſtry c uld waſh the Tirtwe cut, the Dye and Guilt 
ben; both In el b'e; and if becauſe Ged did intend to 
ex- of that Naucn, Il the blood of righteous Perſons 
frem 46 to Zacharias, who was the lat of the Mar- 
tyrs of che Synagoge, he would ber a Character of 
thiir Guilt nt ei Sight, to upbraid their Irreligion, 
Cruel y and Infideliy Some there are, who athm 


th tthoie Woris of our B. ſſed Saviour, do not relate to | 


any Zachary who ha been already ſlain, bit to a Pro- 
puecy of tre 1'it of al che Martyrs of the Jenus, who 
ſhould be ſla n immediately before the Deſtruction of the 
Lit Tempe aid the Extermination of their Nation. 
Certain it i, that ſu h as Zachary the Son of Barach (if 
we may believe 7% phus) was ſlain ia the Middle of the 
Temple, a little tetore it was def royed; a it is a- 
greeable to the Nature of the Prophecy and the Reproot 
here given by our Ele ſſed Savicur, That from Abel to 2 
char, ſhould take in all the Righieous Blood, from Firit 
to Laſt, till the Iniquicy was compicac ; and it is not 
imaginable that the Blood of our Bleſſed Lord, and the 
Apoitle St. Zames, for whoſe Death many of the Feavs 
were of Opinion, God de roy ed their C:ty, ſhould be 
left out of the Account, which would cer an ly be, if a- 
ny other Zachary ſhould be mean: then he whom they 
laſt flew, and therefore St. Chai expocnds what we 


re ad in the paſt Senſe, to figrity the Pu ure, and inttead - y 


of ye flew, reads, ſhall fay, according to the Stile oiten 
uſed by Yr: phets, and as ſometimes an uncerta u Signi- 
fication will bear. 


But the firſt great Inſtarce of the Di ine Vergeance 


from thoſe Exccutions w.s upon H-r2d, who in © very 
few Years aſter, was ſmitten of God with ſo many 
Flagves and Torture”, that h naue above fecmei uke an 
Hoſpital of Incurables; for ve was tormented my h a 

a alt 
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foft flow Fire, like that of burning Iron in his Body; 
I- his Bawels with intolerable Colicks and Ulcers; in 
hi ſt.ameful Parts with Worms; in his Feet with Gout, 
in his Nerves with Convuifions, D'fñculty of Breathing, 
and out of divers parts of his Body, iſſued out ſo noi- 
ſome and ulcerous a atench, that the Lotkſomaeſs, Pain, 
and Iudignation, made bim once ſnatch up a Knife with 
Purpoſe to have killed himſelf, but that he w-s pe- 
vented ty a Nephew of his. who then attended him, but 
the H .rt of Herd was only the more hardened by the 
Loads of Pivine Wrath, God began his Hell here, and 
t'e ain of Hell never made any Alan leſs wicked, For 
Herod perceiving that he muſt now die, firit put to 
Death his Son Autipater, urder pre ence that he would 
have poiſoned him, a d that the laſt Scene of his L' fe, 
m gl.:, fo curſed Malice, and ex Ited Villan) ou 
all tie reit, becauſe he believed the Jer; Nation would 
rcJoice at h's Death, he aſſembled al the Nob es of the 
People, and put them in Priſon ; giving ſtrict Charge to 
his Silter Sal nue, that when he was at the Point of Death, 
they ſhould all be flain, that his Death might be lament- 
ed with a real aid univerſal Sorrow. But God that 
brings to navght the Councils of wicked Princes, turned 
the Deſign ag i. ſt the Intendment of H:rod; for wken 
he was dead, and cou'd not call his Si'er to Account, 
for diſobeying h's bloody and unright-ous Commands, 
ſhe rele ſed all the impriſoned and defſpairing Gentle- 
men, and made the Day of her Brother's De ith, a per- 
fect Jubilee, a Day of joy, ſuch as that when the Feavs 
were delivered from the Violence of H:man, in the Days 

of Jurin - 5 
A:l this while, God had provided a Sanctuary for the 
holy Ckild Jeſus, who ſecing the iet Purpoſes of blood 
which Her:d had contr.ved, ſent his Angel, who appear- 
ed to Jo/eph in a Dream. ſay ing, Ariſe and take the 
young Caild and his Mother, and fly into Agypt, and be 
there untill I bring tne Word. For Herod will fetk the 
young Child to deitrey him. Then he aroſe and tock the 
young Child and his Mother by Night, and departed into 
re. 
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Egypt. Joſeph and Mary inſtantly ariſe, and without 
enquiring how they ſhall live there, or when they ſhall 
return, or how be ſecured,or what Accommodations they 
ſhall have in their Journey, but in the Night they began 
their Pilgrimage with the Chearfulneſs of Obedience, 
and the Confidence of Hope, and the Joys of Love, 
knowing themſelves ſufficiently recompenced fer all the 
Trouble they could endure, by beirg Initruments of the 
Safety cf the Holy Jeſus : The Ancicnt Fa her's ſay, 
they made their firſt Abode in Hermeps is, in the Coun'ry 
of Thebais, whither when they firit arrived, the Child 
Jeſus, being bye defign -of Providence, carried into a 
Temple, all the Statues of the Idol Gods fell down, like 
Dagon at the Preſence of the Ark, and ſuffered their 
timely and juſt Diſſolutic n, and D:ſhonour, according 
to the Prophecy of [aiah, Behold, the Lord ſhall come 
into /Zgypt, and the Idols of Zgypt ſhall be moved at his 
preſence. And in the Life, of the Prophet Feremzab, 
written by Epiphanius, it is reported, that he told the 
LEpyptian Prieſts, That their Idols ſhould be broken to 
pieces, when a Holy Virgia with her Child, ſhould enter 


into their Country, which prophecy, poſſibly might 


be the Cauſe that the Ægyptians, befides their vain Idols, 
and falſe Gods, did worſhip alſo an Infant in a Manger, 
and a Virgin in ker Bed. | 
From Hermopolis to Maturæa theſe Holy Pilgrims 
went for their Safety and Subſiſtance, where it was re- 
E. they cwelt in a Garden of Balſome, till Fo/eph 


ing at the end of ſeven Years, (as it is commonly be- 


Iieved) aſcertained by an Angel of the Death of Herod, _ 


and commanded to return to the Land of Mael, he was 
obedient to the Heavenly Viſion and returned; but hear- 
ing that Arche/aus reigned in his Father's flead; and 
knowing the Cruelty and Ambition of Herod, was here- 
ditary, or intailed upon his Son, he w:s warned to turn 
alice to the Parts of Galilec, under the ſur ſdictien of 
Filip, the Son of Herod alſo, where Archel:us had no 
Authority ; the Holy Family were not ſollicitous at out 
their return, not diſtruſtful cf Divine Providence, but 
| full 


| 
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full of Poverty, Sanftity and Content, wa'ted God's 
time, at the Return of which (od delay'd nat to recal 
them from Exile, out of Ægypt he called his Son, ard 
directed Fo/eph's Fear and Courſe, that he ſhould drive 
to a Place free from Danger. And the ſame Providence 
God expreſſes to all fincere ' hriftians. and will free 
m from all their Pain, Sorrows, and "Troubles, if 
oh wait his gocd time, ard in the mean while do their 
ty, and deperd upon his Aſſiſtance; the Holy Jeſus 
having gore before them, will aid them, and at length 
make their Cor dition eternally Happy. 

From the Reru:n of his Holy Femin to J a, and 
their Habitat on in Nazareth, till the 8I-f[ed ( nild Jeſus 
was twelve ears of Age, we, have rothing tranſmitted 
to us of auy Autkentick Record, but that they went to 
Jerulal:11 every Year at the Feaſt of th: Paſſover. And 
when eius was twelve Years old, and was in the Holy 
City.” attending upon the Paſchal Rites, and ſolemn Sa- 
crifices of the Law, his Parents having fu filled their Days 
of the eait, went homeward, ſuppoſing the Child had 
been in the Caravan among his Friends, going b-fore a 

whole Days Journey, and when they ſought and found 
him not, they returned to Jeru/al:m, full of Tears and 
Sorrows, and for three Days could not find him, at length 
entring into the Temple to pray to God who knew their 
Pefire, changed their Sorrows into Joy and Wonder, for 
there the Mother found the {oly Son fitting in the midft 
of the Docto s, both hearing them and aſking them 
Queſtions, and when they ſaw him, they were amazed, 
and ſo were all that heard him at his Underſtanding and 
Anſwers, beyond his Education beyc nd his Experience, 
beyond his Yezrs, and even beyond the common At- 
! tairments of the bett Men, diſcourfiny with the Spirit 
of a Peophet, the Demovſtration of an Angel, and the 
{ heighth of Infpiration, for here in the very literal Senſe, 
od out of the Mouths of Babcs, ordained Strength. 
Sjlad were the Parents of the Child to find him Initi- 
| ated with a Miracle, and when he gave them account of 
his Employment, which they underſtocd not, ſaying, 
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How is it th:t ve ſought me? Wilt ye not that I mut 
be about my Father's Beſinzſs, But Mery kept all theſe } 
Sa”imgs in her Heart; And he went down with them, 
and came to Naxareth, and was ſubje& unto them. And 
Jeſus increaſed in Wiſdom, and 8 ature, and in Favour 
with God ad M-n; and no doubt 'ived in all Holineſs 
and Humiſity, ſhewing great Signs of Wiſlom, and 
thereby endcared himſelf to all that beheid his Con- 
veriation, and confirmed them in the ExpeRation which 
eg m raculous 3'rth had created of him; increaſing in 

roportion to his great Beginnings to a miraculous Ex- 
cellency of Grace, ſweetneſs of Demeanour and Excel- 
ler cy of Underttarding. f 


When Hired had drunk ſo deep a Draught of Blood 
at Beth/chem, and ſoug t for more from the Hil- Coun- 
try, EI xabeth carried her Son John the Ha ptiſt, ino 
the Wild rneſs, there in the Defart Places, to hide from 
the Her f that Beaſt, where queſtionleſs ſhe attended 
him with as much Care and Terdernefs, as the Affecti- 
ons and Fears of a Mother could expreſs in thoſe bar- 
ren Solitudes ; It i, recorded, That the Child was a- 
bout eight: Months o!d when he firſt fled to this me- 
la-choly Sanctuary. but after Forty Days his Mother di- 
ed. and his Father Zachary ſlain at his Minittration, 
which h-ppened bout this Time, in the Court of the 
Temple; > tat the Child was expoſed to all the 
Dangers and Infelicities ot an Orphan, in a Place 
of dolita ineſs and Diſcomfort in a Time when af 
b'oodv King mediated his Deltruftion ; but When, 
his Father and Mother were taken from him, the 
Lord took him up For the Gree#s have a Tradition, 
That God deputed an Angel. to be his Guardian, 
and Nouriſher, as he hid formerly Cone to Mac, 
who cwelt in the Wilderneſs ; ard to Flag when: 
he fle! from the Rage of Ahab, ſo to this Child} 
who came in the Spirit of Elias, to make Demon- 
ſtratiou that there can be no Want nor Danger, 
where 
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where God undertakes the Care and Prov ſion for hs 
Children, 


Tke Entertainment that he met with in the Wil- 
derneſe, was iuch as might diſpoſe him to à I iſe of 
Auſterity, to holy Contemp'aiions, Prayers, 21d 
Communinn with God; his Rayment being of Ca- 
mels Hair, and a Leathern Girdie about h's Lo nz, 
and his Meat was Locuſt, and wild Honey: A d 
thus he continued till he was z bout thirt! Ver of 

e, and then, in the fifteenth Yer f T bein, 
Poitius Pilate heing Governor of Juda,. me Word of 
God came unto Jeb in the Wilderieſs, ard he 
came into all the Country of Jad p ac i g ard 
Baptizing. This Jen according to th. Propnec es 
of him ard deſignatiin of hi, e ſen by the Holy 


into Ghoſt, was the Forerunner of Chriit, {ei to git- 
Tom; poſe the People for his Entertain es and rope 
aced his Ways; whom all the J.wich Write:'s of that 
ecti- Time, mention with exceedi g i'raile ; and J2/ pb s 
bar- | who lived ſoon after the Death of Chrit, ſys, init 
as a- he was a meſt excellent Man, cf whom ir was wrt itn 
me- by the Prophet Malachy, behold 1 will ſend my Meſ- 
r di- ſenger; and he ſha'l pepure te Wav before me. It W s 
ch therefore nec ſſiry thit he ſhoud b à Perſen of con- 


lace 


bild 


mon- 


nger, 


here 


ig 


to be a very extraordinary Man, 


» 


| 


| 


ſummate Virtue and Folinsſ:, that the Pur.ty ot his 
Life might gain Credit and Reputation to the Teſtimo- 
ny he was to give concerning his Lord, the Saviour of 
the World, h ch happened accordingly. 


For as the Bapti while he was in the Wild-r- 
reſs, became the Pattern of a ſolitary, comtemp ative 
Lite, and an Example of Sanctity and fingular Auſte- 
ri:y ; ſo when he :ppearcd to the World, he ſeemed 
and the W oncers 
wh ch were great at his birth, ard the Prediction of 
bis Conception, which rever had before happened, put 

in 
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ia the Perſons of Iſaac and Samphon, th: Contempt of 
the World, his mortified © ountenance aua Deportment, 
his auſtere and ſ litary Life, his vehement and zealous 
Preaching, created ſo hizh an Opinion of him in the 


Peop'e, that all held him for a Prephet, and a rere Ex- 


ample of an Holy Life ; and that wa: rendred more aw- 
ful by his ſo!emn Baptiſm. w hezeby he fo prevailed, 
that he mace apt ard a*mirzble Preparations for the 
Lords appea ing, for there went out to him Jeruſal m, 
and all Judea, and all the Regions round about Jordan, 
and were Paptiſed of him, confcſſing their Sins. By 
theſe Heavenly means he ſo won upon the Aﬀections 
of all Men, that his Sermons and teſtimony corcerning 
Chriſt were the more prevalent and acceptable; the 
Sum of hi> Diſcourſes tending to perſuace t cm to repent 
cf their Sins, and bring forth the fruiis cf an Holy 
Life; he was a ſevere Reprehercer of the Ih riſees and, 
Sadducres; he exhorted the | ecple t> do oe of 
Mercy, the Publicans to do ſu ice. and oppreſs no 
Man; the Soldiers to abfa'n from | lunderrg Vio- 
lence and Rapine ; and publick'y declaring t at he was 


not Chriſt, that be only b ptized with W ter ; butthe - 


Holy Jeſu* ſhould ba pt ze WI htte Hel Giof, ard 
with Fire, and finally denouzecd Eternal V rath a. d 
Puniſhmert to all that wer Impenitent ; an ff m his 
Day forward, that i*, from the Dav of John Bapt:/, 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſiffcred Violerce, ard th. Vi- 
olent take it by Force, For now the (Goſpel began to 
dawn, Fohn being like the Mcrn'ng Star, foctelli g 
the approach of the Sun of Righteou'n2{s ; for as St. 


Fohn the Baptiſt lay'd the firtt r ugh, ard unhew'd 


Stone in this Spiritual Buildiug, in Mortification, Self- 
denial, ani doing Violence to our Natural Affectious, 
ſo the Maſter-builder himſelf continued the ſame, by 
propounding the Glories of the Heavenly Kingdom, to 
thoſe only who by bearing the Croſs ſhould obtain the 


ſame. Now was the Time that Multitudes ſhould 


throng and crowd to enter into the Streight Gate ; and 
the younger Brothers, the Genbilis ſhould ſuatch the In- 
| ' ker itance 
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heritance from the Jeaus our elder Brothers; Strangers 
from Natives ; the Publicins and Harlots from the 
Scribes and Phariſees who like violent | erſors ſhall by 
the r |mportunity, Obedien e, Watchfalneſs, and Dili- 
ge ce gain the Kingecm, from hem to whom it was firſt 
off. ed, and Focoh thall be loved, and E/az hated. 

rom the Diſputation of jeſus with the Doors to 
the time of his manifeſtation to Ha, which was a- 
bout eighteen Years, the Holy Child dwelt in Nazareth, 
in great Obedience to his Farents working, as i, ſuppoſ- 


el, with his Hinds in his ſuppoſe] Father Fo{ph's 
Trede, for the S pport of his owa and his Mother's 
> Neccſſitie and that he might heir the Curſe of Adam, 
that in the ſwest of his Brin, h huld eat his Bread: 
But now the full time beicg come, he taok his leave of 
his Mother and his Employment, to begin his Father's 
Work, 
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Wok and his! rophetical Office, in order to the Re- 
d inp ion of the World ; and when Jobs was Baptizing 
in Vedi, Jeſ:: came to Fohr to be bapcized of him. 
And though the Bap:iit had never ſeen his Face, becauſe 
they had been m thcir Ifancy driven to ſeveral Places, 
and deſig ed t ſeveral Offices, yet t e Holy Ghoſt 
immediately 11 pired Jon wth a diſcerning knowing 
Spir.t, fo that it his ffi Arriv-l he knew him, and did 
hm Worſhip ſo tba when Jetus defied to be bipuiz d, 
John forbid Lim, ſiy i g, I nave n ed to be captizel of 
thee, and com ſt thou u to me? Bat our Bl: fle+ St 
viour, who told John that te cune tg fulfil all R ge- 
ouſneſs, would receive hat Rigit which his Fathe. had 
in ituted in order to the N anifeitatin of his Son; and 
by this Baptiſm he became knowa to John, fo that row 
he pointed t hs Perivn in his Sermons and Puiceuries, 
and by calling him the Lamb of God, prop ccy'd of his 
Faſhon, and declared him to be the Worid's tedermer, 
and the Sacriſice for Mankind. 

As ſoon as Jchn had performed his Miniſtry, and 


Jeſus babtized, he prayed, and the Heavens were open- 


ed, and in ti e Air appeared a rew and Glorious Light, 
the Holy Ghoſt deicended like a Dove, and lighting up- 
on him, and a Voice from Heaven, ſy ing, this is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. This was the In- 
auguration and Proclamation of the Aas, when he 
began to be the great Prophet of the New Covenant : 
The Dove is Inofferfive,and feels no diſturbance nor vi- 
olence of Paſſions, when its deareſt Interelts are deftroy - 
ed, we alſo ought to be of an even Spirit in the ſaddeſt 
Accidents which uſu:lly diſcompoſe our Peace, and it is 
certain that there where ever the Holy Spirit dots dwell 
there alſo Peace and Sanctity, *teeknefs, and Charity, a 
mor.ined Will, aud an abſo ute abandoning our own In- 
clinations and deſires to inkab't;* Furthe\nore, this 
Dove, like that which Noah ſent out of the Ark, did 
apt'y ſignifie, that the World ſhould be reneved, and 
2Iſo to be turned to a NewCreati.n,and God hath made a 
Covenant with us, that unleſs we provoke him by our 
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Impieties. he will never deſtroy the Earth any more ; 

when the S 'lemnity of his Baptiſm was over, Chit aſ- 

cen id up out o the Water, and ſome of the Ancients 

repor (bit with what certainty we know not) that the 

Place in int River where his Holy Rody hid been bap- 

ze, v. +> rdacd with a heuing Quality, and a Power 

gh e pers, that bathed themſelves cherein, in the 

5% But the Manifeſtation of this Power, 

il a.trwards, for as yet jeſus did no Mira- 

th Stviuor of the Word was baptized, had 

the ticaven, uh ch never yet had been opened 

and was ceclared the Son of Gud, Jefis was 

pirit driven into the Wilderreſs ; not by an un- 

\ i1-nce, but by a ſuper natural Inſpiration, nd 

n, fo it was the Holy Spirit that bare l. im 

„led by the Gocd Spirit to be tempt- 

9 eil; whither alſo he reired to make De- 

r t don, that in aa ative Life, ſuch as he was de- 

„ cd O theſe ietirements for Comtemplation ard 

P -er a y bencceſfairy, that we may be thereby enab- 

Jen to tic, others, when we have been converſing with 

(ins I t 1» Defart which was reckoned four Miles 

(a. he Viace of his Papulm, and about twenty from 

* in ne abode there forty Pays, and forty Night', 

were Le wis perpatually diſturbzd and aſſaulted with 

E Sers, in the midſt of wild Beaſts, in a continual 

Fat without Eatirg or Drinking Water? and the An- 

g | min; red ung him; being Meſſengers of Comfort, 

a d Su. entation from his Father for the Support, and 

ervice ot his Hu van ty, and employed 1a reiiſting, and 

diicountenincing the Afſtults and tiokilities of the Spi- 

rits of Da Kncſs. 

Whether the Devils appeared in any horrid and af- 

; frizhting Shape, is not certain; but it is more likely, 

| 3} that to a {*erion of Chriſt's Sanct ty, they would appear 

| more Angelica\, he not be'ng to be aftrighted with ug- 
L 
r 


ly Phantaſms, which abue the Weak, ard Imperſect 
Con- 
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Conceptions of igrorant People; by the Way which 
Satan the Vrince of Lc vils took, was that at the Expira- 
tion of :orty Days. Jus being hungry, he invited him 
to eat Bread of his own providirg, which might refreſh 
his Humanity, and prove his Divinity, hoping that his 
Hunger, ard the defire of convincing the Devil, might 
tempt him to eat before the Time appointed : But Fe/ws 
anſwered, It is written, Man ſhall not live by Bread alone, 
but by every Word that proceeds out of the Mouth of 
God; meaning that in every word of God, u ether the 
Commandment be gereral or ſpecial, a Premiſe s either 
expreſſed or implied of the Supply of all Prov.fions, 
neceſſary for him that is doing the Work of God and that 
was the preſent Caſe A Jeſus, who was then doing his 
Father's Work, ard promoting our Intereſt, and therefore 
was fur? to be provided for, and ſo we may Ikewiſe, 
when we? are per.ormirg our Duty. 

The Devil having fa led in this Aſſtult ; tries him a- 
gain, requiring ili a Demonttrat.on of his beivg the 
Son of Gd: he lets him upon the innacle of the emple, 
and invites him to throw himſelf down, \ ying, If thou 
be the S n of G, caſt thy ſeif from hence for it is W it- 
ten, He ſhall give the Angels charge concerning thee, to 
keep thee, ard in their Hands they ihall bear hee up, left 
at any time thou daſh thy Foot againſt a Stone But 
tho' our Saviour was ſecu ed of Gad's Fr tection, yet 
he would not tempt God by r<q.iring an extraordinary 
Act of his Providence, for his unneceſſi:y Vreſervati- 
on. At length Satan unites all his lower of Stratagem, 
and places the Holy Jeſus upon an exiceting high 
Mountain, and by an Angelical ower, rep ents as in 
a Map, all the Kingdoms, Glortes, ard Be-uties of this 
World, and aſſures Jeſus, that all this ws put into 
his Power to give, and would beſtow it on hin, if he 
would fall down and worihip him: But our Bleflced Re- 
Cermer being provoked and angry at this vile Propoſal, 
and his impudent and Blaſphemous Demands, taid, 
Get thee hence, behind me Satan, for it is written, thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, ard him only ſhall ye 


ſerve. 


* 
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ch | ſerve. The Deyil then leaveth him, and behold, Angels 
a- came and miniſtred unto hm, bringing him ſack Things 
m *5 his Neceſſities required; after he had by a ſorty 
h Days faft,, aud Ab®inence, leſt an Example to hi: Dil- 


11s cip es and Fo lowers, That Faſting i; neceſſary to a con- 
ht templat've Life, ard ſor refiliing ard overcoming all 
us temptations and Aluements «f tte Devil and all our 
I, Spi itval Enemies, And we may obſerve, That pover- 
of ty, predeſtination and Ambi:ion are the three Qivers 
12 trom which the Devil drew his Arrows, with which he 
p thought to prevzil againſt Chriit, but our Captain c :n- 
, quered him both for himſelf and us, whereby we may 
at ſee our Dar ger, and low we are provided with a Re- 
is medy zg2inkt all Temptations of the wicked cne. 

re Aſter the Baptiſt by a Sign from Heaven, was con- 


e, | firmed in Spirit ard Underſtanding, that Jeu wes the 
- Me/fas, be immediately publiſhed to the Jabs what 
a God had manifeſted to him, and ſitſt to the prieſts and 
re Levi.es, who ſent a Meſſenger from the Sand im, or 
e. great Coui cil at Feruſalem to know who he was: J 
u anſwered immediately, tha! himſelf was not the Chriſt, 
t- nor Eliæs, nor that Frophet whom they, by a ſrecal 
o Tradition, did expe & to be revealed they krew not 
when, and concerning himſelf he ſaid nothing poſitive 
at but that he was the Voice of one cryirg in the Wildernef;, 
t make freight the Way of the Lord This Lord was then 
amongſt ch m, bat not known, a paſm of great Dig- 
nity, the L-tchet of who'e Shoes he was not worthy to 
unlooſe, or do the meareſt office under him, who tho 
| coming ?fter John, was to increaſe, but the Bapti// was 
n > decreaſe, who did Baptize with the Holy Ghoſt and 
is | with Fre. | 
0 This was the Character of his perſonal Perogat!ves, 
e bnt as yet no Demos ſtration was made of his perſon, 
2— till after the Deſcent ef the Holy Gtfoſt upon him, ard 
. 
„ 
u 
e 
b. 


then where ever the Baptiſ ſaw Jeſus, he points him 
cut with his Finger. Behold the Lamb of God that tzk- 
eth away the Sins of the World! This is he. Then he 
ſhews him to Judreav, Simm Peter's Brother, and io a- 

| C 


rotker 


— 


phecied, that he ſhould ſee Heaven opened, ard tie An- 
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nother Diſciple with him, who both followed Te/ws, and 
abode with him that Night. Ad exv brings his Brother 
Simon with him, and Chriſt changes his Name from Si- 
mon to Peter, or Cephas, which ſignifies a © tone. i hen 
Fea himſelf firds out Ph:/ip of Beth/aida, and bid him. 
ollow him, and Ph; ip firds out Nathanact, and cal s 
hiin to ſee ; thus like Vet ple that came ot of Darlercſ, Ich 
when they ſee the Sun, they call to their Parents to be ed 
Partakers of this new ard ftrange Revelation. Vi fit 
When Nathanael wa: come to 7%, Chriſt ſaw his 17 
Heart, and gave hm a Tcttimony of being truly hot eſt, I ir 
and full cf Holy Simplicity, an Jraclite indced, in v hom 
is n uile; and Nathanael being over-jor ed that he 
had four d the M/s, believing out of Love, a:d lovirg b 
by zezſon of his Joy, having no Suipicion cf his Peron, 
and took his Will and the forwa'drefs of ſuch Afecti- IR 
on in ſuch good Part, that be promiſeu lim greater 
Things. +» Ard this gave Occ: ſion to the firit Pro; hecy k 
which was made him ; for Jeſus faid unto him, Becauſe h 
I faid I faw thee under the Fig-trec, believeit thou; I 
Thou ihalt fee greater Things tllan theſe Aid then pro- 


5 of God aſcendir g and deſcending upon the Son of Ig 
an, but he bring a Doctor of the Law, Chriſt did 11 
not chuſe him for one of his Apaſtlcs. ſ 
About the ſame time there was a Marriage at Cara &f | y 
Galilee, in the Neighbourhood of Chri!t”s ewelling, 
where John the Evargeliit is by ſome {uppoſed, tho' 
without certainty, to be the Bridegroom, to which Fe- 
fes with his Mother being invited, he went to do civi 
lity to the Perſons eſpouſed, and to honour the Holy Or- 
dinance of Matriage; the Perſons then married, were 
th"ught to be but of ir different Fortunes, richer in the 
Love of their Neighbours, than in wealthy Poſſeſſions. 
they had more Company than Wire, which the bleſſed 
Virgin Mother acquainted }<fus with; who anfiyered . £ 
her, Woman, what have I to do with thee, mine Hour 

is not yet come: By this Anſwer, intendit g no Denial 

to his Mother, but to fignify he was not yet entered in- 


105) 


— 
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to the Period ard Vears of Miracles, and when he did, 

it muſt not be for reſp:& of Kindred or civil Relation:, 

but deriving bis Power from above, it muſt be to ſerve 

that Defign which he had received in charge together 
1th that Power. 

And fo his Mother urderſtood him, giving expreſs 
charge to the Attendants, to do whatſoever he commanz- 
ed; Fe/us therefore bid them fill the Water-pot+ Which 
ſtood there {or the uſe of frequent Waſhings, which the 
Jos uſed in all pub'ick Meetings, for fear of contre- 
ing legal Pollations an Impuritiez, herein they feem:d 
too Superititions, waihiag the very Feds and Tables em- 
ploy ed at thei” Featts, The Servants filled them to the 
brim, and as thzy were command:d drew out, and bare 
to the Governor of the Feaſts, who knew not of it, till the 
Miracle grew publick, and the Light ſhewed it fclf, fur 


while they wondred at the Manzgeme=t cf the Feat, in 


| keping th: belt Wire till the lait, it g ew apparent thr: 


he who was Loid of his Creatures, cmd produce neu 
Qualities in that Subject, in which he chuſes to · gloriſy 
his Son. This beginning of Miracles cid jetus at Cana 
in Gaii/ze. For all thoſe Miracles that the Prpifp Le- 
gends report to be done by Chriſt in his Infancy, anc* 
Interval of hi; younger Years, are Apocryphal and 
ſpurious, promoted by the credulity of ſuch perſons, in 
whoſe hearts, Eafineſs, Folly, and Superſtition are bound 


up; this firſt Miracle manifeſted his Glory, ard lis L iſ- 
; Cip'es believed in him. 


[mmediately after this Miracle, Jr/us abode a few 
Days in Capernaum; but becauſe of the great Feaſt of 
the Pafi:ver, he a'cended to Feruſaum, where he per- 
formed az Act of Holy Zeal in behalf of the Honour of 
the Temple, which divers Merchants, and Exchangers 
of Money made their Bank, and Maricet, and brouzht 


f Beaſts thither to be ſold for Sacrifice againſt the great 
{Paichal Solemnity, at the Sight of which our Saviour 


being moved with Indignation, mzde a Whip of fmal 
Cords, and drove the Beaſts out of the Temple, over- 
threw tke accounting Tables, and commanded them that 

C 2 {od 
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od the Doves, to take them from thence. For his An- 
ge wa Loy, and therefcre would rot hare the Doves} 
let fly to tue Detriment of the Owrers, iaying, Make 
not my Fath r'. ; Houle, a a liouſe of Merchandlze; tor it 
thall Le calle, a Home of Faye. to ail Nations: And 
being required to g ve a S gn of his Vocation, he only 
foretold the Reſu rection of nis Bey after turee Days, 
but exfrelicd it in the Metaphor of tue | cmple, Deſtroy 
this Temple, and I II b: jiid it up in three Days; he 
Hake af the 1 ermpie of his 2ou:, and tney underſtood it 
of the Temp'e at / rr /a/em and it was never rightly 
conſtrved till it was accompl. ſhed. 

At this public Convention or A ſſen-bly of the Feaviſs 
Nation, ]ciu; did many Miracles, pobiiſhed himicif to 
be the d, and gained mu) Diſciples, among them 
was Arcedemin, a Do:tor of tlie Law, and a Kuler of 
the Nation, he cane by Night to jeſus, and afhrmed 
bimſclf to be convinced by ihe Miracle which he had 
teen, for no Man can co tho e Miracles which thou coet;, 
except God be wv! a him, jeſus then began to inſtruct 
him in the Mi- cry of Regeneration, ſaying, V erily, 
Verily, I lay mo tuee, except a- Man be bora again, he 
cannot cn:er into the hingdem of (d. | his was ttrange 
Philoſophy to Azc;d. mus, but jeſus bid him not to 
woncer, for tl i, is rot a Work of Humani y, but a 
Fruit cf God's Spirit, for tte Spitit bloweth where it 
lieth, like the Wind which is arparcnt in its Effects, 
but ſccret in the Cauſes znd Production :thercoi. Chrift 
2 ſays, there are lg her Things, aud nere Mileri- 

for him 10 app:/e212 anmũ belcve; tells his own 

— from He. ven, foreteils his Leath and Aſcenſi- 

On, ard the Lleui g of Redem. tion which he came to 
work {cr Nankind, prezches of the Love of the Father, 
the N iſuon of tlie Sun; and Sr ct Faith, ard ti.c 
Glcric: cf Eternit): II. u, b.. th the unbcelieviag and 
Impenitent, ans ceclir.s the difference of an Holy and 
Cor ut Conſc ence, tie Suaine and fear of the one, 
the Cor Hdence and S. veriy of the other, and this was 
the: cm of his Sermon to Net mis, Which wis the 
* 
* 


. I. 
* 


Lale. 
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An- ſulleſt of Mi'ery of any that he ever made, except 
ove; that immediately before his Paſhn ; all his other Ser- 
lake mons being more practical. 
er it! From Feru/alcm Jeſus goth into the Country of 7# 
Anda, aitended by divers Dijciples, whoſe U. ceritand!ngs 
on! ere brought mto Subjecion and Obedier ce to him, 
1ys, upon Confderce o the Divinity cf his Miracles. Th-re 
troy the Diſciples rec ived all that came, and baptized them, 
 heffas Johr at the ſ me time dd, and by that Ceremony 
4 it} admitted them into t“ Cv iitian L iſeipline and Inſtitu- 
hely tion, according to te + itoms of the Dottors and great 
Prophets among the Tens. who bapiizing their Scho- 
, lars, was the Ceremony of their Admilian, And now 
* tof the Time was come that Caritt nut ecre's, n! the 
1c:n l, Baptiſt ſuffer Diminution, for Carit came fr m ab,ve, 
- off and was above all, and the dum of ki; Dod ige as, 
ned! That which he bad ſeen and heard from the Father, 
nad] whom God ſent to that Purpoſe; to whom God had ſet 
£*: | his Seal that it was true; who ſpake the Words of God, 
-ux4 whom the Father loved; to whem be gave the Spirit 
ily, without meaſure, and into whoſe han; God had dehi- 
be] vered all Things; this was ha whoſe Teſtimony the 
World received not; and that they might know rot 


Nye 
- FE y what Perſon they ſiighted, but how great Salvation 


i: they alſo neglected; John ſums up all luis Sermons, and 
it finiſhes his Minniſtry, with this Stying, He that beliey- 
2. eth on the Son hath Ev erlaſting Life, ard he that be- 


if lieveth not the Son, ſhall not fee Lite, but the Wratls 
of God abideth on him. | 


= And now the Baptiſt had fulfilled the Office of bear- 
111 ing Witneſs unto lefus, God was pleaſed to give hm 


„bis Writ of Eaſe, and beſtow'd on him his Reward upon 

this Occzſion: TFohbn who had learnt to deſpiſe the 
World, and all the Flatteries and Impertinencie: thereof, 
* did his Duty juſtly, and without reſpect 6f Perſon, and 
a be reproved the People for th ir Crimes and Immarali- 
ties, ſo he ſpared not Herad the ſecond, then King of 
Juda, but told him plainly in his Sermonz, That it waz 
not lawful for him to marry Herodias, his Brother Phi- 
©: | C J - lip's 


c 
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lip's Wiſe ; for this Sermon he felt the venemous Fury 
of an enraged Woman, and was caſt into Priſon, ard y 
zbout a Year after, was ſacrificed to the Scorn and , 
Pride cf a laſcivious Mother, and her immodeſt Daugh- ! 
ter, being a: the end of the ſecond Year of Chiilt's 
k 
{ 
; 


Preaching, beheaded by Herod's Cemmand, who would- (F= 
not retratt his Oath, becauſe of his Honour, and a raſh 
Vow te made in the midſt of his lollitey and Compla- 
cencys of his riotous Dancings ; His Head was brought 
vp in a Dich, and made a Feltival Preſeut to the 10vng 
Girl, who give it to her Mothe-, by whoſe Advice the 
c emanded the Murdering of him, a barbariſm beſore 
unknown in that Country, 7 
But the Jedgments of God, which ſleep not long, 
ſcon overtook Herod, fer having turned away his Wi'e, 
who was the Daughter of Jretvs, a Kiug of Aral ia Pe- 
tree, to obtain Heracdigt, he provoked her Father to 
commence War with Herca, who accordingly defeated 
his whole Army, and forced him to an inglorious 
Flight, which the Jewvs generally believed to be a Judg- 
ment on him for his unworthy aad villanous Execution 
of Jahn the Boptifl, God in his Wiſdom and Severity 
making one Sin to be the puniſhment of another, and 
neither of them both to peſs without a Signature of a 
Curſe ; ard Nicepborus reports, That ths Dancing 
Daughter of H:r9/ias pefiirg over a frozen Lake, the 
Ice broke, and ſhe fell up to her Neck in Water, and 
her Head was partcd from her Body by the Violence of 
the Fragments, ard fo periſhed, divine Providence cau- | 
ſing the Judgments to be a Repreſentation of her Sin? 


DC" 


— — — 
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Heredias herielf, with the Adulterous Paramour Herecd, 
were baniſhed to Lyans in France, by Decree of the Ro- 
man Senate, where they lived inglicriouſly, and died 
miſerably; it is recorded, that when her Daughter 
Sakme brought the Bapti/i's Head to her, ſhe thruſt the 
Tongue through with a Needle, in Revenge for what it 
had uitered again her; but ſhe herſelf paid the 
Charges of her Triumph. 

W hea Jeſus had heard that John was caſt into Priſon, 
and 
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ry and that the Phariſees were envious againit himſelf, for 
d the great Multi:ude of People that reſorted to his Pap. 
d tiſm, which he mini*red, nat in his own Perſon, but 
1- bs the Deputation of his Diſciples, they ſiaiſhing the 
3 Miniſtration which himfelf began, (who, as one of the 


d- = Ancents reports) bapt zed the bleſt:-4 Virgin his Ma- 
h ther, and P ter only; and Peter baptized Ardrcaw, 
4 James, and Fohn, and they others, he leſt Juda ard 
came inta Galilee, pæ ſſiog n- ar Sychar, a City of Sama- 
ia; webere in the heat of Day, and uearineß of his 
Journey, ke ſat don at the fide of Jacab's Well; 
| whither, when his Diſe'ples were gone to buy Meat, a 
Gam init Wom:n cometh to draw Water, of whom 
Fejus ifſked ſome to cool, and refreſh bimſelf. Little 
knew th: Woman the Exce'l-ncy of the perſon that 
aſked ſo ſmall a Charity, neither bad ſhe learnt that a 
Cup of cold Water given to aDiſciple ſould be rewarded, 
and much rather ſuch a preſent to the Lord himſelf, but 
proſeented the ſpite of her Nation. and inſtead of wafh- 
ing Feſus Feet, and giving kim Drink, demanded of 
him, why he being a Fee, ſhould aſk Water of a Sama- 
ritan, for the Fews have no dealings with the Sgmart- 
(ans. 

The Ground of the Quarrel was this: In the foxth 
Year of Hezehiah, Salmazazar, King of Mria, plun- 
dered Samaria, tranſported the [/-aelites to Aria, 
and plantcd an 4/jrian Colony in the Town and Coun- 

try, who by Divine Yengeanee, were deſtroyed by Li- 
ons, which no power of Man could reſtrain pr leſſen: 
The King of ria thought the Cauſe was, their not 
ſerving God according to the Rites of Mofes's Law 3 
and the efore ſent a Jewwih Captive Prieſt to inſtruc the 
remaining Inhabitants in the Few; Refigion ; who fo 
learned and practiced ir, that they ſtill retamed the ſu- 
perſtitious Heathen Rites, till Manaſſer, the Brother of 
Fadds che High Prieſt of Jeruſalem, married the Daugh- 
ter of Sambel/ct, who was the Governor under King 
Darius: Manaſſis being reproved for marrying a 
Stranger, the Daughter 2 an uncircumciſed Gentile, 2 
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2dmoniſhed to diſmiſs her, flies to Samaria, perſuades 
his Father-in-law to build a Temp'e on Mount Gerizim, 
introduces the Rites of daily Sacrifice, nd makes him- 
ſelf High-Prieſt, and began to pretend to be the true 
Succeſſor of Aaron, ard commences a Schiſm, in the 
time of Alexander the Grezt- From whence the Que- 
ſtion of Religion grew {o high, that it begat Diſaffection, 
Axzger, Animoſities, Quarreis, Bloodſhed and Murder, 
not only in Paleſpine, but where ever a J. and a Sama- 
ritan hed the ill Fo: tune to meet; ſuch being the Na- 
ture of Men, that they think it the greateſt Injury in 
the World when other Men are not of their Opinion; 
ard that they pleaſe God moſt, when they are moit fu- 
riouſly Zea'ous z ard no Zeal beiter to be expreſſed, 
than by hatirg all thoſe whom they are pleaſed to think 
God hates. 

This Schiſm was proſecuted with the greateſt Spit 
that ever any was, becauſe boch Parties were much g.vec 
to Superſtition, ard this was promoted by the Confti- 
tution of their Religion, conſiſting much in Externals 
ard Ceremonies, without their improving them to any 
moral or ſpiritual Sen.e, or to Charity, and therefore 
the Jets cal ed the Samaryancs Accuried ; again, the 
Samaritanes at the Paſchal Solemri:ty would at Mid- 
night, when the Jeus Temp'e was open, ſcatter dead 
Mens Pones to prophane and defile the Place, and both 
would fight, and eternally diſpute the Queſtion; ſome- 
times referring it to an Arbitrator, and then the con- 
quered fide would decline the Atbitration after Sentence, 
which they did at Alexandria before Ptol:mens Phil:me- 
ter, and Andronicu: by a moving Oration, procured 
Sentence agziult Theodbfius and Sabbæus, the Samari. 
tane Advocates, the Sentence was given for Feruſalem, 
and the Schiim increaſed and continued till the Time of 
our Saviour's Conference with thi: Women. 

And it was ſo implanted, and fixed into their Under- 
ſtandings, that u hen this Woman preceived Jeſus to be 
a prophet, ſhe undericok a Queſiion with him: Our 
Fathers worſhipped in this Mountain, and ye ſay Jeru- 


ja lem 
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ſalem is the Place where Men ought to worſhip. Our 


Sa vicur knew the Schi'm was great encugh already, and 
was nat willing to make the Bre ch wider, and thorgh 
he gave Teflinocy of the Truth, that Salvsticn 1. of 
the Jeays, ard ue know u hat we worthip, ye do not; 
yet bec.uſe the Occaſion ct this Queliion was ſhortly to 
be 1emoved, Jeſus takes this Opporturity to preach the 
Geſpe!, and to reconcile before hard, the diizgrecing 
Intereſt:, nd ſettle a Revc'ation to te verived fr e er. 
that neither here nor there by way of Confinement, 1 or 
in one Country more than another, but where ever any 
Men thall cell upon Ged ia Spirit and Truth, there ke 
ſhall be he ud. 

The Holy jeſus then te!'s her of Living Water, of 
Eternal Satisfactions, of never thirſting again, ot her own 
perſcnal Condition, as to her Marriages, ani detlares 
himſe't to bz the Mc/{as ; and then was interrupted by 


the ccming of his Diſciples, who Mondred to ſce him,. 


talking with a Woman ; but ſhe being full of Joy and 
Wonder, left her Water-pot, and ran into the City, 10 
publich the NM. et; and immediately all the City came 
out to ſee; ard mary believed on him, upon the Tei- 
mony of the Woman, ard more when they heard Rs 
own Diſcourſes ; they invited him to the- Town, ard 
received him with x:ndnefs and Tloſpit lity for two. 
Days, after whicn he Cepartci] to his 'own Town Gali 
lee; where he was entertaired with Reſpect, becauſe 
of the Miracles which the Gal: enn, ſaw done by tim at 
the Feaſt, and beirg at Cana, where he urcught the firſt 
Miracle, à noble Perſon (little Kirg or Ku'er) came 
ta Jetus ui h much Revetercæ, and I. portenity, defi- 
ring that he would immediately come Cown to bis Houſe, 
to heal hi; Son who was at the Point of Death. jeſus 
who did not work Niirac'es by natural ens, cured the 
Child at Diſtance, and diſmiiſ' d the Prince, tcllirg him 
luis Son lire], aud by the Acco-'nt of h's Servants, he 
found that the Child revived at the fame t me when theſe 
tealirg Words were ſpoken by Jeſus, upon which 
he and all his Houſe beczme Chriſi's Diſciple , 
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Our Saviour then left Nazar:th, and came to Caper- 
naum, a Maritime Town of great Reſort, chuſing that 
for his Scene of Preaching. and his Place of Pwellirg. 
For now the Time was fulülled, the Cfiice of the Bap- 
tiit was expired, and the Kingdom of Gcd was at Hand. 
He therefore preached the Sum of the Goſpel, Faith 
an] Repentance, R:pert, and believe the Goſpel, ard 
whit that Goſpel was, the Sum and Subſtance of all h's 
Ser mots aſterward declared. Jeſus now ſaw it conve- 
tient to chuſe Diſciples to his Minittry and Service in the 
Wor's of Preachirg; and to be Witceſſes of that he 
hond ſay, do, or teach, for Ends which were after- 
wards make publick; Jeſus therefore as he walked by 
the Seca of Galilee, callid Simon and Aare, who 
knew him before by the Preaching of John, and now 
leſt their Ship and their Nets, end followed him. Wren 
he was gone a little farther, he calls two Sons of Zebe- 
dee, James and Yohn, and they wert afier him. And 
with this Family he goes up ard down the whole Galli- 
ke, preaching the Goſpel of the Kirgdem, healing all 
manner of Diſeaſes, curing Demoniaks, cleanſirg Le- 
pers, and giving Strength to thoſe that had the Pal!- 
he, and lame Perſons. 

But when the People prefſed on him to hear the Word 


. of God, he ſtood by the Lake of Gere/aret, and preſently 


entring into Simon's Ship, commanded him to Launch in- 
to the Deep, and from thence he taught the People, and 
there wrought a Miracle: For teirg Lord of the Crea- 
tu: es, he commanded the Fiſhes of the Sea, and they 
obeyed ; fer when Sine who had fiſhed all Night in 
vain, let down his Net at the command of Jeſus, he in- 
cloſed fo great a Number of Fiſhes, that the | t brake, 
and the — were amazed. and ſuprized at fo 


great a Draught; by which Miracle it was intended that 
a Repreſentation ſhould be made of the Chu: ch of Chrift, 
and the Multitudes of believe:s, who ſhould be taken by 
Simon, and the other Diiciples who were hereby con- 
ſigned to be Fiſhers of Men, and by their Holy Doct- 
rines ſhould gain Seuls to God, and that when ap — 
f ou! 
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ſhould be &rawn to Shore, and Separation be made at 
the Day of judgment by the Angels, they ard their Dit- 
ciples ſhould enter into the Joy of the Lord, and the 
Wicked receive the Portion of R. probates. And row 
the Fame of Jeſu; went into all Syyia, and there came to 
him Multitude; from Galle, Decafalis, F. ruſil.m and 
Fudea; ard all that had any Sick, with divers Diſ- 
eaſ 3, brought them to him, and he laid his Hands on 
every one of them, and healed them; and when he cur- 
ed the Lunzticks, and Perſons poſſeſſed with evil Spi- 
rits, the Devil cryed out and confeſſed him to be Chriſt, 
the Son of God, but he ſuffered them not: Chuſing ra- 
ther to work Faith in bis Diſcip'es by Moral Arguments 
ard Demonitrati:ns of the Spirit, than by the forced 
Teitimony of accurſed and anwilling Spirits, 

When ſeſus faw his Aﬀembiy full, and his Audience 
numerous, he went up into a Mountain, and when his 
Diſciples came to him, he made that admirab'e Ser- 
men called, The Sermon upon the Mourt ; which is a 
Divine Compendium of ſuch excelent Truths, and con- 
tairs a breviary of thoſe Moral Precepts given by At, 
and enlarging their Obligation by a itrifter Seyſe, an1 
more ſevere Expontion ; that their Righteouſneſs ought 
to exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees. 
Preaches Perfect on, and the Do&rines of Meekneſs, and 
Poverty of Spirit, Chriſtian Mcurning, defre of Holy 
Things, Mercy and Purity, Peace and :uff. ring Injuries ; 
Affixing a ſpecial Promi'e of bleſſing to be the Inheri- 
tance of thoſe who are endued with theſe fpiri ual Gra- 
ces and Excellerces, he explains ſome Parts of the Ten 
Commandments, and adds Precepts of his own. He 
teaches his Di.cip!es to pray, how to Feſt, how to give 
Alms ; Contempt of the World, not to judge others, 
forgiving Injuries ; againſt Covetouſneſs and worldly 
Love; of brotherly Reproof, of the Stra'g'1t Gate, and 
Nerrow Way; ot falſe Prophets; :gairit Hypocriſy 3 
concluding with an Exhortation to true Piery ; and that 
Men ſhould ſee the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righte- 
ouſne(s thereof, 

When 
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When Jeſus came down from the Mounta n, having 
ended his Sermon, a poor lepraus Man came und nor- 
ſnipped him, and begged to be cle nſed, which Jeſus 
ſoon granted; engaged him not to publiſh it when he 
ſhould go abroad, but ſending him to the Prieſt, to offer 
the Gift according to the Law of Mo/cs : He then came 
to Cepernam m, and taught in their Synagegues upon the 
Sabbath Day, where in his Sermons he expreſſed he 
Digrity of a Prophet, and the Authericy of a Perſon, 
ſent from God, there he cures one poſſeſt with an evil 
Spirit, ard »fterward the Mother of Sims, of a Fever, 
and Multitude: beſetting Simon's Houſe he cured them 
all, and retired very early in the Mornirg to a Defart 
Place, that he might have an Opportunity to pray, with- 
out being diſturbed with the Noiſe of the People; yet 
neither could he be ſo hid, for the Multitude found him 
out by their diligent Attendances of him, but Jeſus told 
them plainly, He muſt preach the Goſpel to other Cities 
alſp, and therefore reſolved to paſs to the other Side of 
the lake of Gene/areth, whither while he was going, a 
Scribe offered himſelf to. be bis Diſciple, and that he 
would go with him whereſoever he went; but Chriſt 
told him his Condition was worſe than the Foxes or the 
Birds of the Air, who had Habitations provided, but 
he had none; no, not a Place to lay his Head, and find 
Reſt ; but what became of this forward Profe ſſor, af- 
terward, we know not. Others Jeſus bound to a ſpeedy 
Profeſſion, not ſuffering one to go Home to bid his 
Friends farewel, and another not ſo much as to bury 


* his Dead. 


By that time ſeſus was got into the Ship it was late, 
and he ſo heavy to fleep, that the viole: t Storm which 
happened- could not awake him, till the Ship being al- 
mott covered with the Waves, and in Banger of being 
ſunk. The Diſciples then awaked him, — Ma- 


ſter, careſt thou not that we Periſh, and immediately 


there was a great Calm, and they preſently arrived ia 
the Land of the Sadarenes, rear the City of Gaara, 


where there were many Sepulchres in the tHollownz1s of 
the 
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the Rocks, in which the Nead were buricd, where ma- 


ny ſup>rſtiticus Perſcns uſed to invocate Evil Spirits; in- 
ſomuch, that at the Inſtant of cur Saviour's Arrival in 
the Country, there met him two peſleſſed with Devils 
from thoſe Tombs, exceedirg Fierce, and ſo had been a 
long time, inſomuch that no man durſt paſs that way: 
Je:us commanded the Devils out of the poſſeſſed Per- 
ſons, but there were gertaia Men feeding Swine, which 
though extreamly abominated by the Ferv;Þ Rel gion, 
yet for the uſe of the Roman Armies, and quarter ng of 
Soldiers, they were p:rmiited, and divers Priviledges 
granted to the Maſters of ſuch Herds; he gave them 
leave, and the Swire ran violently down a ſtzep Place, in- 
to the hot Baths, which were at the Foot of the Hill on 
which Gadara was built, and periſhed in the Wa ers. 
The Accident ſo troubled the Inhabitants, that they 
came and intreated Jeſus to depart out of the Coaſts ; fo 
leaving Galilee of the Gentiles, he came to the leſſer 
Galilie, and while he was fitting in an Houſe, which 
was ſurrounded with Multitudes of People, a Man fick 
of the Palſy was brought thither to be cured ; and they 
were feign to untile the Houſe, and let him down in his 
Bed with Cords in the midſt before Jeſus, who was con- 
ferring with his Doctors; When Chritt ſaw their Faith, 
he ſaid, Man, thy Sins are forgiven thee. At which 
ſaying the Phariſees being troubled, thinking it to be 
Elaſphemy, and that none but God could forgive Sins; 
Jeſus, to verify his Pardon, gave them a palpable De- 
monftration of it; for the Jews did be.ieve that all 
Afﬀidtions were Puniſhment for Sin, and therefore they 
{aid in another Caſe, who ſinned, this Man or his Fa- 
ther, that he was born blicd. And that removing of 
the Pumſhment, was forgiving of the Sin; and therefore 
Jeſus to prove that his Sins were forgiven him, removed 
that which they ſuppoſe to be the Effect of his Sin; 
ard by curirg the Palſy, prevented their further Mur- 
mur about his Pardon, ſaying, that ye might know 
the Son of Man hath Poser in Earth to forgive Sim: 
He ſaich to the Sick of the Paliy, Ariſe, take up thy — 
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and walk ; and the Man aroſe, and was healed, and glo- 
rified God. 

A while after Jeſus went again toward the Sea, ard 
en his way ſeeing Matthew tre Pullicer fitting at the 
Receipt of Cuſtom, he bid kim tol'ow nim? Matrh ww 
hrſt feated Jeſus, and then te became his Diſciple; 
but the Pari/ces that were with him, begin to be con- 
cerned that he Eat with Pub'icans and Sioner: : For the 
Office of the Publicant, tho' amongſt ther Romans it was 
Honeſt and of great Account, and the h wer of the Ro- 
man Knights, the Ornament cf the City, the Security cf 
the Common wealth, was accounted to corſiſt in the So- 
ciety of the Pablicans; yet among both the Jet and 
(Greeks, the name was Odious, ar d the Perſons were 2c- 
curſed, not only becauſe the Chief of them were Stran- 


rof their Nation, and the Priviledge of their Re- 
ligion, That none of them ſhould pay Tribute, and al- 
ſo becauſe they were very unjuſt, and great Oppreſſore, 
having a Power unlimited, and Covetouineſs zs greedy 
as the Grave, But Jeſus gave ſuch an account of the 
Reaſons of his converſirg with them, becauſe they were 
Sinners, that it was 2s if a Phyſician ſhould be removed 
for having ſo much to do with ſach Perſons, for there- 
fore was he ſent, not to call the Righteous but Sinners 
to Repentance, to advance the Reputation of Mercy a- 
bose the Rites ef the Ceremomal Law. 

When ſeſus was diſcourfing with the Phariſees, Fai- 
r, a Ruler of the Synagogue, came to him, defiring 


ke would helg. his Daughter who ley a Dying. As he. 
to Houſe, a Weman met him who had 


was going 
been diſeaſed with an Iſſue of Blood twelve Years, with- 
out hope of a Remedy, from Art or Nature ; upon the 


confident Perſuaſions of an Holy Faith, ſhe runs to him 


thinking that if ſhe did but touch the Hem of his Gar- 
ment, the ſhould be whole; and accordingly upon the 
Touch, the Fountain of her Bicod was dried up, and ſhe 
felt in her Body that ſhe was healed of that Plague: 
S. Ambroſe fays, That this Woman was Martha, yet 

, a6 


but becauſe the Feu eſpecially flood upon the 
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it was not likely that ſhe was a Few, but a Gentile, 
becruſe of that Return which ſhe made in Memory of 
her Cure and the Honour of Jeſus, according to the 
Gentile Rites, For Euſebius reports, that himſelf ſaw at 
C-/area Philipi, a Statue of Braſs, repreſenting 2 Wo- 
man kneeling at the Feet of a gocdly Pe ſonage, who 
held his Fland out to her, in a Poſture of granting her 
Requeit, and doing Favour to her ; and the Inhabitants 
ſaid it was erected by the Care and Coſt of this Wo- 
man ; and that at the Pedeſtal of this Statue, a Plante 
did grow, which was Medicinal in the Diſeaſe ſhe was 
cured of, and many others. This Story ſeems not well 
grounded, ſince two Evangelitts affirm, That ſhe had 
ſpeat all her Subftance upon Phyficians ; and was there- 
fore uncapable of being at ſo much Charge; neither 
would the Heathen Princes have ſuffered it to ſtand fo 
many Years, who ſtrictly- ſearched all Places, to diſ- 
cover, and demoliſh all Monuments of Chriſtianiey 3 
ard therefore probably theſe Figures which Euſebius 
ſaw, were erected upon ſome Heathen Story or Cere- 
mony, and by the Chriſtians in after Ages, confidently 
applied to the preſent Hi of this Woman. | 

When Jeſus was come to the Ruler's Houſe, he found 
the Minſtrels making their Funeral Noiſes for the Death 
of Fairus's Daughter, of which his Servants had ac- 
quainted him, yet Jeſus turned out the minfire!s, and 
entred with the Parents of the Child into her Chamber, 
and taking her by the Hand, he called her, and awake- 
ned her from the Sleep of Death, and commanded them 
to give her Meat to Eat, and exjoyneg. them not to 

iſh the Miracle; but the more Jelus endeavoured 
not to be popular, and to ſuppreſs the Noiſes and Ne- 

of his Acts, the more they were diſcoursd of and 
publiſh'd about the Country. As he came from Jai- 
us Houſe, he cured two Blind Men, upon their Peti- 
tion, and Confeſſion, that they did believe in kun. And 
caſt out a Dumb Devil, ſo much to the Wonder and A- 
mazement of the People, that the oO could hold 
no longer, being ready to burſt with Fury, 2 
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He cait out Pevil by the help of the Devils. Their ma- 
lic? beirg contradictory and unrcaſonable, as if the de- 
vil ſhould c ntrive the deſtruttion of his own kingdom. 
This was the fit Eruption of their Rage. fer all the laſt 
Year, which was the firlt of Jeſus's pre:cairg, VL was -þ 
quiet. reither the Fexus nor the Samaritan s, nor tne |} 
Gaicl-ans vid * align his D.Erine or Ferſon, bat he 
preached with much prace on all Hards, for this was 
the Yer which tte Prophet Jia called in his F redic- 
tion. The accepted Year of the Lord. 

The frſt Year of Jeſus, which was a Year of Peace 
and undifturbed preacning, being expired, there was a 
Feaſt of the Jews, and Jeſus went up to Feru/alem, this 
Feaſt was the ſecond Paſſover to be kept after he began 
to preach ; not the Feaſt of Pentecoſt or Tabernacles, 
both which were paſſed before Jeſus came laſt from Ju- 
da, whither when he was now come; he finds Th im- 
potent Perſon lying at the Pool of Bethſada, waiting till 
the Angel ſhould move the Waters, after which whoſoever 
firſt fepped in, was cured of his Infirmity. The Poor 
| Man had waited thirty eight Years, and {ill was rrevent- 

ed by ſome other that reeded a Phy fician ; but Jeſus 
ſeeing him, had pity on him, cured him, and bid him 
| take up his Bed and walk; this Cure hapreaed to be 
wroaght upon the Sabbith, at which the Jeaus were ſo 
| moved with Indignation, that they thought. to ſlay him, 
| and their Arger was the more outregious by his calling 
himſelf the Son of God, and making himſelf equal with 
| God, upon which Occꝛr ſion Jeſus diicourſes on his Mit- 
. fion, and Authority from the Father, and the Ur ion 
which was between them ; and preaches Life and Sal- 
vation to them that believe in him; propheites of the 
Reſurrection of the dead, by the Efficacy of the Voice 
of the Son of God; ſpeaks of the Day of Judgment, 
and the differing Conditions of the Righteous and the 
Wicked; confirms his Words and Miſhon by the Tett;- 
mony of Jchn the Baptiſt, A, and other Scrip- 
turcs. | 
But ſtill the Scandal rifes higher againſt him, for [ho 
if» 


a .» Ay” * 5 


| 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 59 


Diſciples going through the Corn-*..1d,, pull ripe Ears 
on the Sabbath Day, and rubbing them in their Hands, 
Eat them to fatisfy their Hurger, for which he enCea- 
vour'd to conviace the , vw bo wire hghly offenced, 


that Works of Neceſſity a Ae: re to be done at all 
Times, notwitht andi, g 28 oh ' G£n mand to the 
contrcry, and the beſt tervin,. „ d vpon any Day 
whatſoever. or ary part of he that - vacant from 
other Offices, and -proper for a 2 - Feilival. But 


when neitizer Renſon, nor Religio. w id fy them, 
but that they went about to ki, him he withdrew from 
. pe ard returned from GC.//'-. wiither the 

cribes and Phari/ces followed him, - r&tly obſerving 
whether he would again perform an A-t of Mercy upon 
the Se bbath Day, which yet he Hill re olved todo, for 
entring into one of the Synagogues, he ſaw a labouring 
Man with a withered Hand, who deſired Help of him, 
that he might again be reſtored to the uſe of his Hands, 
leſt he ſhould be compelled with Miſery and Shame to 
beg his Bread, Jeſus reſtored his Hand as whole as 
the other, in the midſt of all thoſe Spies and Enemies ; 
upon which Act being confirmed in their Malice, the 
Phariſees went forth, and joyned with the Heredians 
(a Sett of People who ſaid H-rod was the Meſias, becauſe 


when the Scepter departed from Judah, he was decla- 


red King) aid both together tozk Council how they 
might kill him, Jeſus therefore again departed to the 
Sea-c: aſt, and as his Fame, gſo his Company increaſed ; 
for he was now followed by new Multitudes from Ga/:- 
lee, from Judea, from Feru/a/im, from Idumea, from 
be) ond Jordan, and from about Tyre and Sydon ; who 
hearing the Report of his Miraculous Power, to cure 
all Diſeaſes by the Word of his Mouth, or the touch of 
his Hand, or the handling of his Garment, came with a 
whole Hoſpital of Sick, poſſeſſed, ard all other Diſea- 
ſe and were all immediately cured; the Devils con- 
ſeſſing publickly, that he was the Son of God, till they 
were all, upon ſuch Occ:iicns, teſtrained and compel- 
led to ſilence. 

Jeſus 
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Fe ſus having, row commanded a Ship tobe ir di- 
neſs againſt the Preflures of (he Multitude, went up 
into a Mountain to pray 3nd continued in Prayer all 
Night, and the next Da choſe out of the Numer of 
his Diſciples twelve to be Apoſtles. namely Simon, 
Peter, and Andrew, James and John. the Sors of 
T Funder, Philip and Barth lome w. Mathew and To- 
mas, James the Son of Alphews, nd Simn the Zealor, 
Judas the Brother of Fames, ard Judas !ſrarict. With 
theſe deſcending f om the Mountain to the PI i, he 
initrufts his Apotles in the Doctrine of the K nyutom; 
tor row becauſe he ſaw Jac} ſ:attered like Sheep, 
having no Shepherd. he propoſod to ſend theſe A road 
| to preach Repentarce, and that his Kingdom was at 
; hand, and gave them alſo particular Inſtructiors for 
| their Journey ; for Jeſus ſent them out by two ard 
two, giving them Power over all unclean Spirits, and 
to heal all manner of Sickneſs and Diſeaſes; tellirg 
J them they were the Light, and the Eyes, and the 

| Salt of the World; fo intimatirg their Duty to be 
diligent, Holy and Uncorrupt.givirg them in Charge, 
to preach the Goſpel, to diſpenſe their Power and 
1 Miracles freely as they had received it; to anoint lick 
Per ſons with Oil, not to enter into any Samaritane 
Town, but to go rather to the loſt Sheep of the 
| Houſe of Iſrael; to provide nothing for their Jourrey, 
dat to depend upon the Piety and Charity of the New 
| Converts; he Arms them againſt Perſecution; gives 
them leave tofly from one City to another, promiſes 
them the Aſſiſtance ot his Spirit, encourages them by 
his own Example of Long ſufferirg; —— of 
Divine Providence,exprefied even to Creatures of the 
{malle{t_Value, and by promiſe of great Rewards, to. 
the vali int Conſeſſion of his Name; and promiſes 
great Retributions, not only to them who loſe any 
thing of Value, for the Sake of Telus, but to thoſe 
tht did beltow but a Cup of cold Water upon a 
thirty Diſciple. And with theſe Inſtructions they 
departed to preach to the Cities, ſeſus then return- 
ing to Capernaum, received the Addreſs of a faithtul 
Centurion of a Legion, (called, The [ron Legion, 
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Legion, which uſually quare-rcd in Fudea) in behalf 
of his Servant whom þ- 10oved, who was grievoully. 
afflicted with the Pzhy, and healed him as a Reward 
and Honout tr his Maſter's Faith, And from hence 
poing to the City Nain, he raiſed to Life the only Son 
of a Widow, whom the Mourrers followed in the 
Street, bearing the Corpſe with Lamentatiors to his 
Grave, upon the Fame of theſe, and divers other 
Miracles, Fohn the Baptiſt who was ill in Priſon, 
(for he was not put to Death till the Latter-end of 
this Year) (:nt two of his Diſciples to him, enquiring 
if jeſus was he that ſhould come, or ſhould we look 
for another, To whom ſeſus returred ro poſitive An- 
ſwer, but a Demonſtration from the Nature of the 
T izing, and the Glory of the Miracles, ſaying, return 
to F:bn, ard tell him what you fee, for the Deaf hear, 
the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the Dead are raiſed, 
ard the Lepers are cleanſed, and to the Poor the Gol- 
pe l is preached, which were the diſtinguiſhing Char- 
acter of the Meſſias, according to the Prediction of 
the Holy prophets. 

When John's Diſciples were gore with this An- 
{wer, Jeſus began to diſcourſe of the Authority ard 
Holice's of Fobn's Perſon, the greatreſs of his Office, 
and the Divinity of bis Commiſſion, 1aying, That he 
was greater than a Prophet, a burning and ſhining 
Light, the Elias that was to come; and the con- 
ſummation or ending of the Old Prophets, adding 
withai, That the perverſeneſs of that Age was moit 
unaccountable in the Entertainment of himſelf and 
the Baptiſt, ſince Jo ba who came thither cating and 
drinking ; that by his Auſterity, and mortified De- 
22 he might engage the Judgments and Af - 
ections of the People, nor Jeſus who came both eat- 
ipg and drirking, that by an affable Liſe, framed to 
the compliance and common Uſe of Men, he might 
ſweetly iranuate into the Minds of the Multitude, 
yet neither of them could obtain Belief among(t 
them; they objected agairit every Thing, and no- 
thing could pleaſe them, but Wiſdſom and Righteoufſ- 
neſs is juſtied of all her Children. Jeſus 
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Jeſus then proceeds to « (eyere Reprehenſion of Ca- 
pernaunt, Chorazia, ard Bet. ida, for their pertina- 
cious Obſtinacy in their Sins ard Jrfidelity, in De- 
fance of all the mighty Works which ne had weought 
among them. Hovvever, Jeſus gloriged God for the 
magnityirg of his Mercy, that thoſe Things which 
were hid from the Wiſe, Mighty, and Noble; who 
were not ht Subjects for the Simplicity of the Goſpet, 
were revealed to Babes, and concludes this Sermon 
with in Invitation to all weary and diſconſolate 
Per ſons, loaded with a Senſe of their Sin and Meſery. 
to come to him, promiſing E- ſe to their Burthen and 
Retreſhment to their Wearineſs and to exchange their 
heavy reſſures into an eaſy Yoke, and a light Burchen. 

When Jeſus had ended his Sermon, one of the Pha- 
riſces, named Simon, invited him to eat with him; in- 
to whoſe H-uſe when he was entered, a certain Wo- 
man that was aSinner,abiding there in the City beard 
of it, her name was Mary, ſhe had been married(ſays 
the Primitive Writers, to be a noble Perſonage, a 
Native ot the Town and Caſtle of Mapdal, from 
whence ſhe had her name of Magdalen, though ſhe 
herſelt was born in Bethany; x Widow ſhe was, and 
prompted by her Wealth, Literty,and Youth, to led 
an intemperate Life, and too free in her Entertain- 


ments. She came to Jeſus in the Phariſee*s Houſe not os 


the ſtaring Mulcitide to glut her Eves with the fight 
ofa Miriculous and Glorious Perſon, nor as the Cen- 
turion, or the Syr:iphenician, or the Ruler of the Syn- 
agogue for the Cure of ber Sickneſs, or in behalf of 
her Friend or Child, or Servant, but ſhe who is the 
only example of her ſo coming, appzonching him with 
Remorſe and Regret ſor her Sirs; ſhe came to Jeſus to 
lay her Burden at his Feet, and to preſent him with a 
broken Heart, and a weeping Eve, with great Aﬀec- 
tion, and a Bex of precious ointment (c»Hed Nard pi- 
ſtie] Salutary and Excellent, ite came trembling, and 
fell down before Lim weeping for her Sins, pourirg. 


out 2 Flood, great enough to waſh the Feet, of the 


Bleſſed JESUS, and wiping them with the Hairs 
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Hairs of her Head, after which ſhe broke the Box, and 
anointed his Feet with the Ointment, which expreſſed 
ſo great an Exiaſy of Love, Sorrow, and Adoration, 
that it was thought by Js an unneceſſiry Profuſion, 
and was a Preſent for a Y1ince ; an Alabl-fler Box of 
Nard Pijlic, being ſent as a Rarity from Camby/cs to the 
King of Ethiopia. 

Simon obſerving this Sinner to expreſs ſuch Religion 
and y eneration to Jeſus, he thought with himlelf, this 
is no rt phet, that did not know her to be a Sinner, or 
no juſt Perſon that would ſuffer her to touch him, for 
though the Fezwvs Religion did permit Harlots of their 
own Nation to live, and enjoy the Few Priviledges, 
ſave that the: Offerings were refuſed ; yet the Phari/ccs 
who pretend:d to a greater Decree of Sanctity than o- 
the s, would not admit them to civil Uſages, or the 
Benefits of ordinary Society; and thought Religion it- 
ſelf, and the Honour of a Prophet. was concerned in 
this fort of Preciſeneſs; and therefore Sim made an 
Objection within himſelf. But Jeſus knowing his 
Thoughts as well as W:r's, made an Apology tor her 
in the Parabl= cf the two Debtors, a Greater and a Leſ- 
ſer. concluding that they would love their merciſul 
Creditor, in Proportion to his Mercy and Forgiveneſs, 
and this was the Caſe of Mary Magdalen, to whom be- 
cauſo mucli was forgiven, ſhe loved much and expreſſ d 
it in ſuch large Characters, that the Phariſees might ob- 
ſerve the vait Differei.ce between h's own common En- 
tertainment, com pared with her Magnificence, Peni-. 
tence and Charity. | 

When Jefus had dined, he was preſented with the ſad 
ſignt of a poor Man poſt f{.d with a dumb and blind 
Dez#il, wiom his Friends Cefired nr Savicur to caſt out, 
which was done immediately, to the Amaze:inent of the 
People, Wioranater hm in ſuch great Numbers, that 
the Plariſes zich d ubted, that this Prophet would 
much Liicu t.c:r Hep tation, and leave their Schools 
empty, and therefore g ve out that he was beſides him- 
ſell: Upon which KRumour his Mother, with his 
Friet:ds 
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Friends and Kindred, came to ſee him, and found the 
Houſe ſurrounded with the Peop'e who were full of 
Wonder and Admiration, and there the Virgin Mother 
heard part of her own prophecy verified, that the Gene- 
rations of the Earth ſhou d call her Bieſſed; for a Wo- 
man worſhipping Jeſus, cryed out, Bleſſed is the Womb 
that bare thee, and the Paps that gave thee Suck. To 
this Jeſus reply d, yet not deny ing her to be highly Bleſ- 
ſed who had received the Honour of being the Mother « f 
the Meas, but advancing the Dignity of Spiritual Ex- 
cellencies far above the greateſt Temporal Honour in the 
World; Yea, rather ace they that hear the Word of 
God, and do it. And ther. fore when it was told him 
in the Houſe, That his Mother and his Brethren ſtaid 
for him without ; he anſwered, That thoſe dear Names 
of Mother and Brethren are far more ſacred when there 
is a Conjunction of Per ons in Spiritual Bands, in the 
fame Faith, the ſame Hope, and in Uuioa with the 
{ame miſtical Head; and pointing to his Diſciples, faid, 


my Mother, and my Brethren, for whoſoever doth the 
Will of my Father which is in Heaxen, he is my Bro- 


ther and Siſter, and Mcther. 

And now the Phariſees upon the Occaſion of theſe 
Miracles, renewed the Old Quarrel, faying, He caft- 
eth out Devils by Belxebub, the Prince of Devils, which 
| ſenſeleſs and illiterate Objeftion, Chriſt having con- 
futed, charg'd them highly with the Guilt of an Unpar- 
donable Sin, telling them, That their affirming thoſe 


rit, were done- by the help of the Devil, was a Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how bold ſot ver they were 
with the Son of Man in abuſing his Words, or injuring 
his Perſon, they might upon Repentance fird a Pardon, 
yet to Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, would ficd no For- 
giveneſs, neither here, nor heacafter ; but taking Cc- 
cafion upon this Diſcourſe, he by an ingenious, and 
miſterious Parable, gives the World great Caution of 
Back ſliding after Repentance, for if the Devil returns into 
an Houſe onG& ſwept and garniſhed, he bringeth ſeven 
Spirits 


Actions of his, performed by Virtue of the divine Spi- 
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Gnirits more impure than him{elf, and tie laſt End of 
that lan is wort: than the Fuſt. | 

ſeſus then goeth from the Houſe of the Phariſees, to 
tie Sca of Tyberzes, and fitting in a Ship, taught the 
People on the Shore by Parab'es, under which were 
miſterious Senſes, tending to thew their Unbelief, tho” 
rot to diſperſe thar chick Zy;p/ian Darkneſs, which 
their Sias and Aberrations had contraſted 3 by the pa- 
rab'e of the 52wer ſcattering his Seed by the Way - ſide, 
and ſome on Stony, {o7.e on T horny, and ſome on god 
Ground, he intimated the ſeveral Capacities or Indiſ- 
poſitians of Mens Hearts, the careleſneſs of ſome, the 
forwardnels and levity of others, the eaſineſs and ſoft- 
neſs of a Third, and how they were choaked wi.h 
worldly Cares, with the feveral Ways whereby Men 
- miſcarry, and that but one ſort of Perſons receive tie 
word, and bring forth the Fruits of an Holy Life; by 
the Parable of the Tares permitted to grow among the 
Wheat, he intimated the Toleration of diſſenting Opi- 
nions, not dei ructive to Piety, or civil Society, by the 
three Foribics of the Sced growing inſenſibly; of the 
Grain of Muſtar Steed ſweelling up to a 'Irce; of a 
little ierven qualifying the whole Lump, he ſignified 
Increaſe of the Goipel, and the Blefſing upon the Ser- 
mons cf himſelf and his Apoſtles. 

To theſe Parables which he rendered to his Diſcipies 
in their pr per Senſes, he added two more concern- 
irg the U ignity of the Goſpel, comparing it to Trea- 
ſure hid in the Field, and a Jewel of great Price, for 
he purchaſe of which every good Merchant mult part 
with all he hat”, rather than nut to obtain it. He adds, 
That th2 publick Prof ſſors of Chriitia..ity, ſhould be 
like a mixt Multitude, like a Net incloſing *iſhes good 
a d bad. After theſe Diſcourſes, be retired fr.m the 
Sca- ſide, to his own City Nazareth, where Le Preached 
ſo excellentlyupon certain words in the Prophet 1/aiah, 
that all the People wondered at his Wiſdom, in explain- 
ing the ſame. But the Men o Nazareth did not ſuffi- 
cientiy Honour their Prophet, though their own Coun- 


try- 
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tryman, ſtil] retaining in their Minds the diſadvantages 
of his Youth, and Kindred, and Trade and Poverty, and 
the Humility of his firſt Years, though now a glorious 


Prophet: Eut Jeſus in his Sermon, reproved them for | 


their Inficelity, at which they wondred, and there cr 
did few Miracles in reſpect of what he had Cone at Ca- 
fernaum, and commended that City before Nowareth, 
whereupon tae Inhabitants thiuſt him out of the City, 
and led him to the Lrow of zn Hill, on which it was 
built, ceſigning to throw him down Head long, but his 


Work vas not yet finiſhed ; therefore paſſing throegh | 


the midit of them, he went his way. 


He then travelled up and down to all the Tou and | 
Caftles of Galiiee, attenced by biz Diſciples, and cer- | 
tain Women out o? whom he had caſt uncle n Spirits; 


namely, Mary Mazdaler, elan a, Wiſe to Chuze II. 
rad's Stearard, wo minit rid unto him ou: of their own 
Subſtance, and became part of his H ley Family, which 
at this Time began to be full, becauſe now the Jpoſtles 
were returned from their Fre-ching, full of Joy, that 
the Devils were made ſubject to the Words cf their uta 
and the Eficacy of their Prayers, and their calling upon 
the Name of |cius, but their Maſter intimated to them, 
Thet theſe Priviledges were not \:lid ( undat ons for 
an Holy Joy, but only as they advanced the Gloy cf 
God, ani their own 0: lvation. whoſe Namrs are writ- 
ten in Fle:ven: which Joy was the Reatonable, Ha ly, 
True, and Perpetual joy. 

When Hered heard ſoch wonderful Things of je ue, 


his Guilt made hm imag'n that Jen the Faptiſt was | 


now riſen from the Dead, ard cheſe migtty Works 
were Demon! rations of his Po wo which was increaſed 
by his Immorta itv. fer a little before thi: (as is al. 
ready mentioned Herod | a! ſeut to the Cattle of Aa- 
cherus, where Jo!'r ws Friſcner and cauſed him to be 
Beheaded. His Head Hes cdias buried in her own Pa- 
lace, thinking to ſecure it {rom any Re ur ion wirh the 
Bedy, leſt he ſheuld agoin diſturb her un ufel Luſts, 
and diiquict Hercds Cent ieace, but the Ucdy the Diſ- 
ciples 
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s ples of John obtained, and carried it with Honour :nd 
i Þ Sorrow, and buried it in Saba, in the Confines of Sa- 
- & maria, making his Grave between the Bodies of Eli- 
zeus and aaa the Prophets. 
4 Jeſus knowing of the Death of the Bap/i/?, Hered's 
. SÞ ſealouſy, and the Envy of the Phariſees, retired into a 
| Deſ-rt Place, together with his Apoſtles, for the People 
{1 preſſed upon them, that they had not leiſure to Eat; 
vet neither could he there be hid, for the Multitudes 
flocked thither alio, to whom he preached many Things, 
and afterwards, becauſe there were no Villages in the 
Neighbourhood, left they ſhould Faint in returning to 
1 IF their Houſes, he cauſed them to fit down upon the Graſe, 
and with five Loaves of Barley, and two ſmall Fiſhes, he 
f atiafied five thouſand Men, beſides Women and Children, 
and cauſed his Diſciples to gather up the Fragments, 
n I which being brought together, filled twelve B ſkets; 
h which Miracle was fo accommodated to the Underitand- 
sing and Affections of the People, that they were con- 
it vinced this was the Meſias, who was to come into the 
a World, and had a purpoſe to have taken him by force, 
n and make him King. 
A But he that left his Father's Kingdom to take upon 
\r him the Miſeries and Infelicities of the World, fled from 
-f I} the Offers cf a Kingdom, and their Tumultuous Electi- 
t- on, as from an Enemy, and ſerding his Diſciples in the 
5 Ship before towards Berh/aida, he withd:ew into the 
Mountains to conceal himſelf till the Multitude were re- 
turned to their Habitations, and took that Advantage of 
praying to his Heavenly Father. But when the Apoſtles 
were far out on the Deep, a violent Tempeſt aroſe, 
which brought them into the Extremity of Danger, ſo 
that all hope of eicaping, was almoſt gone. During 
their inceſſant Labour to fave themſelves, in the fourth 
be Y Watch of the Night, Jeſus came walkirg on the Sea; 
a- F which turned their Fears into Aﬀrightments, for they 
he & ſuppoſed it had a Spirit, which he ſoon diſperſed 
te, by tellirg them who he was; which yet they defired to. 
if. have proved to them by x tb tor 6:7:99 Peter ſaid un- 
to 
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to him Moller, if it be thou, command me to come to 
thee on th2 Waters. The Lord did fo, and Pete, upon 
conider ce of the Power ard Provilerce of his Matter, 
th! ew himſcif into the late, bac beginning to fig. he 
cry'd ſayirg. Lo1d fave me; jeſus took him be the 
Land, reproving ki, want of faith, and wer t ui 
imo te Ship; where when they had worth 
and admired the Divini y of his Pover an P. © 
Ship arrived at the © of Ce u. are 1 © mcdiaiety 3nd 
all that were Sick, or poſſeſſed with unclen 1 Spe. 
brought to him, ond as many as touched 
bis Garment wee made v. hole. 

Py this time they w hoy om Jet 's had left on the cther 
| file of the Lake, came as far as Cp. r-aum to ſeck bin, 
wondring t at he was there beture them; upon this Oe 

cation of their diligert Ingquiſon , jeſus ob{:rves to 
them, that it was not the Divinity chile V iracl's, whicl 
provoked their Ze, but the Su. 
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Celenial Bread tie Dieine Nutrtiment of their Souls; 
— limic:i to be the Gord of Liſe, that came 
down from toiven; tete would give to his Piciples 
his Fleſh LW Cat, 3 d 115 Dlo d 0 di inlx, ud all this 
mould be fer te } iſe of the World to nturitoa to Lite 
Lterral, witi.ous wich an Happy Eternity ctuld not be 
ch'amed; * n ta's Dic u ſe, divers oi þis Diſciples 
(of whom it 1 hid St. Mart was ore, but afterwards 
recalled by « Simon Fete, toricolk him. be ing (candaliz J 
by their e | and carnal Underſtar di: 8 of theſe Werds 
of Jeius, which be intended in a Sp'ritual Senſe; for 
| the Words that 2 ipake, were not profi able in the 
Senſe of Fleſh and Blood, but they are Spirit, and they 
are Life; himſelf being the Exrounder who beſt knew 
his own Mean, 

When Jeſus © :ferved this great Defection of h's Diſ- 
ciples from Kt „he turned to the twelve Apott'e', and 
aſked if the alſo would go away; Simon Peter an- 
{wered, 1 e ther {hall we go? Thou haſt the Words 


of Eternal Lite, and we are lure thou art that Chriſt, 


che 


Loave*s, and the! nee nem tes t them the excel:erc- cf 
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Fen of the livin;; God. Thongh this pub'ick Confeſ- 
was n 7 le by Pe er in the Name and Confidence of 
4 Apoſt es. yet Jeſus told them Prophctical'y, 
t cven mong Twelve, chere was one Devil, meaning 
wa castet, who afterwards betrayed him; that 
-y wight perceive the fad Accidents which afterwards 
pen ied to aim did not furp:iz2 him, as being Igno- 
"t o them, er unprovided to undergo them. After 


5 the Sci 18 P/ariſecs, who came f.om Vr i/a- 
1 d Gull - Jeſus would not go to Juden becauſe 
| i, F408 „ie wait to kill him) quarrzIld wich him a- 


© for + impertin-nt unneceflary Ceremonies, not In- 
itu ed by God. but by Ordinances of Men ; as waſhing 
Fei 5 onds when they cat ; Biptizing Cups and Plat- 
78, An 1 waſhing Tables and Beds ; which Rites the A- 
tles did not obſerve, but attended diligently to the 
mp icity and Holineis of their Malter's Doctrine; our 
aviour in return to their vain Demands, ſharply Re- 
roves them for being ſo fond of theſe and m_ other 
raditions, and neg ecting the Divine Precepts, t aching 
len pa- ticul arly, that if they gave to the Coarban, or 
—— of the Church, they might refuſe to ſupp'y 
12 Neceſſity of their Parents, ard diſregard the Duties 
Pi ty and Charity; and thu-ders out Woes agunſt 
cir Impie ties, for their Pride, their Hypceriſy, their 
moling curtiins upon others, which themſelves help 
t to t:pport; Fot their taking away the Key of 
howledge from the People, and obſtructing the Paſ- 
ges to tleaven, and for approving the Wickedneſs of 
ir Fathers in perſecatirg the Prophets; adding con- 
ging Waſhings, that ro outs vard Iinpurity did ſtain 
: : Soul in tie >ight of God, bat all Pollution is from 
Corruption of the Heart, and filthy Thoughts, un- 
1-2 Deüres, ard unholy Parpcſes, and that Love and 
narity are the beit Purifiers in the World. 
jeſus then departed into the Coait of Tyre and Sidbn, 
d entred into a Houſe that he might not be known; 
2 diligence of a Mother's Love and Sorrow, and Ne- 
lity, found him out in this Retirement; for a Wo- 


D 2 man 
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ed fo great Demonſtrations, ſuch gracious Diſcourſes, 
ws 


eriſy and Vanities of the one, and the Hereſy of the o- 


man came and beſought him, that he would caſt the De- 
vil out of her Daughter; Our Saviour ſeemed to reject 
her Suit, for the ſake of her Nation, being a Syrophen:- 
cian, yet this did only make her importunity more un- 
deniable, ſhe begged but ſome Crumbs which fell from 
the Childrens Table, and but one Inttance of Favour from 
him to her Danghter, which he poured forth without he 
meaſure upon the Sons and Daughters of 7/rae/, jeſus O. 
was pleaſed with her Zeal and Diſcretion, and pitied her hi! 
Daughters Infelicity, and diſmiſſed her with faying, the B. 
Devil is gone out of thy Daughter. th 

Our Saviour returning to the Sea of Galilee, through I th 
the midit of Decapolis, they brought to him a Man deaf F in 
and dumb, whom Jeſus cured by touchirg his Tongue, 
and putting his Fingers into his Ears; to the Admirati- 
on of the People, who thereupon brought to him Mul- 
titudes of diſeaſed Perſons, and he healed them all, but 
the People having followed him three Days without 
Eating any Thing. Jeſus in pity to their Need, reſoly- 
ed to Feait them once more at the _ of a Miracle; 
therefore takirg ſeven Loaves, and a few ſmall Fiſhes, 
he B'eſſed them, and ſatisfied four Thouſand Men, be- 
beſides Women and Children, and there remained ſeven 
Baſkets full of broken Bread and Fith. 

From thence Jeſus departed by Ship to the Coaſt of 
Dalmanutha, whither the Phariſees came, aſking him 
a Sign, who rejecting their captious Demand, knowing 
their Diſſatisfaction reproved them, that they diſcerned 
fair or foul Weather in the Sky, but not the Signs of the 
TT imes of the Son of Man. However, ſince they negle&- 


** — 


Holy and Prophecies, they muſt expect no other 
Sign, but the Sign of the Prophet Jonas, meaning the 
Reſurrection of the Body, aſter three Days Burial, and 
paſſing again over the Lake, as his Diſciples were Solli- 
citous, becauſe they had forgot to take Bread, he cau- 
tioned them to beware of the leaven of the Phariſecs and 
Sadducees, and the leaven of Herod, meaning the Hypo- 


_—_—. 


ther, 
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ther, for Herod's Leaven was, the pretence that he him - 
ſelf was the Meat, which the Sect of the Herodians 


did earneſtly and ſpitefully promote. Comirg to Beth. 
/aida, he cured a Blind Man with h's Spittle ; departing 


FS thence to the Coaſts of Cæſaria Philippi, out of Hered's 


Juriſdiction, as belonging to bis Brother Philip, after 
he had prayed with his Di:cip'es, he aſk'd them, what 
Opinion the World had cf him, and whom they reported 
him to be They anſwered, ſome ſay thou art John the 
Bafti/?, ſome that thou art F /zas or Jer:mias, or one of 
the Prophets. The Phari/ees of Galilee were of Opinion, 
that the Souls of dead Men. or departed Piophets, p ſſed 


into another Body. But Jeius aſking the Apoſtles their 


Opinion, Petey in the Name of all the reſt, made an o- 
pen and confident Con feſſion, thou art Chriſt the Son of 
the livirgg God, This confeſſion Jeſus confirmed to be 
revealed by God; and after the bleſſing of Peter's Per- 
jon, upon al uſion to P,ter's Name, Jeſus faid, that ur- 
on this Rock (the Article of Peter's Confeſſion) he ſhould 
build his Church, which the Gates of Hell, Perſecu ion, 
Death, nor the Grave ſhould ever prevail againſt it, ad- 
ding withal a Promiſe to Peter, in behalf of all the reft, 
as he had made a Confeſhon for them all, that he would 
give unto him the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, fo 
that whatſoever he ſhall bind on Earth, ſhould be bound 
in Heaven, and whatſoever he ſhould looſe on Earth, 
ſhould be looſed in Heaven, a Power which he never 
communicated before to any. 

And now from hence forward, we oftea find our 
Lord uttering fad Predictions of the barbarous Uſage he 
ſhould ſhortly meet with : That he ſhould be rejefted of 
the Elders and chief Prieſts and Scribes, and ſufter 
Things at Feru/alem, and be killed and be raiſed up the 
third Day, but Peter hearing that fad melancholy Diſ- 
courſe, contrary to his Hopes of ſome Temporal Ad- 
vantage, he having learned the Dc&trine of Chriſt's com- 
ing, but not of his Croſs, in miſtak-n Civility tcok 
eſus aſide, and began to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far 
trom the Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee : But our Lord, 
full of Zeal againk ſo ſoft and humane an Acoration, 
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that ſavoured nothing of Gcd, chid Peter ſeverely, {o: 
ing, get thee behind me Satan, thou art an offence to m4 
And callirg hi; Diſciples to him, aflured them, II. 
not only himſelf, but they alſo mult ſuffer, and t 
wheſcever will be the Diſciples cf Jeſus, muſt take 
his Crefs, deny himſelf and his own fonder Appet tel 
and trace his Mater's Fcootiteps, marked out with 1c 
tat he ſhed for our Pedempticn ard Retiitution, 2. 
that there can be no eſcaping from the Vaiticipati n 

C krifts Sufferings, ſir ce he that will fave his Lite, fl. 
Icie it, and he that will Joſe it, wil! fave it to Ete nit 
er a5 theſe are Fco's tluit will loft: their Souls to g. 
the Wer'd, fo they are cerwinly wick that will give 
their Lives for him; be: auſe when the Sen of Man fha.! 
come in bis Glory, ard his Father's, ard of the Angels, i: 
ſtail Rewird every Man accurdirg to his Works; ti 1 
Diſcourſe cus concluded with a Prophecy, that ſome 
ſtanding in that Pr. ſerce, ſnculd not die till they ſaw the 
Sen of Man coming in his Glory. | 
Of the great G!'o1irs in time to be revealed, Jeſus 
after eight Lays gave a bright and excellent Probation 
for taking with him Peter, and James, and John, he 
went up into the Mount Tabor to pray; and while he pray- 
ed, he was trinsfgured before them, and his Face did 
ſhine like the Sun, and his G:zrments were white and 
Glitteri-g; and there appeared, talking with him, Mo. 
ſes and Elias gloricully iceaking of his Deceaſe, which 
he ſhould accompliſh at Zeru/alm ; which Glory theſe 
Apolties, when they were awaked frem Sleep, into 
which they had fallen, did behold. Af.er the Depar- 
ture of thete heavenly Viſitants, the Apolitles being ful! 
of Fear and Wonder; Pater talked he krew rot what 
ſaying, Maſter, it is good to be here; let us build three 
Tabernacles And it is Recorded, That in after Ages, 
ſome devout Perſons in memory of this Myſtery, did e- 
rect three Churches in the ſame Place. Suddenly a ter 
a Cloud ſurrounded Jeſus and his LEiſciples, and a Voice 
came from the excehent Glory, ſaying, This is my be- 
loved 
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love Sn in w.. m 8 am well pl. ted, hear ve him, the 
Claus woi-t ham fore afraid, quickly Citip- 


peared, and beet hein L m their P eo Conierng- 
tion, aiG 7 ey decided with Jeſus from the Mountat?, 
who comm ned taem to keep Silence, which they cb- 
ſerved till nie Reſtrreclion | 
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came to Sim Peter, aſcing him if his laſter pad 
Tribute, which was a Sicle or Drachm, tie fourth part 
of an Ounce cf Silver, about fitteen lence in Vale, 
which was the Tribute that the Lord impoſed upon all 
the Sons of //7acl, from twenty Years old and above, 
to pray for Reaemption, and Fropitiaiion,and for the uſe 
of the Tabernacle, When Peter ceme into the Hcuſe, 
Jeſus kuowing his Veſts ge prevent. uim by aſking him, 
Of wh- m do * kim g Ot - The EAT to ke 1 ibute ? 4 Ot 
their own Children, cr of Stronze:s ? - 2:7 anſzeredfor 
Strangers ; then ſaid Jelus, the Chidre, are free, Mean- 
ing, that ſince the G-»ii/2 or Heather Nings q nat ex- 
an Tribute of their So7s, neicher win God of bis SONS 
or Children; and therefore this Penton to be paid for 
the Uſe of the Tabernacle, for the Service of God, and 
for the Redemption of ther Souls, wis rot to be paid 
by him who was the Son of God, but by Strangers; yet 
to avoid Off:nce, he ſent P-t-y a Fishing, and provided 
a Fiſh with to Drachm: of Silver, which h2.o:manded 
Peter to pay for them two. 

When the Diſciplez were together in the Eouſe with 
Jeſus, he aſked them, what they had diſ-ourſed cn by 
tne Way; for they had been engzg:d in an ambit'bus 

D 4 and 
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and miſtaken Quarrel, which of them ſhould be greateſt © | 
in their Maſter's Kingdom; they ſtill dreaming that it 
ſhould be an External and Earthly Dominion, but their 
Mafter to check their forwardneſs, told them, that he 
that would be greater among them, ſhould be their Mini- 
ſter; and taketh a little Enie ahd ſetting him in the 
midſt, as a Pattern of Humility and Simplicity, ſuch in- 
nocent Low!ineſs of Spirit, being abſolutely neceſſaiy if 
we will enter into the Courts of Heaven, from whence 
Jefus diſcourſes of the care God takes of little Children, 
whether Naturally or Spiritually ſuch, the Danger of 
giving them Offences, the Law and Power of their An- 
gels Guard*an, and of the Neceſſity in the Event, that 
Scandals and Offences ſhou'd ariſe, and the great Woe 
| ard Miſery of thoſe Perſons, who were the Occafion of 

them. 
| Bat if in the Traverſes of Liic, Injuries ſhou'd be done 
ue, he bids us firit rep rove tte Perion that has done us 
Wrong privately, and upon his Repent nce to forgive 
him for ever; with a Me cy as unwearied and multiplied 
as his Penite:ce. For the Servant to whom the Lord 
that forgave Ten thouſand Talents, becauſe he refuſed 
to forgive his Fellow ſervant an Hundred pence, was de- 
livered to the Tormentors till he ſhould pay that Debt 
which his Lord once forgave. 

John now came and gave him Information of a Stran- 
ger that caſt out Devils in the Name of Jeſus, bu: be- 
cauſe he was not of the Family, he had farbidden him : 
Our Saviour replies, he ſhould in no wiſe have forbid- 
den him, for there is no man which ſhall do a Miracle 
in my Name, that can lightly ſpeak Evil of me, for he 
that is not againſt us, is for us. Then Jeſus proceeded 
in his Excellent Sermon, adding Holy Precepts ; con- 
cerning Oſtences which a Man might do to himſelf, in 
which Caſe he is to be ſevere, though moſt gentle to o- 
thers ; for in his own Caſe he muit ſhew no Mercy, it 
being better to cut off the offending Hand or Foot, or 
part with an Eye, rather than with the Support of a trou- 
bleſome Foot, or a wand. ing Eye, fall into a fad Eter- 
nity, 


wy Y Wis ow ks WW @ e 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour, 75 
nity, where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
querched, and ſo ended his excellent Diſcourſes at this 
Time. 

About this Time was the Jews Feaſts of Tabernacles, 
whither Jeſus went up as it were in Secret, and paſſing. 
through Samaria, he found the Inhabitants of a little 
Village, ſo Inhoſpitable as to refuſe to give him Enter- 
tainment, which ſo provoked the Intemperate Zeal of 
James and John, that they fain would have called Fire 
from Heaven, to conſume them as E/:as did. But our 
Lord rebuked their Anger, teaching them to diſtinguiſh 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity from the decretary Zeal of 
Elias, for ſince the Son of Man came to ſeek and to fave 
what was loſt, it was Indiſcretion and Raſhneis, upon 
the lighteſt Diſpleaſure, to deſtroy a Man, whoſe Re- 
demption coſt the Effuſion of the deazeſt Blood from 
the Heart of Jeſus, on the contrary, our bleſſed Saviour 
does a Miracle upon the ten Leprous Perſons, which came 
to him, crying out with ſad Exclamations for Help; 
but Jeſus ſent them to the Prieſt to offer for their clean- 
ſing, and but one only returned to give Thanks, and he 
a Stranger, who with a loud Voice glorified God, and 
with humble Adoration, worſhipped and gave Thanks 
to Jer 

Our Lord having finiſhed his Journey, was now come 
to Jeruſalem there were various Opinions cor cerning 
him, ſome ſaying, he was a good Man, others, that he 
deceived the People, and the Pharijees fought for him to 
do him a Miſchief; but when they d:ſpairing finding 
him in the midſt of the Feaſt and the People, he preach- 
ed openly in the midit of the Temple; and though they 
were convinced by the Variety and ivinity of his Mira- 
cles and diſcourſes; yet to make it appear how far 
prejudice may prevail againſt Convitticn ard demonſlta- 
tion, we find a Proverb, a Circumſtance outweighe.| 
Multitudes of Miracles and Arguments, and Chriſt being 
of Galilee, when they knew whence he was, becauſe of 
the Proverb, that out of Galilee comes no Prophet. There- 
fore the Rulers did not believe in him, but queſtion'd his 
D's Power 


76 7 De Life of our n Saviour. 


Pov er., and 1: il: d. 2 1 1» bel! ＋ d ON ulm: 
an“ no Y. BU. rit to \ Tre. nud ud O'1 1z ON, tO t:ke 
Eu. „et n e u t con e; tweet When 
th Pl n unt Offee, to ſeiz him; they 1:4, Leanne 
hie U ic, 5, berg themiclees rip Weh the Ex- 
ce. ee Of Docter. 

Ae: this, ens went to tlie ount of Oltwes, on the 
Fer f Fal m, ard rex ay returne v gain into the 
Temple, where the Scribe and PI es br ght him a 
Wong n taken in the Act of a doltery; wa, ting 1am to 
give Sentence, that they might accuſe hum cf s cverity, 
cr intermedd ing it be condemned her, and of Kemiſne's 
and Popularity if he did acquit her. But our $:v.our 
found out an Lxpedient for their d fficulty, and charged 


the Scene, by bicdirg bim that was Innocent amorg 
them to throw the firſt Stone at the Adultereſs, ard then 
ſtooping down, to them a fair Cccaſion to withdraw, he 
wrote upon the Ground with his Finger, and Jeſus left a- 
lone, and the Woman in the midit, "whom Jetus diſmiſt, 
charging her to Sin no more A while af er, Jeſus be- 
g'n3 again to diſcourſe to them, of his Miſlion from the 
tather; of his Crucifixion and Exal:ation from the 
Earth ; of the Reward of Be ievers; of the Excellency 
of Truth ; of Spiritual Liberty and Relations ; who are 
the Sons of Alraham, and who the Children of the De- 
vil; of his own Eternal Generation; and of the deſire 
of Abraham to fee this diy. And corfuting their ma- 
licious and vaia Calumnies, till they to confu e bim, 
took upStores to Caſt at him, but he went out of the'lem- 
p'e, going through the midſt of them, and fo pailed by. 
In «ts Paſſage he met w with a Man born b! ind, and de- 
clared that his Blirdneſs was not a Pun mment for his 
own or nis Parents Sin, which was the Opinion of the 
Pheriſees, but fert as an OQcc»fion io make publick the 
Glory of Ged ; he to manifeſt himielf to be the Light of 
the ue in all ner; proved it by a Miracle; for a- 
roint! gt is Eyes with Cl:y and Spitile, he b.d him a9 
waſh in Silenm, which was a Pool of clear Water, ſent 
by GC (faith Epiphanius) at the Prayer of Taiah the 


Pro- 
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Prophet, a little betore his Death, to ſatisfe the Nece!- 
ſities of his People, opprefſ.d with Thirſt, and a cl- fe 
Si-ge, | ttanding at the Foot of Mount Son, and gave 
it's Water at certain Times and Pericds, alwass to the 
Jas, but not to their Enemies; an“ by the overflow 
ing thercof, a Pool ws made; the Bl nd man went and 
vaired, and returned (ecivg, nd was .nceftantly vt xed 
veith the Phariſics, to tell them the miner and citcum- 
ances of the Cu e. and when the Wan had verred the 
Truth, and named bis {*}yficizn, gring kim a ptovs ad 
charitable Teſtimony, the Pharijecs. beczuſe t cy Cuuld 
not force him to dif:vow his god Opinion of jeſus, 
cait him out, or Exccmmunicat:d him: But Jatus 
meeting him, rec:ived him into the Church, ard told 
him, 't hat he was Chriſt, and the Man became gain 
en amel, and he belleved and worſhipped. But the 
Fh:c, bes blaſpremed, and in the midſt ot Light, thut 
their Eyes, and Coated upon Darlne's, ard cherefore 
did their Sin rem312, 

Jeſus then continued his Se mon among the Pr arifecs 
and diſcourſed of the P;operties of a good Shepkme, 
proving them to be 'Theves and « obber?, bcc-uic they 
efuſed to er ter i: Wo Jeius, who is the Door of the 
Sheep; Aid ualike a1 otner Shep. rds, would lay down 
his Life for his Sheep: he Zervs to require him by 
his Divine Precepts, uſed their od Arovinent, tain 
up Stones again, to throw at him, bvt ha eſcaped ous 


of their ia. &, ard went a" vay be; ond Fo: dar, where 
Jobu at firit Baptized ; which made the F uple remem- 


der, th t Ln did ro Miracle, but tlits van wiom 
Fohn give lettimony of his Holirets, did many Ma- 
and many buiieved on him there 

| 


Af er this, ief.s knowing that the Harveſt was great, 
and the Labourere but very few. ſent gu: feveiity two of 


his + ACIP!CS with ESC like Commitſioo, as formerly to 
the twelve Apoitles, trat they mi mighty o DC'C1y 0 thr plas 
witt.cr himtelf mcant to come; Who une their res 
om their Jouney, rejoy ced preit'y 1. oi, g v 
lory to Coll, chat he had _ ry GO pe to 
Babes 


| 
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Babes, and hid them from the Wiſe and Learned. Ar 
this Time a Doctor of the Law came to Jeſus, ſaying, 
Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit Eternal Life: Our 
Saviour referred him to the Scriptures, and declared the 
Way to Heaven, to be this only, to love the Lord with 
all our Powers and Faculties : But when the Lawyer 
was captious, aſking who was his Neighbour, Chriſt 
tells him a Parable, of a Travel'er fallen in'o the Hands 
of Thieves, and neglected by a Prieſt and a Lew:te, but 
relieved by a Samaritan, fince no diſtance of Country 
or Religion deſtroys the Relation of Neighbourhood ; 
but every Perſon with whom they converſe in Peace and 


Charity, is that Neighbour whom we are to love as our- 
ſelves. 


eſus departing from Jeruſalem, came to a Vi 
2 Bethany, where Martha making great and , 
Preparation for his Entertainment, to expreſs her Joy 
and Affection to his Perſon, defired him to; diſmiſs Ma. 


e from his Feet, who ſat there feaſting herfelf with his 


cellent Diſcourſes, to aſſiſt her; but tho' Jeſus did 
not diſcommend Martha's Civility, yet he preferred 
Mary's Choice, Religion, and Sanctity. Our Saviour 
now teaches the Diſciples, that Form of Prayer, called 
The Lord's Prayer, the ſecond Time, and that they 
Thou'd be indefatigable and importunate in Prayer, like 


the Widow who forced an unjuſt judge to do her Juſtice 


by ber earneſtneſs and continual ſolliciting him, Many 
other Things he added in this Sermon, and ſome being 
runs that told him of the Galileans, whoſe Blood Pi- 
e mingled with their Sacrifices ; Jeſus reply'd, That 
theſe ſad Calamities were no Arguments that theſe Ga- 
lileans were greater Sinners than others, tho' this Judg- 
ment fell upon them. Theſe Galilcans were a ſort of 
People that taught it to be unlawſul to pay Tribute to 
„or to pray for the Raman Emperors, and be- 

cauſe the Fewws did both, they refuſed to communicate 
with them in their Sacred Rites and Ceremonies, but 
would ſacrifice apart, at which Solemnity, when Pi- 
late the Reman Deputy app:chended many of them be 
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cauſed them all to be lain, and to die upon the ſame 
Altars. 
And now a certain Ruler of the Synagogue, repini 
of nay for having cured a Woman that _ a 
ing her from her Infirmity, wherewith ſhe had been 
Amlicted eighteen Years ; or Saviour made the Man a- 
ſhamed by aſking him, whether he himſelf would not 
Loſe an Ox from the Stall, and lead him to watering on 
the Sabbath-day. And by the ſame Arguments filenced 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who were angry with him, 
for curing a Perſon of the Dropſy on that Day. For 
Jeſus to take off the Yoke of the Ceremonial Law, by 
aboliſhing the Mo/aick Rites, choſe to do many of his 
Miracles on the Sabbath, and free Chriſtianity from that 
burden, ———_ Abrogate the One, and Inſtitute 
the Lord's-day at fame Time ; not much unlike the 
Sabbatical River, which the Rabbies mention, That was 
dry fix days, but guſhed out in a full Stream on the 


that they ſhould ſtrive to enter into the ſtrait Gate; the 
Way to deſtruction being fair and plauſible, bat the way 
that find it. 


to heaven very difficult, and few there 
He diſcourſes of the many Excuſes that 
who were invited to the Feaſt of the Kingdom, and the 
Refreſhments of the Goſpel, and tacitly infinuates the 
Rejection of the Jews, who were firſt invited, and the 
Calls of the Gentiles, from the Highways and 
He reprehends Herod for his Subtilty and 
him ; prophecies he ſhould dye at Jeru/alem, 
mates the ſad defulaticns that ſhould happen, 
lecting this. their Day of Viſitation, and tor killing 
Prophets and Meſſengers ſent from God. | 
The Jeu Feaſt of dedication, being at hand, Fe/us 
went up to Feruſalem, and preached in Solomon's Porch ; 
and the End of the Sermon was, That the Favs had 
like to have ſtoned him again, But retiting from thence, 
| | he 


int 
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he went beyond Jorr/ar, and by a moſt * 21 be 
Pe tuative Parab'e, declared to the Peop'e t e Mercy q; ir 
God in acc ptirg Penitents by the Example 2 the 2 81 
ther, who r ceived the Prodi gel Son uon his Returq a 
from hi: Fol ies ard Alleviuiens; Le difcourtes of th 
Lias coming in o the World, to recover iving PerW »- 
ion, irom their Tin and Danger in the Pare. b ez of th 
loit S eep and (öoat, aud under the Repreſentment cf m 
the Uajaſt. but prudent Stew id ; re teaches us to em- Je 
ploy our preſet Opportunities ard | Eſtztes, by lay ing ji 
theui gut in Act; of Mercy and Religion, that wber ! þ 
our sou's ſhall be diſmiſſed from the Stewaräaſhip zn C 
Cuſtody of our Body, we may be emertained in Ever · ¶ pe 
laſtiog flabitarions. He then u'ters a Parable of Div, if of 
a voluptuous and unchar:table Man, and Laxaras a b. th 
cus, AMic ted, Sick Begzar, the firſt dyed and went to t 
Hell, the iecond into Abrabham's Bol. m, God io ordering l 
the Diſpenſ«tion of good Things, that we cannot e: aſily Þ 1; 
enjoy two Heavens; nor ſhall the Miferies of th's Lite, J ti 
if we be truly Religious, be ctherwi'e than in a beauti- þ 
ful Eternity ; and for Diwes's Requeit, that his Brethren fl 
might have warning of his wofal Con ition; our Savi- | y 
our ſhews, that the ordinary Ways of Salvation, are the fÞ © 
exprei: Revelations of Scripture, and the Mtaitrics of I h 
God's appointment; and who oever negle ts thefe, ſha! 
not be ſupplied by extraordinary Mears, or if he were, fi 
they would be totally Inefftettu:l He then laid his Hind | 
upon ſome young Children, and gave them his Blefling, 
charzing his Apoſtles to admit ot Iniar s to him, be- 
cauſe-to them in Perſon, and to ſuch as they in tignit;- 
cation, the Kinge om of Heaven does appertain: He In- 
ſtruets a young Man in the Way to Happe ne, by keep- 
ing God's Commands, and hcroical Acts of Cha rity. 
which Diſcourſe falling upon a Perſon nat enough re- 
ſigned nor weaned from Worldly F njoy ments, for he was 
very rich; our Lord then diſcourſes how hard it is for M, | 
a Ric: Man to be ſaved, but expound Eimſelt ty means ff 
that they truſt in Riches ; however, though it is a Mat- 
ter of great Difficulty, ard almoſt im penible, not to 
be 
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he overcome with the Luve of this World. yet nothing i 
4, Yfible to God. But when the Apoſtles heard the ir 


Fic er bid the voeng Man ſeil all. and g ve to the poor 
ad toliow him, ard er hi Reward, prom:fed him an 


i-caveny Freaiure; Peer in the Naine of the e be- 
gan to tins that thi. was t e'r aſe, and the Promiſe 
a mig !it cor.cera them. ana aſked the Qre'tton, What 
mal! we have, that have t ::ſaken all, and followed thee ? 
Jeſus auſwertd,. i ey ſhould fit upon twelve Thrones, 
judging the twelve Tribes of Jracl; adding, tirit every 
Diſciple who ſhould toriake either Houſe, or Wife, or 
Children, or any other Thing for his Sake, and the Goſ- 
peis, ſhould receive a-hundred Fold in this Life, by way 
of Comfort, and Equivalercy, and in the World to come, 
thouſands of Glories and Poſſeſſions to all Eternity; tor 
they that are laſt, ſhall be firſt, and the firit ſhall be 
laſt, and the deſpiſed People cf this World ſhall reign 
like Kings, and Poverty ſhall {well into eterral Satisfac- 
tion, for as our Saviour taught his Diſciples in the Pzra- 
ble of the Labourers in the Vineyard, the ſame Reward 
ſhall be given to all, tho” the Times of their Working 
were diftcrent,and Crowns of Glory ſhall be beſtowed up- 
on all the faithful Followers of Jetus, who ſhall reign with 
him to Eternal Ages, 

While ſeſus was in Galilee, Meſſengers came to him 
from Martha and Mary her Silter, that he would ha- 
len into Fudea to Bethany, to reheve their Brother La- 
£2745, who was dangerouily fick ; but he deferred his 
goirg till Lazarus was dead, but he would raiſe him 
vat of that ſleep of death. By that Time Jeſus was 
arrived at Bethany, he found that Lazarus had been 
dead four Days, ard now new to Putrefaction, but 
when Martha and Mary met him, weeping with pious 
Tears for their dead Brother, he himſelf ſuffered the 
Paſſions of Piety and Humanity ; Jetus wept, diſtilling 
that precious Liquor into the Grave of Lazarus, water- 
ing the dead plant that it might ſpring into a new Life. 

When our Saviour by his Words of Comfort and In- 
ſutution, had ſtrengthened the Faith of the two mourning 

: Siſters, 
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Siſters, and commanded the Stone to be removed from 
the Grave; he made an Addreſs of Adoration to his Fa- 
ther, confeſling his readineſs always to hear him, and 
then cryed out, Lazarus come forth, and he that was 
dead came forth of his Bed of Darkneſs, with his bury- 
ing Cloths on him, whom when the Apoſtles had un- 
looſed at the command of Jeſus, he went to Bethany, 
and many there were preſent, believed on him, but others 
wondering and malicious, went and told the Phariſees 
the Story of the Miracle, who upon their Advice called 
the Great Ceuncil, who took ſolemn Cognizance of the 
Principal Cauſes of Prophets, of Kings, and of the Holy 
Law at which great Aſſembly, Caiaphus, the High- 
Prieſt, . That it was expedient one ſhould die 
for the People, and thence forth they determined the 
Death of our Blefſed Saviour; who being acquainted 
with what they had decreed, retired to the City of E- 
phraim, in the Tribe of Fadab, near the Deſert. 

Here continued till the Feaft of Eafter, and then 
going toward Jeruſalem with his Diſciples, he told them 
what the Event of his Journey would be, that the Jesu: 
ſhould deliver him to Gentiles, and that they ſhould 
Scourge him, and Meck him, and Crucifie him, and the 
Third Day he ſhould riſe again. After this Diſcourſe, 
the Mother of Zebede's Children, begged of Jeſus for 
her two Sons, that one might fit on his right Hand, and 
the other at his Left, in his 2 For no Diſcourſe 
of his Paſſion could make his Diſciples ſenſible of the 
Miſteriouſneſs of his Kingdom, which was not of this 
World ; but if they would partake of the Favours of it, 
ſach as they were, they mult drink of his Cup, and be 
Partakers of his Sufferings, and thereby put themſelves 
in a Diſpoſition of becoming Veſſels of Election. Com- 
ing in his Journey near Jerico, he cures a Dlind-Man 
ſitting by the Way ſide, aud eſpy ing Zacchexs, a Man of 
low. Stature, the Chief of the Publicans, upon a Tree 
that he might fee Jefus paſſing by; Jeſus invited himſelf 
to his. Houſe, who received him with Gladneſs, and 
Repentance of his Crimes, offering Satisfaction to all 

whom 


; 


„ , wHo — 2 


bed 2 


oO Ow = 25 * oe 


ww Pp awQ”Q 2 onz A 


— — 7 ns. 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 83 


whom he had wronged, and gave half the Remainder of 
his Eſtate to the Poor. 

Six Days before Eaſter, Jeſus came to Bethany, where 
he was feaſted by Martha and Mary, accompanied 
with Lazarus, who fat at Table with him; and now 
many came to ſee Feſus, and Lazarus who was raiſed 
from the Dead, and upon that occaſion believed on 


+ Jeſus. The next Day Jeſ.s came to the Foot of the 


Mount of Oliver, and ſent lis Diſciples to Bethphage,. 
commanding them to unlooſe an Aſs, and a Colt, and 
bring them, telling the Owners it was for his Matter's 
Uſe ; and riding to Jeruſalem, the People upon Notice 
of his Approach, took Branches of Palm-Trees, ftrew- 
ing them in the Way, and crying cut, Ho/anna, to the 
Son of David; which was a form of Exclamation uſed 
to the Honour of God, and in great Solemnity, ſignify- 
ing, Lord fave us, Lord Proſper us, ard he Phari/ees 
knowing this to be an appropriate Manner of Addreſs to 
God alone, ſaid one to another, by way of Wonder, 
Hear what theſe Men fay. 

When Jeſus frem ihe Mount beheld Feru/alem, he 
wept over it, and foretold the Miſeries and Infelicities 
which would happen to it, of winch every Circumſtance 
came t. pais. For in tne Mount of Olives, where Jeſus 
ſhed Teurs over periſhting Feru/alem, the Romans firſt 
pitched ' ir leuts when it came do its final Deſtructi- 
on. It Zeoples Accl mations followed til the Phari- 
ſees we © ady to bur with Envy; and there he cured 
certain c 275 that were Blind and Lame. Jeſus then 
came tu Bethany, aud turning into the Houſe of Simon 
the Loeper, Har) Ma dalen havng been reproved by 
Judas, for tpendirg ent upon ſeſus Feet, of great 
Value; to declare her Love orc: more, ſhe poured the 
ſame rich Ointment cn his S cred Fead ; all the Diſci- 
ples Murmurirg at this procigiou: i xpence, Jeſus to 
expreſs his | tanklulnefs, and her -acaluus Affection. 
added this Prophecy, that where ©» the Goſpel ſhould 
be preached, a Record of e aal be kept as a 
perpetual Monument of her I 
Two 
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Two day: before the Paſſover, the Scribes and Pha- 
Jees called a Council, to contrive craſty Ways for d 
Rroying of leſs, they not daring to do it by open \ 
lence Of which meeting Jud is [ſcarist having Notic| 
rin from Bethany, and offered himfcif to betray his *. 
iter to them, if they wou d give him a conhder"b!e | 
d; they agreed {or thirty pieces of Si vr. which 54 
cording to the Jeri Account, it is thought to be ther 
Four d weight of Silver, a goodly price for the av! 
of the World, to be prized at by hi: urdiſceruing and u: 
worthy County man. The next day, which was 
Brit d ot the unleavened Bread. on which it was 
ceſliry they ſhoyld kill tte Paſſover, TJetus tent P.: 
and /obn to the City, to a certain Man whom. th. 
ſhould find carrying a Pitcher of Water to his to; 
him they ſhou'd follow, and there pr: pare the Fuflever| 
they went and found the Man in the ſame Circumft: 
ces, and prepared for Jeſus and his Family, Who 
the Evening came to celebrate the Paſſover: It was t 
Houſe of Jolu, Sir- named Mari, which had alwaz 
been open to this Bleſſed Family, where our Saviou 
was pleaſed to finiſh his laſt Supper. 

Wen the Evering was come, ſeſus food with h: 
Diſciples and eat the Paſchal Lamb, after which he g 
himſelf with a Towel, and taking a Baſon, waſhed t. 
Feet of his Diſciples, inſtructing them in the Doctrine o. 
Humitity, by his own Example: But Peter was un 
willi g to be waſhed by his Lord, untill he was told | 
muſt :enounce his Part in him unleſs he were waſne 
who therefore cryed out, Not my Feet only but my haue 
ard my Head [eſus ſaid, the waſhing of the Feet wa 
ſufficient for th: Puriication of the whole Man, relatin 
to tie Cuſt om of theſe Countries who uſed to go 
Supper immediately from the Paths, ard were ſufficien 
ly clean, ſave only on their Feet, by reaſon of the Du 
contracted in their Paſſige, from the Bathis to he Di 
ing- room - and by it, Jeſus meant that the ody of 8 
was w.ſhed away in the Bath; of Bp; iſm. 

After the eating of the Paſchal Lamb, it was thi 
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Cuſtom of the Fewws, to fit Cown to a ſecond Supper, 
in which they eat Herbs and unleayened Bread, the 
Matter of the Family firſt dipping his Morſel, and then 


the reit of the Heuſhou'd, after which the Father brake 


Bread into pieces, aud diſtributed a part to every one 
of the Guelis, and firſt drinking himſelf, gave to the 
reſt the Cup filled with Wine, according to the Age and 
Digoity ot the Perſon, adding to each diſtribution a 
| orm of Bencd'Ction proper to the Millery, Which was 
Commemorative of their Deliverance out of pt. 

This Supper Jeſus being to celebrate, turned the Cere- 
mony into a Miſtery, and gave his Bedy and Blood 
Scr.m:ntally ; kereby Irſtituting the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, wh:ch frem the Time of its Inſtitution, is called, 
The Lord's Supper, which Rite Jeſus commanded the 
A poſtles to coc memorate until his ſecond Coming. 

But Jelus being troubled in Spirit told his Diſciples, 
That one of them ſhould b:tray him, to confirm them in 
their belief of his Wiſdom ard Spirit of Piophecy ; the 
Piiciples were difturbed, ard lookirg on one another, 
doubtirg of whom he ſpake, beckoned to the t+.oved 
Diſciple, le:ning on Jeſus Breaſt, that he m'ght aſk ; 
for they who knew their own Innocer.cy, were deurous 
to fatkty their Cu ioſity, to be rid of their Fear, Jeſus 
being aſked gave them a Sign, and a Sop to Judas, 
commandirg him to do what he litt ſpeed ly, Je ſus be- 
ing extreamly ſtre igtned till he had drank the bitter 
Cup prepared for him. Af r Judas received the Sop, 
the Devil entred into him, and he went forth immedi- 
ately it being now Night” 

After his Departure, Jeſus began his Farewel Ser- 
mon, diſccurſing of the Glorification of Gcd in his Son, 
and of thoſe Glories his Father had prepared for him; 
his ſudden Departure to prepare a Place for them; 
commanding them to love one another, foretelling Pe- 
ter, who made confider.t proteſts, That he would die 
with bis Mater, yet before the cock crew twice he ſhould 
deny him thrice ; arming them againſt Peiſecution, and 
giving them his Blefling, and praying for them, and 

; then 


* 


| Dikiples fled, and Jae the Evangeliſt, who for 
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then having ſung en Hymn, which was part of the great 
Hallelujah, beginning at the 1 14 P/aln, (when {/rae! 
came out of A gypt, &c. ending at the 1:8 inclufve, 
went forth with his Diſciples over the Brook Cedron, to 
the Mount of Olives, to a Village called G-th/emane, 
where there was a Garden, into which he entred to 
pray together with his Diſcip'es. But taking Peter, 
James and John with him, about a Stone's- caſt from the 

reſt ; he began to be exceeding ſorrowful and fad even 

unto Death; ſay irg, tarry ye here, and watch with 


HO. 


wy 


me, and he was withdrawn from them. and kneeled 


down, and fe Il on his Face to the Ground, faying, O my 
Father ! If it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me, ne- 
vertheleſs not my Will, but thy Will be done, this he re- 
peated thrice in the ſame Words; but knowing the 
drinking of this Cup, was the great End of his coming 
into the World, he diveſted himſelt of the Affections of 
Fleſh and Blood, and becauſe his Father commanded, 
was defirous to ſuffer all cur Pains. 

Mean whileJu4as the Tray tor came with aMultitude of 
arrz-d Men, with Swords and Staves from the Prieſts, and 
the Elders to apprehend him, taking the Opportunity 
of the Nignt, becauſe they durſt not ſeize him by Day, 
for fear of the People, and Judas ſignified tte Perſon 
of his Maſter, to the Soldiers by a Kiſs, an Addreſs 
of ſeeming Civility ; but when they came toward him, 
Jeſus ſaid, Whom ſeek ye? They ſaid, Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, He ſaid, I am he; yet there was a Divinity 
upon him, that the Soldiers coming at firſt with a rude 
Attempt, were twice repelled by the Glory of his Per- 
fon, till they falling at his Feet, were at laſt admitted 
to the Seizure of his Body; but Peter a ſtout Galilean, 

a bold Reſcue, cut off the Ear of one of the 

High Prieſt's Servants ; but Jeſus rebuked his Paſſion, 

commanded him to put up his Sword, faying, All 

that ftrike with the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword, 
and touched Ma/chus's Ear, and cured him. 

When Jeſus had yielded himſelf to their Power, his 
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Grief, had forgot to lay afide his upper garment, which 
they uſed in Feſtivals to put on, began to make his Eſ- 
cape, but being ſeized by the Linnen upon his bare Bo- 
dy, was forced to leave that behind him, that himſelf 
might avoid his Maſter's Danger: But Peter followed 
afar off, and the greatneſs of John's Love made him re- 
turn to the High Prieſt's Hall, after his Surprize and 
Fright was over, Jeſus was firſt led to Annas, who was 
the Prince of the Sanhedrim, and had Cognizance of Pro- 
phets aad publick Doctiines, who aſking Jeſus of his 
Diſciples, and of his Doctrines, anſwered, That he ſpoke 
only to the World, and therefore referred him to the 
Teſtimony of all the People ; for which true Anſwer, 
2 Servant ſtanding by ſtruck him in the Face, and Jeſus 
meekly anſwered him, What Evil he had done. But 
Aunas without the ſeventy Jucges, could do nothing, 
and therefore ſent him to Caiaphas, who was High 
Prieſt that Year. | 

Peter coming thither, denied three Times that he 
was a Galilean, and of Jeſus's Family, till our Savi- 
our looking back, reminded him of his Prediction, and 
the fonlneſs ot the Crime, and the Cock crew: Peter 
went out and wept betterly, that he might cleanſe his 
Soul from the foul Stains he had contrafted by his 
ſhameful Perjury, and denying his Lord ; and it is report- 
ed, that ever after, when he heard the Cock crow, he 
wept at the Remembrance of his own Unwerthinefs, 

In the Morning the Council aſſembled and ſought falſe 
Witneſs againſt Jeu, but found none to the purpoſe: They 
railed boldly,but could find nothing ; they accuſed vehe- 
mently, but the greateit Article that their Malice could 
pretend to, was, that he would deſtroy the Temple. and 
build it up again in three Days; but the Witneſſes by 
diſagreeing, made void each others Teſtimony, and 
therefore j eſus anſwered neither to this, nor any other 
of their Allegations, till at length Caiaphas adjures him 
by the Living God, to ſay whether he was Chriſt or no: 
Jefas knew his Deſign was to take away his Life by this 
Inquiry, and not out of Piety or Curioſity. yet * 

is 
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his Hour waz now come, openly ath:med he was Chrit 
the Son of God, which when Caiaphas heard he cryed 
out Blaſyvhemy, rent his Garments, and called p eſentiy 
for Sentence to be proncunced againſt him, and as it wis 
agreed, they all condemned him as guilty of Neatn, and 
as far as hey had rower inflicted it; for they beat him 
with their rifts, ſmote him with the lalms of their 
Hande, Spit uron him, ard abuſed him. When Jide 
heard they had paſſed the finai dente ce upon hin, it re- 
pented him of his Wickedneis, and he b ought et ch tie 
Reward of his Treafon, and threw 1* among tem, y- 
ing, I have betrayed I: nocent Blood, and the Prien upon 
Conſultation, boughtwith the Money a Fiel to bory trau. 
gers in; and Judas went and ranged himſ-li; it is re- 
ported by the Ancients, that Juda; fllt on the Fig- 
tree on which he Was har ged, be ore he was quite dead, 
and at leng h o ſwelled, het he burſt, and his Bowels 
guſhed out Th. . Prieſt Fer aſſigned over Je- 
ſus to the fecuizr Power, carried hint tg Pilate to be put 
to Drath by his Septence, o- Military Autnority, Pilate 
willing to decline the Euſineis, bid them judge him ac- 
cording to their own Law; they reply” It was not 
1 le tor them to put any Man to Death, n eaning 
dart g the ieven Days of Un'eavencd road, which then 
happered, as appears in the Iniiance of Hero, who de- 
tained Pate, in Priſon, intending after Eaſier, to bring 
him out to the People. Others think, that all the Right 
of ir fl;QingCarra! Poniſhrents, was taken irom the Few, 
by the Romans, and Jef pbus writes, that when Ana- 
nias the High Preſt had, by a Council of that Nation, 
condemned St. James, the Brother cf out Lord, and 
put him to Death without the Conſent of the Roman 
Preſident, who was deprived of his Prieſt hood: But 
their Malice being relilefs, till the Sentence they h d 
paſt was put in Execution, again! it our Saviour, and they 
knowing that Pilate was a 7.calous Promoter of the Rz- 
man Gre tres anc an Hater of the Sect of the Galii/canr, 
the High Prieſt accaſed jeſus that he was of that Scct, 
ard that he denyed paying Tribute to C-/ar, and ca alled 

hin- 
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himſelf King. Pate having quettion:d kim about it: 
arfycrcd, that bis Kinrou was nt of his World, 
lat thinking he ind 101 ng to di Vita the other 
rgdom gave 1 eſtimory, that he fourd nething worthy 
Death in eſus. But e ine th t he was a Galilear, 
u of H rea's juriſdiction he tent him to Herd, who 
Rus at Jeruſalim at the tealt, IT rod was [ lad, becaule 
e had heard ch of him, and dearcd to {ee im, hop- 
Ing to fee {.me Mir..cle dore by him, of whom he 
ird ſo mary ; but the Evi... wie, that ſeſus did no 
i- cle, ana H Soidiers ſet him at niught, and 
kd him; nd that Day Herod was reconciled to Pz- 
An! Jelus was ſent back clothed in a white and 
| +} * -arment, which tho' poſubly tiey 1utended 

n y twas a 'Toxen of Innocence, condemned 

„e rrayed in Slack. 
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3 Blood, hey 11 \ Mood be upon us and | 
ur Children. As 9 to give Sentence, his * 
ie beirg troubles - 177. ſeat with the nine | 
el aid P ion of i, that he ſhould have no- 
ung to do wita th: top, Bat he was engaged, | 
cr and F eju . FU ne Ning did teem to have ; 
Herren: Intereſts, 1c new. {tified it was only 
dumry and Mal:c? ; 2:vit che Divine Laws, and 


le Reman allo, he con-. an Innocent Perſon, and 


ad- 


go The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


adjudg d him to aDeath,which was only due toMurder- 
ers and publick Thieves ; upon pretence of Blaſphemy, 
of which he ſtood Accuſed, but not convicted, and for 
which by the Jews Law he ſhould have been ſtoned to 
Death. 


And now was the Ho'y Lamb to bleed ; Firſt there- 
fore Pilates Soldiers array him in Royal Roves, put a 
Reed in his Hand for a Scept r, plaited a Crown of 
Thorns on his Head ; they bow thee Knee, and mock 
him, and inſtead of Tribute, pay him with Blows ard 
Spitting upon his Holy Head, and after the moſt hor- 
rid Abuſes, they bind him to a Pillar and Scourge him 
with Whips, a Puniſhment inflicted only on Slaves; at- 
ter which Barrabbas being ſet free, Pilate delivered je- 
ſus to be CruciheJ ; the Soldiers therefore having made 
a Croſs fad and heavy, laid it upon Jeſus's Shoulders, who 
like //aac, bore the Wood with which himſelf was to be 
Sacrificed, id drove him out to Crucifixion, who was 
ſcarce able to ſtand under that Load, and when he Faint- 
ed, they compell d Simon a Cyrenian, to help him. A 
great and mixt Multitude followed Jeſus to Golgotha, the 
Charnal Houſe of the City, and the Place of Execution: 
But the Women wept with bitter E xclamations, and 
their Sadneſs was encreaſed by the fad Predi ions, Jeſus 
then utter'd of their future Calamities,and that the Iime 
ſhould come, that Men ſhall fay, Bleſſed are the Barren 
that never bare and the Paps that never gave Suck. 

When Jeſus was come to Golgotha, a Place in the 
Mount of Cavalry, where according to Tradition Adam 
was buried, and where Abraham made an Altar for the 
Sacrifice of his Son, the Soldiers having ſtripped him, 
nailed him to the Croſs with four Nails, between two 
Thieves; in the midſt of all his Torments, jeſus made 
only one Prayer and Sorrow, to repreſent his fad Condi- 
tion as if God had forſaken him, but not a Syllable of 
Anger againſt his Enemies; inſtead of that, he ſent up 
2 Holy Charitable Effective Prayer for their Forgiveneſs, 
by which it is Recorded, he obtained of God, that with- 
in fifty five Days, eight Thouſand of his Enemies were 
con- 
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converted, three long Hou s the Holy Jeſus hurg clo- 
thed with Pain, Agony and Diſhonour ; his Holy Vir- 
gin Mother ſtood by his Croſ, upon whom old Simeon's 
prophecy was fulfilled, for now ſhe felt a Sword paſſing 
thro»gh her very Soul, But her Hope and Expeetaiion 
of the Reſurretiion drew a Vail befure her Sorrow, and 
her Love ſwall»wed vp her Grief; eſpcciilly conſider - 
ing, That tho? her cn had no Temporal Eſtate to be- 
Row: yet with his dvirg Breath, he wade Proviftoa for 
hes, by conſ.gning her over to the Care of Jou the Be- 
loved Diſcioie, by m.king hem to be her ado ted Son, 
a-d her to be his Mother, and from that Time forward, 
F:hn t:o's her home to his own Houſe 
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J Late prepared the following Inscription to be put 
1 over the Head of Fe/us, written in Hebrew, Greeb, 
and Latin, Jesvs or NAZARETH KIS or rue 


Ir we; 
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by Divi e Providence, retuſed to alter it While Jef 
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Jews, which the Phariſees would have altered, and that 
he fa d. He was King of the Jus, but Pilate out of Spite- a 
ful neſs, or to deſpight their Nation, or in» Honour of Fe- ti 
jus whom he knew to be a juſt Per ſon, as being over- ruled 


was praying and dying for his Enemies, the_Rulers ot 
the Ferus meckes him, upbra ding him with the good 
Works he did. and t' e Inſtances of his Fower, ſy ing. 
He faved others, himſelf he cannot fa'e. Othe:* faid, 0 
Let him come down from the Croſs, if he be King of | ©: 

the Jeavs, ard we will bel eve in him, and of the two 
Malefators that were crucihed with him one ReviedÞ © 
him, ſayirg, if thou be Chrift, fave thy ſelf and us. » 
Put the otter Thick, whom the preſent i ans and Cir- 1 
cumſtantzcs of Jeſvs Paſſion hid ſoftned and made be- d 
lieving, rcp:oved his Fellow for not feari-g Ged, con-ff B 
fefirg that they ſuffered deſervedly, but ] tus lawleſly, h 
ard then prayed to jeſus, Lord, remember me, when thou | m 
comeſt into t} v Kingdom: Which miracalous Converſion Ir. 
Jeſus entertain'd with a ſpee3y Promiſe, of a vey p 
great Fe city, promiſing that on the very Day he ſhou'd  h 
be with him in Fartdiſe. F 
While theſe Thirg were doing, the whole Frame cf h 
Nature {eemerl to be diflolved and out of Order, be- a: 
cauſe the Lord and Creator ſuffer'd, for the Sun was ſo ff 1 

darkned, that the Stars appeared, ard the Eclipſe was 
Frodzgious, the Ivioon ndt then being in Conj unction, but Þ S 
Ful, is was noted by Phli gau tte Freed man of the Ro- I p 
man Emperor Altan, by Lucian, and Drony/ius wh'le 1 4 
he was yet a Heathen, all excellent Scholars, great Hi- I} tc 
ſteriars, and Philoſophers, who alſa noted the Day e 
the Week. and Hour of the Day, :greeing in all Circ. m- tr 
carices, for the Sun was hid f om beholding ſuch a Pro- IP 
digy of Wickedneſs and Sedacſ:, and provided a Veil E 
for the Nakedneſs of Jeſus, that the Women might be Ip 
prefent, and himſelf die wi h Modeſty, it 
The Eclipſe ard the Paſſion began at the ſixth Hour, 4 
and continued to the Ninth, about which Time, us || t! 
being tormented with the unſufferab'e Load uf bis Fa- G 
| thet's 


PP em mmm 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 93 


ther's Wrath, due for our Sine, and wearicd with Pains 
and Heavineſs, cry*'d out, My God, my Grd, why haſt 
thou forſaken me! And as tis thought, Repeated the 
whole 22 Palm; which is an admirable Narrative cf 
the Paſtton, fu l of Fraycrs and c mclam's at fit, and 
a Deſcription cf his Pane, and ] hankſgiving, Joy, and 
Frophecy et th: laſt, but ih ſe frit Words it is Reccid- 
ed, he ſp.ke in a Language cf i ff, or clſe by rea en 
of Diltince, waz not unde ſtocd, for they thought he 
called tor Elias to take him from th2 C obs. 

Tien jeſus bei gin an Agony, faid, I Thirſt, and 
one ran, and filled a 5 unge with Vinegar, wrapping it 
with Ny ſop, and put it ona Reed, that he might drink. 
The Vineger and Spurge were in Executions cf con- 
demned lerſom, fer to Hop the too violent Tues ef 
Blood, and prolong the I'eath, but were offered to 
him in Scorn, ming ed with Gall, to make the Mixture 
more horrid and rauſeou-, but Jeſus taſted it only, and 
refaſed the Draught. And now know:rg that the Pro- 
phecies were fulfilled, ara his Torments Satisf.Aory, 
he faid, it is finiſhed, and crying with a loud Voice, 
Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit, he bow:d 
his Head and yielded up his Spirit into the Hands o- God, 
and dyed, h:ſtnirg to hls Father's Glories, to ſhine in 
the other Worla. 

Then the Veil of the Temple, which ſeparated the 
Sacred [oſaick Cercmonies from the ['y:s of the Peo- 
ple, Rent in the midit, from Jop to the Bottom, and the 
Angels Prefiderts of the Temple, called to cach other, 
to depart from their Seats, and o great an Earthquake 

appened, that the Rocks did rend, the Mountains 
trembled, the Graves opeced, and tte Bodics of dead 
Perſons aroſe, walking from their barying pl:c 5, to the 
Holy City, and appear'd unto many, ard ſo great Ap- 


prehenſions and Amazement heppened to all them that 


nood by, that they departcd ſmiting their Breaſts with 
Sorrow and Fear, and the Centurion that attended at 
the Execution, ſaid, certiinly this was the Son of 
God. . x 

E 2 The 
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V 7 Hen our foriorn cnt peipleſs State, 
None could relicme beſfde; 
Then at th' apprint:d Time, our Lord, 
For the ungodly dy d 
Mao &er red:rm'd a juſt Man's Life, 
By laying don bis own ? 
Porkas: there m: ay fach generous Le ve, 
To a go:d Ma be huhn 8 
Put the Frauſiendent Live of God, 
All Human dith excell ; 
And ſhines mit Gloricus in our Fre, 
B. yand all Parallel. 
Fer when obnoxi:us ts his Wrath, 
Ve <oretched Sinners flood ; 
Then his own Son came to attone 
Our Guilt with his own Bled. 
Much more then ach n that precious Buca, 
Has clear'd our guilty Score, 
Shall xve b» from the Wrath ts come, 
Reſcu'd for evirmore. 
For if the Death of Chrifl ſo far 
God's Wrath could pacify, 
As to procure h's wery Fo.s, 
A League of Amity. 
Much more ſpall cue, when through hit Death, 
Ged's Favour we r gain, 
Thro' his exalted glorious Life, 
Eternal Bliſs obtain. 
Nay more. cue in our God rejoice, 
Through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 
By whoſe Atonement wwe are now 


Ta his free Love reſtor'd. 


But bec:uſe the next Day was the Feu Sabbath, 
and a Feſtival cf the Paſchal Lamb beſides ; the Jews Ft 
haſtned that the Body ſhould be taken from the Croſs, 
and therefore ſent Pilate to haſten their Death, by break- * 
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ing their Legs, thac before Sun ſet, they might be taken 
away, according to the Cemmandment, and be buried. 
The Soldiers therefore ame and brake the Legs of the 
two Thieves but eſpy irg and wondring that ſeſus was 
ready de d, they brake not his Legs ; for the Scripture 
fozetoli, that a Bone of him ſhould not be Fraken, bit a 
Soldier with his Launce pierced his fide, ard immeciite! y 
there ſtre med out two Rivulets of Water and Blocd. 

Some of the P:imitive Fathers give an Account, that 
the Holy Vrgin Mother, (wacſe Soul during the whole 
Pain, wis pierc d with a Sword, ard ſhirper Sorrow. 
tho" the was ſupported by the Comforts of Faith, ani 
thoſe Holy Predi dians of h's Reſurreò lion, ard future 
Glories, which Mary had laid up in her Heart, again 
this great Dy of Tria!) now that ſhe ſaw ler Vleſi23 
Son had ſaffere i a'l thit our Neceſſities, and ther la- 
lice could req tire or inſlict, cauſed fome of his Follow- 
e's with whom ſhe jon ned. to take her dead Son from 
the Croſs, which ſhe kiſſed n embraced with all the 
Endearments that could be expreſſed by a forrow fal Mo- 
ther. weeping for her dead Son. Yet ſne was highly 
ſatisſied by confilering that row that great Myſtery, de- 
termined by Divine Predeſtinatian, betore the beginning 
of all Ages was fulfilled in her Son, and the Paſſion that 
was abſolutely receſſary, was row accompliſhed. She 
therefore firſt bathes his Body with her warm Tears, and 
d-liverirg a winding Napkin to Fo/iph of Arimath.a, 
gave him a Charge to enwrap the Body, and Emba'm 
and do it all Funeral Rites. to compoſe it Decen ly to 
ze Grave, having firſt exhorted kim to make a publick 
Confeſſion of his Faith, as to the Divinity of our Holy 
Redeemer, which he had only bitherio mad: Prof. flion 
of in private. Jeſeph obeyed the Council of ſo Excel- 
lent a Perſon, and. ventured upon the Diſpleaſure of the 
Jewiſh Rulers, and went confidently to Pilate, and beg- 
ved the Body of Jeſus. A 

Joſi pb therefore takes the Boy, binds his Head with 
te Napkin, waſhes the Body, anoints it with Ointmert, 
ard a Compoiition cf Myrth and Aloes, ard lays it in 
E 3 the 
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the Tomb, which he himſelf had hewen out of a Rock; 
2'l thef: Circumſtar ces beirg uſed by the Jeu in their th 
Generals; but it was not lawful to inter a cordemned Þ a 
Ferſon in their common burying Places. When the r 
Sun was et, the chief Frieſls and Phari/ecs went to Pi- 
late, teil ng bim, That jeſus while he was 1 iving, fore- | 
told his own Rec ſurtection on the Third Day, and left his | 
Di:c'p'es ſhould come ard ſteal the Bedy, and fay he was 
riſen from the Dead, deſired thet the Sepulchre might 
be 'ccured, againſt the Danger of any ſuch Impolture ; F ;- 
P:/ate gave them leave ty do their Pleaſure, they there- Þ 
tore ſealed the Grave, rolled a great Store at the Mouth t. 
of it, and as An ient Tradition ſays, bound it about ;; 
wich Labels of Iron, ard ſet a Watch of So'die:s, as if 
they intended to make it ſurer thin the Decree of Fate, 
or the never ailing Laws of Nature. 

When it was yet ear'y in the Morning, upon tte firſt 
Day of the Weck, Mar y Magdalen, and Mary the Mother 
of Fames and Salome, brought ſweet Spices to the Se- 
pulchre, that they might z2giin embalm the Holy Body, 
for tte Rites of embalming among the H:brexws, uſed 
to laſt forty Days, their Love being nct ſatisfied with 
what 7o/eph had done. They therefore baſtned to the 
Grave, and after the Expence they bad been at, began 
to confider, who ſhould remove the Stone, but they ſtill 
go on, their Love carrying them through all Difficultics. 
But when they came to the Sepnichre, they found the 
Guard from whom they might expect Oppoſition, zf- 
trighied and removed, and the Stone rolled away, for 
juit before there had been a great Earthquake, and an 
Angel deſcending from Heaven, roiled away the Stone, 
and fat upon it, and the Guards were like dea1 Men, 
And ſome of them ran to the High Priefts, and told them 
what had happened; but they reiolving now to add to 
their Iniquity, by a new Crime, hire the Soldiers to 
zell an incredible ard weak Fab'e, that his Diſciples . 
came by Night, and ſtole him away: Tho” the Wit of 
Man could not have invented more ſtrong Security than 
they uted, to prevent any ſuch Deſign that themſelves 
had made. I be 
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The Women en red into the Sepulcht'e, and milling 
the Foly of Jeſus, lues Nog lal-n went to the eleven 


| Apoſtles, compl.tnzirg that tle Body of our Lord Wes 
| rot to be found. I aca Pier and 7m ran as ta't as 


% 


they could to fee, for the unexpected ets of the Relat: 
oa, made them to doubt of the ruth, their Faith ot 
hs Reſurrectior, not being yet fixed in hem, and tne 
Sparks there f not raiſed into a Friame. They looked 
into the Senulchee, and rot finding the Body there, they 
tet ried, by this Time Mary Hgd len, and the Wo- 
men who ſtaid weeping, for their Lord's Bedy, tary 


two Angels 11.ti-g in White, the one at tte Head, and 
the other at the Feet, at which unexpeRed fight, they 


F*%4* 


trembled and bowed themſelves, but: 


made them call to Mind what Jeſus had -to'd them in 
Galilke, concerning his Crucifixion and Refurrediios the 
Third Day. L 4 And 
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Ard May turred herſelf back, ard faw Jeſus, but 
ſuppoſing him to be the Gardr er, fke ſaid to him, Sir, if 
you hive born him herce, tell me where thou haſt laid 
him, and 1 will take hm away ; but Jeſus faid ur- o her, 
Mary Then fhe Krew bis Voice, ard with Fx'aly of 
Joy ard Worder, was ready to have fallen at his Feet | 
end embraced them; but he c mmarded ler rot to 
touch bim; but go to Li; Brethren, ard ſay, 1 aſce-d to 
my Father, and your Father; my God, and your Cod 
May dt pa tid full of Jcy ard Sati faction, a: d ted 
theſe Things :o the ApoVes, but her Relation ſeemed 
altogetker ftirtavick a d imaginary. About the fame 
time alſo jeſus aj pea ed ta Saen Fiter; ard ton ads 
Ever ing to two of his Diſciples gairg cilcor ſoately ty 
Emars, ard diſcourſirg of ue lu e Cccur er ces; Jeſu; 
puts himſelf in their Com ray, and vpbratids tler n- 
credulity, and expourds the Scriptures, That Chritt 
ovght to ſuffer and riſe again the Third Day, ard in 
breaking of Bread, diſapp:ared, ard ſo was known to 
them by Varitirg away, whom when preſent, they 
krew not; ard irtantly they haſten to Jeruſalem, ard 

told the Diſciples what had happened. 

While they were there, the ſame Day at Evering, 
when the Diſciples were z ſſembled all but Themas, ſe- 
cretly ſor fear of the Feavs, the Doors being ſhut, Jeſus 
came ard ſtood in the midit of them, ard they were ex- 
ceeding troubled, ſuppoſir g jt had been a Spirit. But 
Jeſus cor ſuted them by appealirg to their Senſes. ard 
lettirg them feel his Fleſh and Bones, wh'ch Spirits have 
not; at which Sight t ey rejoyced with exceeding Joy, 
ard began to be reitored to t cir languiſhing Hopes of 
ſome future Felicity. by the Return of their Lord to 
Life ; ard there he firit breathed on them, giving them 
the Holy Ghoſt, and performirg the Fromiſ2 twice 
made b-fore his Death, ſ\-yirg, W hoſcever Sins ye re- 
mit, ſhall be ri miited :0 them, ard whoſoever Sins ye 
retain, they are retzired. Theſe Thirgs Tema was 
acquairtcd with, ard reſolved rot to Believe, unleſs he 
might put his Finger into the Holes in his Hands, ard 

| his 
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his Hards into h's Sde; which ſeſu eight Days *ftcr> 
at ancther Appeararce to the Apoft't:, made demon- 
frition of to him, but with a mild Reproof to his Un- 
belief promiſing a ſecial Bleſſirg to all tucceeding Ages 
of the Church, for they arc ſuch as ſaw not, but yet be- 
heved. 

Bur Jeſus at his early Aprewing had ſent an Order by 
the Wcmen, wat the Diſciples ſhould go into Galilee, 
and they did fo af er a few Hay; and Sim n Peter be- 
ing there, went a Fiſhing, and fix others of the Apoſtles 
3 wih him, to goto the Sea of Tiberias, where ttey la-, 
I bourcd all Night, and caoght nothing "Towards the 
5 3 Mornirg, Jeſus appeared to them, ard bid them caſt the 

Net on ihe right fide of the Ship; which they did, and 
incloſed one hundred and ff y great Fiſhes ; by which 
prodigious Driught, 795: the beloved Diſcip'e preceiv- 
ed it was the Lord. At which Inſtant, Peter threw him- 
{:1f into the Sea, and went to Jeſus, and when the reſt 
were come aſhore, they all dired with broyl'd Fiſh. 
Aſter Dinner Jeſus t king care of thoſe ſca:tered Sheep 
which were diſper{.d over the F:ce of the Eiurth, that 
he might gather them into one Sh ep-fo'd, under one 
Shepherd, #ſkcd Peter, Simon Son of Jonas, loveſt thou 
me more than th#: ? Peter anſwered, Yea, Leid, thou 
knowett all Th ngs ; theu knoweſt that [ love thee. Then 
Jeſus ſaid unto him feed my Sheep. And Jefus rſked 
him the ſame Que lion, and give h m the ſame Precent, 
the ſecond and Third Time; ard after intruſt.ng this 
Cherge to him, jeſus told him, That the Reward he 
ſhould have in this World, ſhould be a ſharp and herov- 
rable Martyrdom ; he likewiſe checks Petcr s Curioſity 
in inquifing what ſhould become of the beloved Diſci- 
ple, ard anſwered his Queſtion with ſome ſharpnets cf 
Reprehenſion, and no Satis faction; If I will chat he 
| tarry till l come, what is that to thee ? Which made 

them ſuppoſe he ſhould not dye, but they were miſta- 
| kin ; for though John lived till after the Cellruction of 
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Jeruſalim, notwithſtarding the Attempts of Perſecu- 
tors, and the miraculous Eſcape from prepared Tor- 
E 5 ments, 
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ments, yet he dyed a natural Death, wh:n he was a- 
bout ninety Years.of Ape. 

Aker this, Jeſus havirg appointed a folemn Meeting. 
for all the Brethren that cou'd be collected from the 
Diſperſion, and named a certain Mountain in Galzlee, 
appeared to five hucdred Brethren at once, ard this was 
his moſt Publick and ſolemn Maniſeſtation; and while 
ſome doubted, Jeſus e me acccrding to the Defignation, 
and ſpate to the e even Diſciples, fendiag them to 
prezch to all the World, Repentance and Remiſſion of 
Sins in his Name, promiſing to be with them to the 
End of the Word Laſt cf all when the Ap:files were 
at Dinner, he appeared unto them, upbraiding their Un- 
belief, and then opened their Underſtanding, that they 
might diſcern the Senſe of Scripture, and again, com- 
manded them to preach the Goſpel to all the World, 
giving them Power to do Miracles, to caſt out Devils, 
to cu:e Diſeaſes, and Inſtituted the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, which he commanded (together with the good 
Tydings of the Gofpel) ſhould be adminiſtred to all Na- 
tions in the Name of the Father, of the Son, ard of tte 
Holy Ghoſt. Then he led them into Judea, and they came 
to Bethany, and ſrom thence to the Mount of Oliuet, and 
he commanded them to Pay in Jeru/alcm, till the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Promiſe cf the Fa her ſhould ceſc:nd upon 
them, which ſhouli be accompliſhed in a few days, and 
then they ſhou!d knew the Times, and the Seafor:s, and 
a' Things necc{i:ry for their Miriitration and Service, 
and Propagaticn ot the Goſpel, and while he diſcourſed 
many Things concerning the Kirgdom, behold a Cloud 
came ard pe ried Jeſus from them, and carried him in 
their Sght vp to Heaven, where he (ets at the right hand 
of God, ble led for ever. Auen. 

While the Apoſtles ficod gaz ng up to Heaven, two | 
Angels appeared to them, and told them, That Jeſus | 
ſhould come in like manner es he was taken away, with 
Glory and Majeity in the Clouds, and with the Mirittry | 


of Angels, inen, Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
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The PRAYER. 


Holy and Et:rna? Jeſus, ths haſt ov:rcome Death, 

and triumphed ever all the Powers , Hell. Dark- 
neſs, Sin, and the Grave, manififfing the Truth of thy 
Promijes, the P:xver of thy Divinity, the Mejefty of tt; 
Perſon, the Rewards rf thy Glory, and the Mei cits and 
excellent Defigns of the Ewvaneelical Kin;dm 5; thy 
Ghrious and Powerful Neſurrectian, preſiry? vir Souls 
frem eterncl Death, and make us to ri frem ths Peat! 
of Sin, and ta live the Life of Grace, loving iy Pore 
fe ions, adoring thy Mercy, purſuing the Intereſt of thy 
Kingdom, being unitid le the Chureh, any iter aur 
Head, confirming to ty Hy Faxes, eſtal lite in Faith, 
entertain'd and confer d with a . odecfHt, Zul and 
certain Hope, and jardAified by Charity; aunt Lagras 
wing thee in our Hearts. Submilting to thee in our Spe 
riti, and Imitating thee in thy Glorious Exanylc ce may 
% Partaher s of thy Reſurrectiůn, which is our Hope and 
aur Define, the Sup; ort of dur Faith, 2 Dea of 1 
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Foy, and the Strength of our Confdence : In the Holy 
T eas ao wwe Truſt ; wwe confeſs thy Faith ; we b. lieve al 
that thou lat Taug!t ; ave defire to pe, form all thy In- 
junction; our Souls are in thy Hand, de thou Support 
and Guide them, and fity our I:firmitics, ard «chin on 
fell Appear at the great Day, ſhe tows the HA 
thy fdvocatiſt ip. Interciffion and Red mptiin Thou 
Halt anſwer for us, O Lord. for in thee have wwe Truſt. d, 
it us never be confounded. Thu t Fiſt, thou art 
Mer ciful ; thou art Gracious and Compaſſionate ; thou 
heſt done Miracles and prodigics to us, ard ail the World: 
Let not thoſe great Actions and Sufferings be In: ffeftual, | 
but make us Capable and Receptive af a thy Mer cies, 

and then wwe are certain lo riceive them; we are H ine, 

O ſave us, thou art Ours, O Holy Feſus ; O dwill <i h 

us for cer, and let us dw l with thee, Adoring and 
Praifing the Eternal Glories of God the Father, Son, 

and Ho'y Ghoſt, Amen. 


Our Father, . 


1 
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LIVES 


Holy EvancELisTs, and APosTLEs; 
with their Martyrdoms, for Preaching 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


F T E R the Diſciples had been Specta:ors of 
Ars Bleſſed Redeemer's Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
they returned to Feru/al/m, and continued 

=> there in Prayers and Supplications in their di- 
ſtreſſed condition, the whole City being ſet againſt theſe 
pcor innocent People ;they have reither Lands ror Reve- 
nues to maintain them, nor Friends at Court to ſup- 
port them againſt their Enemies, to whom the Name 
of Jeſus was hateful, and his Followers reckoned to be 
Adverſaries to the Government; and tho” in this For- 
lorn State, they comforted themſelves with the precious 
Promiſes their dear Maſter left them at his Departure, 
yet their preſent Cordition ſeem'd very deplorable to 
human Appearance; but after they had continued thus 
Diſconſolate about ten Days, our Bleſſed Lord per. 
formed his Promiſe, by ſending the Holy Ghoſl, the 
Comforter, by whom they received Fortitude and Cou- 
rage, to go forth into the World, and by having the 
Gift of Tongues, and ſpeaking to the Underſtanding of 
People of all Nations and Larguages, they were capable 
of Inſtructing them in the higheſt Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtianity, and to convince and confound their moſt ſubtle 


Oppoſers; by theſe Divine Aids they preached with 
uch 
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ſuch Efficacy, that St. Peter Converie? three thoufird 
Souls in one Day, by one Sermon, and in a few Years 
the Chriftian Doctrine was fo diſperſed over the World, 
that the Ramm Emperors were apprekeni:ve of their 
Numbers; moſt Countries under the Empire, being 
fl''d with Maltitades of them; and in procels of Time, 
tho” they fuffered the greateſt Torments from their Ene- 
mies, yet their Faith truumphud ove: the Torment, Whips, 
and Swords of the mighty F'vrants of the Farth, when 
there was no Temptations of Profit, Picaſ:rz or Advan- 
tage, but on the contrary, Pain, Miſcry, and the moſt 
cruel Deaths attended the fire. 

After the Death of Fudas the T'raytor, whe firſt hang- 
ed himſel, and falling Head long from the Gibbet Le 
bartt aſundet in the midſt, and all nis Bowels guſhed out. 
It is ſuppoſed, that the Apoiles went ints ſeveral Coun- 
tries to publiſh the gad Tidings of Silvation, of whoſe 
Freaching and Mart) rdom I ſhall give a brief Account, 
and begin with St. Matthins, 


The Life and Martiyrd:m of St. Matthew the A's/1h 
and Evangeliſt, who was ſlain with an Halbert in 


Ethiopia. 
His Feſtival is by the Weſtern Church, celebrated Sep- 


tember 2 1. 


T. Matthew, alſo cilled Leni, a City belonging to 


to the Tribe of Zabulun. where our Saviour was 
brought up, was the Son of 4/pheus and Mary, Sifter or 
Kinſwoman to the Bleſſed Virgin is way of Life was 
tat cf a Pub/ican, or Toll gatherer, an Office ſcanda- 
lous among the Feavs, thovgha Hlace of Power, Credit, 
and Reputation among the Romans, ard conferred upon 
Enights and Perfons of Quality, but were Covetous 
and great Oppreſſors; cf wich dcubtieſs Zachexs , 
who wes one of them, was ſenſible, when after his 
Counterfiog, he offered Fcur-{o'd in way of Reſtitution, 
to thoſe from whom he ha d talks any Thing by Fraud, 


and 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 105 


d ad evil Prictices; and upon this Account, the Pab:- 
Naas became infamous among the Gentiles allo : The 
Jew; de teſted them, becauſe this Tribute was not only 
a Grievance t) their Purſes, but an Invaſion of the Li- 
erties of their Nation, they being declared immediate - 
ly by God himſelf, a Free- born People, and therefore 
reckoned th's i; as a ſtinding Inflance of their Slavery; 
„J that theſe Officers, were abhorted by them to that 
1 [Degrce, that it was Unlawfulto ſhew them any Com- 
F mon K'ndnet;. 
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Of this Employment was St. Matthew, who is 
thought to have gathered , the Cuſtoms of ſuch Goods, 
as came by Sea from Galilee, and the Pay of Paflengers, 
that went by Water; they kept their Cuſtom houie by 
the Sea ſide, to be near at hand, and here it was that 
St. Matthew had his Office, or Receipt of Cultom ; 
when our Saviour having cured a Man grievouſly tor- 
tured with the Palſy, retired out of Capernaum, to the 
$2a-fide, where he taught the People that followed him 
n great Numbers, and eſpy ing Matthews fitting in his 

Ofice 
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Office, called to him to come ard fo!l :w him; the Man 
wer rich, having a giinſul Trade, yet he 'eft all his In- 
tereits and Relations to become our Lord's Diſcip'e. 

Af er he was Elected into the Apoſtleſhip, he con- 
tinued with the rel, till our Lord's Aſcenuon, ard then 
for the firit eight Year, it is recorded, He prezcnd 
up and Cowan Jadea, tet which L+ing to betake him- 
ſelf io the Convextion of be Gentile World, the c n- 
rte i Forres intre ted him to commit to Writing, the 
Hiftory of our Lord's Life and Actions, to leave it as a 
Itarding Record of what he had preached to them; 
zccordingly he compoſed his Goſpel. We have little 
Account of the Sufferings ard Troubles he uncerwcn”, 
for the Advancement of the Chritian Faith. Some 
write that he went into Parthia and having ſucceſsfully 
planted the Goſpel in thoſe Parts he travelled ther.ce 
into ET id ia, where Ly Hi: Preaching and Mirac es, he 
mightily triumphed over Error and Icolairy. 

As to the manner of his Death, it is related by ſome 


that he went into the Country of the Canibals, or Men- 


eate;s, where Chriſt appeared to him in the Form of a 
beaut:ful Youth, and gave him a Wand, wi ich he pitch- 
ing in the Ground, it imme liately grew up into a Tree; 
that he alſo miracu'ouſſy converid the Fiiuce of the 
Country, and after all, dyirg in Peace, and was molt 
ſumptuouſly buricd ; but others of the Ancients, with as 


much Probab li:y affirm, that he ſuffe ed Martyrd-m, 


or was flain with a Sword at a City ia Ethiopia 

He was a great Inſtat ce, how much Power, Religi- 
on has to alter the Temper of a Man, who beirg a 
Stranger to Chriſt, and in very advantageous worldiy 
Circumitar.ces, yet no foor.er did our Bleſſed Redeemer 


call him, but without the leaſt Scruple cr DiſlatisfzEtion, 


he not only renounced his gainful Incomes, but hazirdced 
the Diſpleaſure of his Maſters, the Romans in whoſe Ser- 
vice he was employed, to leave his Accompts entangled, 
and confuſed behind him. 
This Apoſt'e having written his Goſpel, as we have 
ſaid, at the Intreaty of the Fer; Converts, tho . 
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ſay, It was by the command cf the Apoſt'es, while he 
was in Paleſtine, eight Y ears after our Saviour's Cruci- 
fxion, it was carried by St. Bart/olom:wv into India, 
and leſt there; he writ it in Hebrew as primarily de- 
ſigned for the uſe of his Country-men. It was no doubt 
ſoon after Tranffatcd into Greek, ſome by St. John, o- 
thers by St. James the Lefſ;:, This Hebrew Copy was 
hund at Tiberias by Foſ phas a Jew, and after his 
Converfon, a Man of great Honour and Efteem in the 
Pa; s of Con/tan ine the Great; one of the Ancients aſ- 
fures us, there was another Copy kept in the Library of 
C-r/aria, in his Time, and another by the Nazarers at 
B-rca, frem whom he had the Liberty to Tranſcribe it, 
and afterward: Tranſlated it into Greek and Latin. A 
Ccpy alſo of this Goſpel was dug out of the Grave of 
Barnatos, at Cyprus, tranſcribed with his own Hand, 
but theſe Copies are long ſince persſhed 

The Life of St. Mark the Evangeliſt, who was dragged 

through the Streets in a City of Egypt, till he exfired. 


His Feſtival is obſerved by the Reman Church, April 25 


A N 
Cogn oo S-. 
Hough this great Evangeliſt, ſeems to have a Fo- 
man Name, Mark or Marcus, yet doubtleſs he 
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was born of Yeav;þ Parents, Originally deſcended from 
th2 Tribe of Lows, and of tte Prieitly Line; the Reiſon 
for changing his Name ſrom Jau to Reman, wWas 
probably from ſome great Accident of his Life, uſual 
among the Jeaus, when travelling to the Furt can Pro- 
vinces of the Roman Emp'r*, he being then goirg to 
Italy or Rene. | 

By the Ancients he is thought to be one of the ſeven- 
ty Diſciples. who taking t xceprion at our Saviour's 
Diſcour e cf cating his Fleſh, and dri, king his B ood, 
went back and walked end more with him at tha- ine, 
but was ſeaſonab'y reduced ard reclaimed by St. P.tcr ; 
but others as ſirenuouſly affirm, that he was then 10 
Hearer ror Follower o Chriſt, and therefore could b: 
none of them, who upon that Occ:fhon forſool him; 
he wes converted by ſome of the Apoitle-, and pro- 
bably by St Peter, who call: him hi- Sn Marcus, and 
who was his conſtant Attend :nt in his Travels, and ſaid 
to te his Amanuei ſis, or Writer of what the Apottle 
dictate], and likewiſe his Interpreter. For thy? the A- 
poles were divinely ig ſpired, ard had the Gift of Lan- 
gunges, yet the Interpretation of Tongues, was a Pri- 
viledge mom peculiar to ſome than others. This might 
prob bly be St. Mar#s Talent, in expounding St. 
Peter's Diſcourſes, and Writings to thoſe who did not 
underſtand them. 

He accompanied St. Peter in his Apoſtolical Progreſs, 
in preaching the Goſpel in Italy and Rome, as it is r2- 
lated, where at the Requeſt of the Chriſtians in thoſe 
Parts, he compoled his Goſpel. By St. Peter he was 
ſent to plant Chriſtianity in Æ gpyt, and reſided in ard a- 
bout Alexandria, for ſome I ime, and was fo ſuccetsful 
in his Miniftry, that he converted Multitudes of all 
Ranks and Degrees, to the embraceing of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and an extracdirary ſtrict Profeſſion thereof, 

St, Mark did not conſine h's Miniſtry at Alexandria, 
and the Eafferu Parts of Agypt, but travelled Weft-ward 
to Lybia, Marmaria, and Pentapolis; where tho” the 
People were barbarous and Idolatrous, yet by his Preach- 
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ing and Miracles, the Goſpel prevailed, he not leaving 
them till he had grined and confirmed them in the Pro- 
feſſion of the Faith: returning to Alexandria, he preach- 
ed freely, and ſet in Order the Affairs of the Church, 


tog 


ard wiſely previded for Succ:flion, by conſtituting 
Governors and Paſtors of it; but the reſtleſs Enemies 
of the Souls of Men, would rot ſuffer him long to live in 
ulet. 
F About the Time of Eafter, happ ned the great So- 
lemnity of the Ægyptian Deity Serafis ; when the Minds 
of the People b. ing t ſſiona: ely excit d to a V indication 
of the Honour of their Veat en Idol, broke in upon St. 
Mark, in the time of divine Worſhip. and bindirg his 
Feet with cords. dragged him through the Streets, to a 
Precipite near the Sea, nd th uſt im into Priſon for 
that Night; where he wzs encour:-g:d by a Divine Vi- 
ſton, to continue conſtant under ihe Ruirs of hi hate 
tered Body. Eerly the next Morning, th. Bo d- 
hounds re ewed their Barba-rities, d:-2agg ny lum about 
in the Came Narrer, till his Fleſh bu ng raked ot, and 
hi Blood itre»mivg al the WV. his pitie ti ed hm. 
ard he expired, but the r M lice ended not with kis Life, 
ſer it recorde , that Wien ha wis dead, they burnt 
his Body, and te Chriſt ns c:rcfully gathering bis A- 
ſhes, decenily buried them ntar the Place whe:e he was 
won't to ach, a d put them in an Urn, which with 
much Solemnity, was af.erwards removed from Alex- 
andria o Venic', were we are told it now lies Interred, 
and is religiouſly honoured by the People; St. Mark be- 
ing adopted to be the Tutelar Saint of that Republick, 
and has as Mzgnificent a Church erected to his Memo- 
ry, as the World can boaſt of. He js reported to have 
ſuffered Martyrdom, April 25 but whether in the Reign 
of Claudias or Nero, is urcertain. As to his Perſon he 
was of a midd e Stature, as the Ancients Record, of. a 
comely Preſence, his Noſe long, his Eyes full of Ami- 
— and all the de firable Qualities of a lovely Per- 
=y | 

The Converts at Rome, not content to have — 8 t. 

tte 
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Peter preach, preſſed St. Mark, as we have ſaid, to 
commit to writing what he preached to them, by way 
of Hiſtory, which he pe formed with much Faithfulneſs 
and Brevity, all which St. Peter, it is ſaid, Peruſed and 
Ratified with his Apottolical Auchority, commanding it 
to be owned and preſerved with the reſt of the Canonical 
Scripture, and his great Impartiality in his Relat on doth 
clear'y appear that he is ſo far from concealing, or mol- 
lif, ing the ſhameful Fall and Denial of fis dear Maſter, 
and Tutor St. Petr, to whom he was fo deeply engaged 
in the Bands of Love, that he Records it with ſome par- 
ticular weighty Circumſtances, and Aggravations, which 
the other Evangeliſt have thought ft to omit. 

Some affirm that his Goſpel was written Originally in 
the Latin Tongue, becauſe he publiſhed it at Rome ; but 
it is manifeſt by the moſt Ancient Authority, That the 
Jews Who heard St. Mark preach, being Strangers at 
Name, knew but very little Latin, the Greek being at that 
Time the moſt faſhionable and communicative Language 
in the Word, nor can any good Reaſon be Aſſig ed why 
it ſhould be more inconvenient for St. Mar to write his 
Goffel in Gr-ek, for the Uſe of the Romans, than that 
St. Paul ſhould in that very Language write his Epiltle to 
the Church there. | 

The Original Greet Copy, written with St Mar#'s 
own Hand, is ſaid to be extant at Venice, to this Dey, 
being written as ſome Inform us, at Auilea and ther ce 
after many hundred Years, tranſmitted to Venice, where 
it is ſtill preſerved as an ancient Monument, but the Let 
ters ſo defaced by Time, as not Legible, but it being of 
no Conſequence as to the Authentickneſs of it: Original, 
ie is not worth contending for, 


| 
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The Life of St. Lute the Evangeliſt, who was hanged 
upon an Olive- Tree in Greece, 


His Feſtival is obſerved, Ocrob. 18. 
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T. Lute was Born at Artioch, the Metropolis of Sy- 

ria, eminent for the Pleaſantneſs of its Soil, the 
Riches of its Traffick, the Wiſdom of its Senate, the 
Lenrning of its Profeſſors, and the Civility and Polite- 
nel of the Inhabitants, celebrated by the Pens of ſome 
of the molt Floquent of that Age, but particularly re- 
nowned for the Honour, that here it was the Diſciples 
were frit called Chr'ftiars. It is recorded, that he 
ſtudied at moſt Schoo's both of Greece and Egypt» 
whereby he became !e-rned in a'l Human Sciences, but 
he more particularly apply d himſelf to the Pre ctice of 
Phyſick, for which the Grecian Academies were ver 
famous, beſides which he is { id to be Skilful in the 
Ait of ainting. ard 3 0 4 fem zus Pieces are ſhewed 
in Lacy, {aid to be his Drawings, there is alſo an An- 
cient Inſ:ription in the Via Lactea at Rome, in an old 
Vault 
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Vault near the Chuich of St. Mary, ſeppoſed to have 
L cea the Flace 'were St. Paul dwelt, whe:ein Mention 
js made of the Picture of the Bleſſed Virgin, which the 
Ttaliant call a Madona, or Lady, that with fx cthers were 
diawn by the ſame Evargelitt. 

St. Lale was no doubt a Fewrh Proſelyte, Ar tioch 
bounding with Mea of that Natiou, who had their 
Synagcgves aud Schocls of Education, ard {iproied to 
be one of the ſeventy Diſciples, and like w. ſe ons of the 
two, who were going to Emans, to whom the Lo d ap- 
peared in their Way; theie ſeem only & nj*Glures ; for 
beſides other Arguments. he himfclt confeſſed plainly, 
That he was not from the beginning, an | ye wiin ſ and 
Miniſter of the Word. It is therefore mere probable t at 
he was converted by St. Pal, during his Ab? e in An- 
tioch ; ↄnd became ever after hi: ivicparable Companion, 
end fellow Labourer in the Work of the Mir iſtry, eſpe- 
cially after lis going into Macedonia, from which time, 
in recerding the Hiſtory of st Paul's Travels, he upon 
all Occaſions, ſpeaks of himiclf in his own Perſon ; he 
attended in all his Dargers, and at his ſeveral Arraign- 
merts at Jeruſalem, and in his hazardous Voyage to 
Rome ; ard *ts prebable he did not leave St Paul, till 
Fe had finiſhed bis Courſe, and crowned all his S ffer— 
ings with Martyrdom, though ſome aver that he left 
the Apoſt'e at Reme, and jeturned back in'o the Fa; 
travelling into Æ pt, and the Parts of Lybia, where :c- 
cordirg to his Culiom he pre:chee the Goipel, wrought 
Miracles, converted Myu'titudes, conſtituted Mini{.ers, 
and that himſelf became Biſhop of Thebars. 

He wrote two Rooks for the Uſe and Berefit of the 
Church, his Gospel, ard the Hiſtory of the Acts cf the 
Apcitles, both which he ded cated to Thcoph lus: Some 
ef the Ancients ſuppoſe this to be a feigned Name, de- 
noting no m re than a Lover of Goc, a Title com- 
mon to every Chriſt an. Others, that it was the pro- 
fer Name of a particular Perſon, the Stile of Moſt Ex- 
celient, beirg in thoſe I imes the proper Form of Ad- 
dreſs to Pl ines, nd great Men, and thit he was of 
Coniular 
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Conſular Dignity, and a noble Man of Artizch, who 
whea converted by St Peter, gave his Houſe to the 
Church for their pub ice :nd ſolemn Worthip ; and o- 
thers think he might be ſome chief Man in Authority, 
whom St. Lhe had Con erted and baptized, t> whe m 
he dedicated theſe Bocks as a Teliimony cf horourab'e 
Peet, and a Mans of giving him farther Light into 
the certainty cfthoſe Things, whe ein he had been In- 
ſtructed by him; he cxprefiy telling us, Trat his In- 
telligence in thoſe Matters, was derived from ſuch as 
were Eye witneſles and Miniſters of the Word from the 
Pezirring, having delivered nothing in his whole Hi- 
fiery, bu what he had immediately received from Per- 
ſons preſent at, and part:cular!y concerned in the things 
e hes left upon Necord. 

The Occatioa of his Writing his Goſpel, ſeems to 
be partly to prevent thoſe falſe and ſcandalous Reports, 
which even at that Time were raiſed by the Enemies to 
the Chriſtian Name; and partly to ſupply what was 
wanting in the two Evangeliit., who wri before him; 
which dupplement iz pargcularly noted throuę hout his 
whele Hijtory, by fore of the primitive Fathers; the 
ſubjec: Matter of the ſame, being an Account of what 
relates to Chrilt's Prieſtiy Oftize, znd therefore the An- 
cients in accommodating the Prophet Eze/:ePs Viſion, 
of four Symbolical Repreſentations to the four Evange- 
Its, aſſigned the Ox or Calf to St. Luke. 

His H:ftory of the Apoſtolick Acts, was undoubted- 
ly written at Rc: at the End of St. Pauls two Years 
Impr:ſanment there, with which he concludes his Sto- 
ry; wich cmains the Actions ard ſmetimes the 
Suff:rv gs of ſome of the chef Apoſtles, particularly of 
St. Paul, whoſe Activity in the Cauſe of Chriſt and the 
Goſvel, made him have a deeper Share both in doing 
and ſuffering; and St. Luke bing his canſtant Atten- 
dint, an an Eye witneſ- of the moit conſiderable Tranſ- 
octions of lis Life, after his Converſion, was the more 
capable of giving an accarate Relation of them; amon 
other Things he Records thoſe wonderful * 
which 
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which the Apollles wrought for Confirmation of the 
Doctrine they daily preached In both theſe Books hi; 
Sule is clear, flowing with a natural Sw: etnc{: and Grace, 
he was faithful in his Relati-ns, E'egant in his Writing 
as a Miniſter, Devout and Pious as a Chriſtian, Careful 
and Dilig:nt, for the good of Souls, and to Crown all, 
laid down hiv Life for the Teſtimeny of tte Goſpel, 
which he had preached and publifl'd to the World 

An ancient Author Laboars to prove, that he ſuff-red 
Martyrdom at Rome, after St. Paul's fiiſt Impriſonment 
there, and there fore did no farther proſecute the Hiſtory 
of the Acts of the \poſtles, Which he would ur doubie ly 
have done, had he lived any conſidcrable Time after St. 
Paul's Departu e. But Mi-cp/orus gives a particular Ac- 
count, that travelling into Greece, he ſuccei fully Preach- 
ed and Baptized many Corve ts in othe Chriſtian Faith, 
which ſo erraged tie barians that a Crew of Villains 
joy ing told ot him, T'crtwred him in a moſt violent 
Marner, ard hen Dragging him to Fxecution Cefigned 
to Cruc ſie him, bet ce mig to the Pl ce where they in- 
tende d to perpe tra e the re. of the r Viilzny, they could 
not find a Cro's to fx him upen, but 1 ghting upon an 
Olive tree, thcy hong d him thereon, in the eighty fourch 
Yerrot his Age His od) was with great Solemnity, 
buried at Conſtantinople, by the Comma: d of Conſtantine 
the Great, or his don, in that famous Church erefied 
there totne Memory of the Apotile-. 


The 
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is Th- Life of St. John the Evangaliſt and , aul dug 
- A peut into a Culiron of, callliug Ol, and ejcafed urhurt. 


His Feſtival is celebrated, D cem-er 27. 


T. Jahn was a Galil:an, the Son of Zebedee, ard Sa- 
lame, younger Brother to St. James, together wich 
whom he was employed in Fiſhing : By his coming to 
Chrid, he ſeems for ſome "Time to have been a Diſciple ta 
Jobn the Baptiſt, being probub'e that other Diſciple that 
was with 4:drezv, when they lett the Baptift to follow = 
our Saviour, {5 particularly Cocs he relate all Circum- 
ſtences of theſe Tranſ:Ettions, tho Modeſtly, as in other 
Te Parts of his Goſpel concealing his own Name. 2 
There is not much mentioned of him in S.c:rd Wii, 
more than what is Recorded of h'm in Conj ene ion iu 
his Brother James, he was peculia ly dear to his Lord 
and Maſter, being the Diſciple whom jeſus loved Wir- 
neſs his lying in our Savicur's Boſom, at the Pafchal 
F Suffer 


Supper, as alſo when Peter was defirous to know which 
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of them our Redeemer meant, when he faid, One of 
them ſhould betray him, and d-ri! not himſelf propound 
the Queſtion, he mace uſe of St. John, ti aſk our Lord, 
indeed when C hritt was frit appr: herde : he fled with 
the other Apoſtles, it not being without probability of 
Reaſon, that the Ancie ts corceived him t have been 
that young Man, who fullowed after cur Saviour, hav- 
ing a Linnen Cloth caſt about his naked Body, whom 
when the Officers laid hold upon, he lef the Cloth, and 
fled naked from them, but tho? he ef ed at preſent; 
to avo'd that ſudden Violence whic i was fr N um; 
et he ſcon recovered himſelf, and returned K his 
Maſter, and waited upon him, through the {ever | aſſi- 
ges of his Tryal, till his Crucifixion, Here t was that 
our Saviour appointed his Guardian of him Mother, and 
mace her a Part of his Charge and Care, At the firſt 
News of our Lord's Reſurrection, he accompanied Peter 
to the Sepulchre, thoſe two Apoſtles having a more 
mutual Intimacy than any of the reit, and had ran many 
Hazards together, and adhered cloſely to one another up- 
on all Occaſions. 
The Ancients ſay, that after the Death of the Bleſſed 


Virgin, St. John went into Aa, ard applied himſelf 


wholly to the Propagating of Chriſtianity, having plant 


. ed ſeveral famous Churches there; after ſome Years 


cont'nuance there, he was accuſed to Dymitian, the 
bloody perſecuting Roman Emperor, as a Subverter of 
the Religion of the Empire, by whoſe command the 
Conſul of Aa ſent him bound to Rome, where it is 
related, he was put into a Caldron of burning Oyl ; 
but the Divine Providence delivered this Holy Man 
from this ſeeming inevitable Deſtruction unhurt, the 
cruel Emperor not being ſatisfied with this, orders him 
to be baniſhed to Patmos, a diſconſolate Iſland in Greece, 


where he remained ſeveral Years, inſtructing the Inha- ſti 


bitants in the Faith of Chriſt. Here it was that about 
the latter End of Domitian's Reign, he writ the Book of 
the Revelations. 

Bloody 
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Bloody Domitian being taken out of the Way, Coice- 
rus Nerve ſucceeded in the Empire, who being of a 
milder Temper, Repealed the bat barous Edits of his 
Predeceſſor, recalling thoſe that were baniſhed for the 
Chriſtian Name, whereupon St. John lett Patmos, and 
returned into 4/za, fixing his Reſidence at Epheſus, where 
it is ſaid, he wrote his Goſpel, he writ alſo three Epiltles, 
which with the Hocalypſe, are all repoſed in the Sa- 
cred Canon, and univerſally admired. He lived till the 
Time cf the Emperor Trajan, about the beginning of 
whoſe Reign, he departed this Life, about the Ninety 
ninth Year of his Age, as is generally thought. But o- 
thers ſuppoſe he died a Martyr, becauſe our Saviour 
told him and his Brothers, that they ſhould drink of 
the Cup, and be Baptized with the Faptiſm, where- 
with he was Baptized, which was indeed Literally ful- 
filled with his Brother James, yet tho' he was not mur- 
dered, he may be truly ſtiled a Martyr, his being put 
into a Veſlel ot Scaiding Oyl, as we have noted, his ma- 
ny Yea!s Baniſhment, and other Sufferings for the Cauſe 
of Chri't, juſtly challenging that Title ; it beiag not 
want of good Will either in him, or his Enemies, but 
tne Divine Froviderce, immediately over ruling the 
Power of Nature, that prevented the Malice of his Ad- 
verſarizs, from puting their cruel Intentions into Exe- 

ution 

Others deny, that he dyed at all, but is ſtill alive; 
the Occaſion of which Error is founded upon what 
paſſed between our Bleſſed Saviour and St. Peter, con- 
erning. this Apoitle, for Chriſt having told Peter what 
ould be his cwn Fate, Peter inquires what will be- 
ome cf St. John, to whom our Lord anſwered, If I 
ill that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
hich was miſunderſtood by the Apoſtles, tho“ St. 
obn himſelf, who Records that Paſſage, inſerts a Cau- 

tion, that Je'us did not fay he ſhould not dye. From 
ie fame Original alſo came the Tradition, that he on- 


k of dy lay ſleeping in his Grave at Epbeſis, which Story was 


long Time Curent. He ſcems to have always led a 
F 2 ſingle 


, 


143 The Life of St. PETER: 


ole Life, and ſothe Ancients tel us, that all the A- 
rolle; wer? married, except St. Ju, ard St Paul. He 
had no gre”t Advantꝭ ges by human Learti ꝑ, but kis vat 
af i, war abundantly ſupplied in his exczl'ent Temper of 
Mint, ard tre Furriture of Divi:e Graces which he was 
adorced witbal His Humilit was adrirable, Stediouſſy 
concealing his own Worth and Honour. He Giſcovered a 
p1igtry Affection to the Cou's of Men, ur vwearied in ſpen— 
ding himſelf for the etvice © the Cope ; travell ng from 
get! t. tr terven the V vid, „ih tut Holy Re- N 
ligtos which he Wes ſent to Propaga e. He was citream- 
% vighant ag in Herelich, Countetm ning their Arti- 
Eces, Antidotivg agei aſt the Poiſon ct their Errors, and a- 
voicingall com 1161493 ard cor verſation witlithei:- Pe ſuns, 
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{ uſually in thoſe Par's, did o ten refort thther. Ho 

| generally thought to be alot ten Years older then 

Te Þ Matter, which the warr ed Condition, acd te Ref ct 
UB ſhewed hin by the ret of the Apollies, for his Crrav:r, 

of of his Perſon, with other Cireumit- nces, ſeems to confirm. 
/2S Þ Being ( ircumciſed accordi g to the Law, his Name tien 
lx given him, was Sinz, to which” or Bleſted Lord ad- 
I 4 Þ ded that of Cefhas, ſronifying a Stone, or RK, u ich is 
:N- Þ rendr d Peter in Engliſh. He was Erother to St. An- 
»m | dreww the Apoitle, who firit brought him to the Knowledge 
of the Goſpel. Their Father was Jen h of B.thiaid i, 
m- probably a Fiſherman, who had the I{cnour, as well 2s 
ti- | Z. bedee, to have each of them two of their Sors among 
a- our Savicur's Apottles, thong but twelve in Number. 
ns. Peter was employed in Fiſhing in the Sea of Ga/zlcy, 
a being one hundred Furlongs in Ler-gth, and forty in 
iced | Breadth, the Waters chat and ſweet, and ſtored with 
ſeveral Sorts of choice Fiſh 

And here let us admire at the wonderful Methods of 
Divine Providence, that ſuch Low and mean Men, ſhould 
be armed with Divine Power, as to ruin the Kingdom of 
catan. ne vile Apoſtate Julian, cbj cted againſt the 
Prophets of the Old Teſtament, that they we:e a Com- 
pany of Rude, Illiterate Men; but we find that the 
unleanred Men and Innocent Apoſt'es, by the 2 f:/[tince 
of the Almighty,ſuddenly ard powe:rfu'ly prevail.d over 
the learned World. 

Our Saviour deſigned to eleg ſome pecu iar Perſons, 
to Prop:gate his Goſpel through all Nations, made 
choice of twelve to be his Apoſtles, and Simen Petey is 
by the Evangeliſts, put in the Front of them. It may 
be inqur ed when, and by whom the Apoſties sere 
Baptized, Niceghorus relates, that of all the Apolllcs, 
Chriit Bap tized 1 one but Peter with his own Han is, and 
Peter Baptiz:d Andreau, and the two Sons of Zebedee, 
and the relt of the Apoities. © Among the twelve, var 
Saviour c10{e three, who ſeem to be hs near intimate 
Companions, and whom he let into the moſt tecret Pal. 
ſag:s, and Tranſactions of his Life, namely Peter, Fam: 
F 3 and 
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and /, they beirg with him at the raifing of Jairu. 
Davghter, as alſo athis Transfiguration on the Mount, 
where Peter deſired our Lord, that he might build three 


Tabernacles, in Memory of that great Tranſa&ten ; | 
one Author writes, that in Purſuance of this Petiticn, 


the'e were afterward three Churches built upon the 


Top of this Mountain, and one Writer reports, That! 


in 21s Time, they ſhewed the Ruins of theſe three Ta- 


berracle:, which were built according to St. Peter's 


deſire 
After cur Lord had entred Feruſalm in Triumph, 


he retired to B:thany, and diſpatcht Peter and Jobs, to | 


make a Preparation for the Vaſſover ; accordirgly they 
tound the Perſon whom they had dz{cribed to them, ard 
followed him to his Houſe, which whether it was St. 
John the Evangeliſt, Situate near Mount Sion, or Si: 
mon the Leer, or Nicedimus, or Je pb of Arimathea, 
is unce tain. Thee two with St. James, accompari- 
ed him to the Garden in his Ageny ; ard En/cbzus, 
writes, that even in his Time, Chriuians were wont to 
come thither, ſolemnly to offer up their Prayers to 
God and Chriſt Jeſus. Our Lord being Aſcended into 
Heaven, and having fulfilled his Promiſe of ſending the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles and Diſciples continued a 
while at Jeruſalem, — toſſed about only with gen- 
tle Sto ms, but upon Occafion of the Martyrdom of St. 
Stephen, a violent Perſecution fell upon them, which 
diſperſed them into ſeveral Countries; about the End 
of the Reign of Caligula, that barbarous Reman Emper- 
er, Peter after having viſited the Churches, returned to 
Feruſalem, and Herod Agrippa, Grandſon to Herod the 
Great, having attained the Kingdem of Judea, he to in- 
gratiate himlelf wi. the People, put St. James to 
Death, and finding this grateful to the Vulgar, appre- 
hended Peter, and ſent him to Priſon, placing flrong 
Guards to ſecure him, but the Angel of the Lord deh- 
vered him in the Night, before bis Enemies deſigned to 
execute him; but before this, he is fa'd to have gone 
down to Antioch, and to have planted the Chriſtian 

Faith, 
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Faith, and founded a Church there, as Euſebius and o- 
thers record. 


After this he went to Nome, about the ſecond Year 


Jof the Emperor Claudius, and being mindful cf the 
| Churches, which he had gathered in Portius Galatia, 


Capadocia, Bythinia, and Afia the I:/s, writ his firſt 


| Epiltle to them, and then took Care to Propagate the 
? Chriſtian Faith in the ern Parts of the World after 
he had continued ſome Years at Rene, the Jeaus raiſing 
| Seditions and Tumults in the City, they were baniſht from 


thence ; among whom was St Peter, who from thence 


returned back to Jeru/alm, and was preſent at the 


great Apoſfolical Synod, where the Controverſy about 
the Meſarcal Rites, was determined, ſome report, that 
he was in Brita.n, ard Converted many to Chriſtianity. 
But toward the End of Ner9's. Reign, he returned to 
Rame, whe e he fourd the Peoples Minds hardened againſt 
embracing the Chriſtien Rel gion, by the Subtilties, 
and Magick Ar's of Shen gut, this Impoſter reſided 
in Samarta, where St Vip tie Deacon preached with 
much Succeſs, cou ſirming the fame by Miracles : how- 
ever, Simon was in- Great Reputation among the Peo- 
ple, and ſtiled himſelf, the Great Power of God, and 
affirming that he was the Supream Dei'y, worſhipped by 
all Nations, the Apoſtle ſent Peter and Joln frem Je- 
ruſalem, to Philip's Aſſiſtance, who when they came 
thither, laid their Hands upon the new Converts, where- 
upon they preſently received the Holy Ghoſt ; which 
when Simeon ſaw, he offered them Money, if they would 
confer that Power upon him. But Peter perceivirg his 
vile Intentions ſcornfully rejected his Impious Otter. 
However, by his Witchcrafts and Sorceries, he at length 
becarae accep'able to the Emperor, as well as the Veu]l- 
gar, Nero, that Monſter, had much * cneration for him, 
beit g Patron of Magicians, and all thoſe who had pre- 
tended to have Commerce, with the inferral Towers, 
2nd Peter beirg returned to Reme, reſolved to encounter 
him, and diſccver the Impoſtures and Deluſons of this 
wretched Man | 
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About that Time, an eminent ycung Gentleman, 
Kinſman" to the Fmperor, dyed at Rome, ard the Fame 
of Peter's having Power to raiſe the Dead, his Friends 
were preſu ded to fend ſor him, but others propoſed 
*:mou Magus, who readily came, being glad of the Oc- 
caſion to magnify himſelf before the People and Peter 
beirg preſent. Sinon alledged, tha” he had prove ked 
the Great Power of God, and ſhow d loſe his Life, if he 
Cid not er iſe the Dead Perſon, but if Peter prevailed, 
he himſelf would ſubmit to the ſame Fate, Peter accept- 
ed the Terms, and Si uon began his Charmes and Encheant- 
ments, whereat the Dead Gentk man ſeemed to move his 
Han i, upon which the Feople ſhouted, and cried he was 
alive, and talked to Si men, ard began to aſſault Peter; 


the ApoBle intreated their Pati nce, a d told them, It 


was no thing but Fancy and Appezrarce, and that if Si- 
men were removed from the Bed-ſide this Deluſion 


would ſoon vaniſh, which done, the Body remained 


* ictout the leaſt Sign of Motion. Peter ſtanding at a good 
Diſtance from the Ped, filen ly male his Addrets to 
Heaven, and then before them all commarded the young 
Man in the Name of the Lord Jeſus to ariſe, which he 
dic immediately, and ſpoke, walked, and eat, and was by 
Pet r reſtored to his Mother. I he People hereupon al- 
tert d their Opinions, and fell upon Simon, with inten: to 
have ſtoned him, but Peter begged his Liſe, and told 
them, it would be Puniſhment enough for him, to ſee 
that in diſpite of his Malice, the Kingdcm of Chriſt 
would Increaſe and Flouriſh. 


The Magician was inwardly tormented with this De-. 
feat, and vexed to ſee the Triumph of the Apoſt'e, ard 


mullered up all his Infernal Powers, z2cquait: ted the 
Feople, That he was offended at the Galileans, as be 
called the Chriſtians, and therefore ſet a Day when 
they ſhould ſee him fly up to Heaven; accordirgly he 
weut up to the Top of the Capital, and throwirg him 
ſelf thence, began his Flight, which the Spe ctatots be- 
held with wonder and Vereration, affirmirg that this 
muZ3 b: from the Power of Gcd, rd not of Maas; Pe- 


ter 
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ter ſtand'ng in the Crou d, prayed to God, that the Pe 
ple might be undeceived, and that the Vat iy of the Im- 
poſter might be diſcovered to the confuſion of him, and 
Shame of his Admirers, immediately the Wings which he 
had made himſelf, began to fail, ſo that he fell to tue 
Ground, miſerab y bruſed with the Fall, and being c- 
ried to a neighbouring Vi' lige, dyed {Lon after. 

The Erd of this wretched Man, comirg to the Ern 
peror's Far, haſtened St. Peter's Death. Nero no Coubt 
had been formerly d{ple:{-d with hm, on Account of 
his Chritianity, ad that he fo ſmiftly Pre:clied un 
4 emperance and Chait:ty, thereby reclaimed ſo niany 
Wome ia Rome, from a diſſolate and vicious Life, 
which was fo diſagreeable to hi War ton, and laſeivious 
Temper, to which ke was a Slave; and being by his 
means robbed of his de ir Favorite and Compa,ion, he 
reſolved upon Revenge, cauſed St Peter, (as allo 85. 
Paul, who was at that Time at Rome) to be caſt into the 
Maritime Priſon, where they employed themſelves in 
Preaching to the Priſoners, and thcſe who viſited them: 
Ard here it is ſuppoſe4, St. Peter wr t his ſecond Epiitie 
to the diſperſed Fixvs, to confirm them in ne Faith, and 
fortify them againſt thoſe pcrnicious Princip'c, and Pract- 
Hes, which even then beganto break in upon the Chriflian 
Church. 

1cr2 returning from A-/aia, and ent ing Rome with 
Triumph, refulvel St Peter ſhould fall a Sacrifice to 
his Cruelty, Whilſt the fatal Stroke was daily Expect- 
ed, thc Chriſtians at Powe, carneitly ſollici ed him to 
make his Eſcape, and reſerce himſelf ſor ferther Ser- 
vice to the Church ;-w'ich at length prevailed w ith 
hm, ard the next Night having praved with, and ta- 
ken his leave of the Bretheren, it is related, That ha 
got over the Prifon Wall, and being come to the City 
Gate, he is their ſaid, to have met with our Lord, 
who was jaſt entrirg the City: Peter, it is ſaid, aſked 
nim, Lord, wether art thcu going? From whom he 
Prcicently receivel this Zire, | am come to Reue, to 
Le Crecalied the ſcccnd - ime, by which 1eply, Petr. 
13 uppre 
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apprehended himielf to be Reproved, ard that our Lord 
meant it of his Death, that he was to be c:ucifed in his 
Servant; and ſo went back to the Priſon, and furendered 
himfelf to the Keeper, as being ready to acqui:ſcc in the 
Will of God. , 

Before his Sufferings, he was ſcourged after the Roman 
Manner, who uſe to whip Capital Offenders before they 
ſuffered Having ſaluted his Brethren, and taken hi, lait 
leave of St. Paul, his fellow Priſ:ner, he was led to the 
Top of the Fatican Mount, being ſentenced to be Cruci- 
ſied, the moſt painful and ſhametul of all Deaths: He 
then intreated the Cfficers, that he might not be Crucified 
the ordinary way, bat ſuffer with h's Head downward,and 
Feet up to Heaven, as being unworthy to dye in the ſame 
Polture,as his bleſſed Maſter; ki: Body being taken down, 
was ſaid to have been Embalmed by Marcellinus the Preſ- 
byter, after the Fewif5 Way, and then buried in the Va- 
tican, where it lay Obſcurely tiil the Reign of Conſan- 
tine the Great, who had ſo much Reverence for this A- 
poſtle, that he built a Church in the Vatican to his Me- 
mory, which is now one of the moſt famous Cathedrals in 


| the World. This Account of his Death, though rot men- 


tioned in Holy Writ, is Recorded by the Ancient Eccleſi 
ical Hiſtorians, but with what certa ny, it is, we mult 


leave the Reader to judge. 


The Life of St. James the Great, who was 
beheaded at Jeruſalem. 


His Feſtival is celebrated, Fuly 25. 


T. James Sir-named the Great, either b:cauſe of his 
Age, or for ſome peculiar Honour our Saviour con- 
ſer'd upon him, was a Galil:an barn, the Son of Zebe- 
dee, a Fiſher-man, his Mother's Name was Mary, called 
alſo Salome, he was employcd by his Father in the Trade 
of Fiſhing, in the Excrcife of which our Saviour found 
him, when he paſſed by the Sea of Ga/z/es, where he 
called 
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e lled him to be his Diſciple, which te readily obeyes, 
leaving his Father with his Servants to manage his Af- 


fairs, not Jong after his firtt Calling, from the Station of 


an ordinary Diſciple, he was appoin ed to the Apoſtolical 
Office, and honoured with ſome peculiar Ads of Favour, 
beyond moſt of the Apoſtles, beirg one of the Three, 
whom our Bleſſed Saviour made choice of, to admit to 
the more intimate 'I ranſactions of fis Life. 

Thus was Peter, and his Brother Zohn, who was pre- 
ſent at the miraculous Raiſing of Fairus's Daughter, ad- 
mitted to Chriſt': glorious IJransßguration in the Mount, 
and taken along witu him into the Garden, to be a Spect- 
ator of his bitter and terrible Agony; nor was it the 
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leaſt Inftance of the particular Honour our Saviour beſtow- 
ed upon theſe Apoſtles, that upon his Calling of.them, 
he gave them a rew Name and Title, ws 

Our Holy Redeemer in his Journey towards Feru- 
alem, in Order to his Crucifxion, that he might the 
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Þ tier prepare the Minds of his Apoſtles, fer his De- 
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partere fron them; Di'coarſed to them about his Suf— 
e ing, ard that he ſhould be pat to Death, ard after 
thice Days ſnguld rife zgein, but they whoſe Minds were 
elevated with the Expecta: ion of a Temporal Power ar d 
Nor archy, ut derſtotd rot the meaning of what he re- 
lated to them. However, James ard his Brother, ſup- 
pohirg the Kc urrection wh ch he ſpoke of, would be the 
Time when his Dignity and Greatteſs wo ld Commence, 
perivaied their Mother to put up a Pctiticn for them to 
our Lord, who accordingly addreſt him humbly deſireing. 
That when he took Poſleflion f his Kingdom, her Sons 
might have the two principal Places of Honour and 
Digraty, by ſetting one on the right Hard and the other 
on the left. Orr Bleſſed Saviour directing his Diſcourſe 
to the two Apcftles, told them, They quite miſtook the 
Nature of his Kingdom, which did not conſiſt in Exter- 
nal Pomp and Splendor. but in inward Life and Power, 
that they would do w:1] t » confider whether they were 
able to undergo what he was to ſuffer. They probably 
not under ſtanding the Force of his Reaſoning, anſwered, 
they were able todo it, Juſus taking no Advantage of 


WF their raſh and inconſiderate Reply, antwered, That as for 


ſuflerirg they would indeed Partake of it, as well as 
he, but for any peculiar Honour cr Dignity, he could 


not diſpoſe of any of that Kind, any atherwiſe tha n ac 


carding to thoſe Rules ard Inftrutions which he re 
ceiv'd from his Father, the reſi of the Apoſtles were of 
ſerded at this Ambi ious Requeſt, but our dear Redeem- 
er to qualify their Paſſians, d ſcourſcd to them atlarge 
of the Nature of the Evangelick S.ate, and the Differ- 
ence between that and the Kingdoms of the World; 
wi; h which excellent Reaſoning, their Eearts on all Sides 
were allayed and paciſcd 

- What became of dt. 7 a5 after curSav iours Aſcer ficn, 
we have no Account ot, cither from Sacred or Eccleſia- 
fick Hiſtory, ſome aſa n. that after the Martyrdom of 
St. Stephen, when tle Ciribiaus were diſperit, he came 


to the Weſtern Parts of the World, even in Britain, and 
| Ireland, 
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Inland and baving planted Chriſtianity among them, 
returned to 7eruſalem. but this ſeems improvabie upon 
ſeveral Accounts, and th-rcfo-e de fecit to confine his 
Miniſtry to Jud-a, and the ats aj cent, ard to icek 
for him at J. rau/alem, where we ir {ure to find him. 

At this Lime II rift g, the Son of T 7/79 culus, 
b.i'g in great Favour witn Caius the Reman Emper- 
or, he confirmed io him the Kirgdom of Y, and all 
the Provinces that his Grardfuker, Arid the Great en— 
joyed, who being ſenſible that the met! probable Way 
to gain the Affection of the Jervs, was to perſecute the 
Chriſtians, he reſolves accordingly to (all upon them; 
and findirg St. Jam 's Vigorous in contending for the 
Truth, commands him to be apprehended, and ſentenc- 
ed to dye, the Soldier who obſerved his great Conſtancy 
and Ceurage at his Tryal, fell at his Feet, begging 
Pardon for wh.t he had done againſt him; the Holy 
Man -raifed him up and kiſſed him, who thereupon pub- 
lickly profeſie4 himielf to he a Chriftian, and ſo they 
were both b:he:ded at the ſ me Time. ; 

Hi; Death was not long unrevenged, cf which the 
Ancients gave the following Account, that H rod goirg 
to Samaria, he proclaimed folemn Sghs and telitiyal 
Entertainments to be held in Honour of Cz/ar ; early 
in the Mo ning, he came in great Sca'e to the Theatre 
erected for him to make an Oration to the People; 
gorgeouſfly arrayed in a Robe curiouſly wrought with 
Silver, Gold, and Jewels, ſo that the I uſtre thereof, 
made the Multiuude cry out, that he was fome Deit-', 
and bes ond the common Standard of Humanity ; this 
impious Applauſe he received with much Pleaſore, 
but the Comick Pan was ſoon turned into a Tragedy; 
for looking up, he elp;ed an Owl fitting over his Head, 
vchich he inſtantly 2pprehended as a fatal Meſſerger of 
incvitable Ruin, by the juſt Judgment of God; and 
thercupon an incurable Melancholy ſeized upon his. 
Mind, as well as exquiſite Torments on his Body. Up- 
on which turning to thoſe abut him, you may here ſee 
vrourfelyes evidently convinced of, Flattery and Falſhood; 

Your. 
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you ſee me, whom you called a God, am by the Laws cf 
Fate, condemned to dye, and he whom you counted Im- 
mortal, ready to give up the Ghoſt, Hs Pairs contin- 
ually increaſed upon him, and tho? his Favourites pray- 
ed earneſtly to the Gods, for his Health, yet his a- 


cute Tortures at length put a Period to his miſerable 
Life. R 


The Life of St. James the L:/5, who avas knackt on the 
Head, with a Fullers Club. 


His Feflival is celebrated with St. Philip's, May 1. 


T His Apoſtle is probably Conjectured to be the 
Son of Foſeph, afterward the Huſband of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, by his firſt Wife, and ſo reputed our 
Lord's Brother, and the Sor of Fo/eph, and tho he is 
likewiſe called the Son of 4/phens ; this may probably 
relate to his being a Ditiple of ſome particular _ 
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of the Jeaus, called A/pheang, We have little Account 
of his Birth, and former Life, bus find that after the 
Reſurrection, he was hon-ured with the particular Ap- 
earance of our Lord to him, which tho' not mention- 
d by the Evangeliſts, is Recorded by St. Paul, one of 


he Antients relates, he had fol-mnly ſworn, That 
rom the Time he drank the Cup, at the Inſtitution of 
he laſt Supper, he would eat Bread no more, till our 
Lord returned from the Grave, who thereupon appear- 
d to him, commanding Bread to be ſet before him, 
which he took, bleſſed, and brake, and gave to St. 
Jamce, ſaying, Eat thy Bread my Brother, for the Son 
of Man is truly riſen from them that Sleep. 

His Refidence was for the moſt part at Feru/alem, to 
im we find St. Paul makes his Add eſs after his Con- 


Frerlion, to him Sz. Paul ſent the News cf his miracu- 


lous De iverance out of Priſon; but he was principally 
Alive in the 53n-d at Feru/alem, in the great Contro- 
verſy about the DMoſaick Rites. He diſcharged his Of- 
ce Ike a diligent and faithful Guide to Souls, firength- 
ning the Weak, informing the Ignorant, reducing the 
Erroneous, rep oving the Obſtinate, and by the Fer- 
ency of his Preaching, ſubdued the Stubborneſs of 
hat Refractory, and perverſe Generation; and many 
principal Perſors being brought over to a Complyance 
ith the Chriſtian Faith, it awakened the Envy and 

alice of his Enemies to conſpire his Ruin, vexed they 
vere that St, Paul, by Appealing to Cz/ar, had.eſcaped 

eir Hands, and therefore turn their Revenge upon St. 
Fames, which not being able to effect under Feftuss Go- 
ernment, they vigorouſly attempted under the Procu- 
aorſhip of Albinus his Saccefſor, before the new Go- 
ernment-could arrive, to which End a Council is ſum- 
noned with all Expedition, and the Apoſtles and others, 
raigned and condemned as V iolators of the Law, and 
or the more plauſible managing their Deſigns, they ſet 
ie Scribes and Phariſees to ininare St. James, Infinu- 
ing that they had a very great Opinion of his Sancti- 
v, and that the whole Jews Nation gave = — 
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Teſtimony of being a juſt Man; they therefore deſired 


that he would reduce the enple from their falle Opioi- 
on. that Juſys was the M. Jas, and would to that Erd, 
take the Oppor;uzity of the univerſal Confluence of Pec- 
ple to the ſchal Sulemnity, and go with them to the 
'Top of the Il'emp'e, u here he might be ſeen and heard 
of all, being ac q. y plicn to advantage upon a li- 


O 


nacle or Wing of 7 er * thus ac reit bim 


* Tell us, O Fil. Ci „ Yom we know and 
6 beliere ker be t rich teens Nia. Wr is the Reaſon 
© that the l' % +. 1 gcnerellr lad aw, tô adore Je 
© fas who wes Cimmied at Gorialm nnd What we the 
y Doctrire D ee. which ne 12 1e d ne 


Wald a d where is his Refidence, ſince his pretenoed 
Reſurrection from the Dead „to which the Apoille an- 
© ſwe ed with an ard ble \ dice, * Why do you inquire 
* of jeivs che gon of Man? He ſets in Heaven on tbe 
right Hand of the Majedy on High. and will come a- 
gin ia the Clouds of Heaven. The People below hear- 
ing this, Glorited the Bleſied Jeſus. The Scribes and 
Pharijces perceiving themſelves diſappointed, and that 
inſtead of reclaming, tkey confirmed the Mu'titudey, in 
their ſyppoſed Nrror, thought the cnly Remcdy was to 
diſpatch him out of the Way, that ſrom his {:6 Hate, o- 
thers might be warned not to perſiſt in the Be'ief of Je- 
ſu, whereuz on they ſa::denly cry out, that James him- 
ſelf was ſeduced, and become an Impcſtor, and threw 
him down from the Place whereon he ſtacd, * hereby he 
was forely buriſed, but nat killed, ſo that he recovered 
10.much !!rength, as to get upon his Kyccs, and pray to 
Hcaven for them, vexed that they had nut diſpatched 
him, they fe! freſh upon the Remainder of hi; Life; 
and wile he was yet praying, one fleppirg in, and in- 
g tem to ſpare him, a juſt and religious Man, who 
wen crying to Heaven, to forgive them; began to af 
1:8! hin: with a Shower of Stons, till one more mer- 
-1vNly cruel then the relt, bent oit his Brains with a 
- ller's Club. 

Thus 
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Thus dyed this good Man in the ninetieth Year of his 
Age, and about twenty four Years after Chrill's Aſcer- 
ficn, to the gear Grief and Regret of all poor Men, 
Fexps as well as others, and was buried at Mount Oliv t, 
in a Tomb which he had built for himſelf, ard had 
therein buried Zackarinrs, and o'd Simon, He was of 
exemplary and cx raordinary Piety, educated under 
the ſtꝛicteſt Rules and Ioſt itution of Religion, being as 
is ſuppoſed of the Antient Order of the Recbabites, 
whoſe Baſineſs and Delight ſcemed to be to converſe 
only with Heaven, and was won? to retire alone to the 
Temple ta pray, which he always performed kneeiing, 
till by his inceTint Devotions, it is related, That his 
Knecs became as hard and brawny as a Camel's. He 
writ only one Epi le, rrobably not lorg before his 
Martyr:om ; he directed it to the Jew! Converts, 
diſperſed up and down thoſe Fa/tern Count ee, to com- 
fort them u der Suffering, and to confirm them a- 
gainſt Error. 


— 


The Life of St. Fhi'ip the Apetle, who was hanged up 
aguinſt a Pillar at Hierapolis, a Ciiy of Phrygia. 


His Feſtival with that of St. James the Leſe, is cele- 
brated, May 1. 


T. Phi'iþ was born at B-th/aida, near the Sea of 
Tybcrias. We read nothing of his Parents, nor 
way cf Life in tte Holy Goſpels, tho' probably he was 
a Fiſher man, the commen Ir de cf that Place: He 
had the Hen ur to be the Firit called to be Chriſt's 
Liſcip'e ; for our Lord af.cr his Return from the Wil- 
derreſs, having met wi h HAHudrtar, ard his Brother 
Peter. after ſume ſhort PDiſcourſe parted from them, 
and the rext Bay paſſing through Ga/i/ze, he found 
Philip, whem he ccmmarced preſently to follow him, 
which he did accordingiy ; no {oner had Relig'on tak- 
en pc ſſefi on of his Mind, but away he gces ard finds 
Nathaniel 


| 
| 
| 
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Nathaniel, acquaints bim with the Tydings of the new 
tound Me:ffas, and conducts him to him. After his 
Call to the Apoſtleſhip, there is not much Recorded of 
him in the Scriptures, it was to him the Lord propound- 
ed what they could get in the Wilderneſs, that would 
feed fo vaſt a Multitude, to whom he anſwered, Th-t 
it would be very Difficalt to find enough in that Place; 
it was to him that the Genti/e Proſelytes, who came up 
to the Paſſover addreſſed themſelves, when they defir- 
ed to ſce our Saviour. It was to him that our Bleſſed 
Redeemer diſcourſed concerning himſelf, a little before 


the Jaſt Paſchal Supper. The Lerd Jeſus had been for- 


tifying the Minds of his Diſciples, with proper Conſi- 


derations againſt his Departure from them; be told 
them, That no Man could come to the Father, but by 
him. Philip not readily uncerſtanding the Tone cf our 


Saviour's Reaſonings. begged of him that he might fe En 


the Father. Our Lord gent'y reproved his Ign2rance, 


that after ſo long Attendance upon his Inftrudtiors he 


mould not know that he was the Image of his F 129 1. 
che 
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the expreſs Character of his Infinite Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs, appearing in him; that he ſaid, and 
f Þ did nothing but by his Father's Appointment, which if 
they did not believe, his Miracles were ſufficiert Evi- 
d & dence ; that therefere ſuch Demands were unneceſſary 
t and impertirent, and that it argued great Weakneſs, at- 
3 ter above thre Years Converſe with him, and under 
p his Diſciplice and Inſtruttion, that they ſhould have fo 
r- | little Underſtanding in theſe Matters. 

d In the Diſtribution cf the ſeverel Regions of the 
re | World, made by the Apoſtles, ſome think that Upper 
r- Aa, was the Province which was aſſigned to Philip ; 
i- | where he applyed himſelt with indefatigable Diligence 


and Induſtry, to recover Men out of the Snare of Sa- 
tan, to the embracing ard acknowledging of the Truth, 
and by the Conftancy of his Freachirg, ard the Efficacy 
of his Miracles, gained numerous Converts, whom he 
Faptized into the Chriſtian Faith, at once curing both 
Souls and Bodies, their Souls ot Error and Idciatry, 
ard their Bodies of Inf. mities, and Diflempers ; heal- 
ing Diſeaſes, diſpc ſſeſſing Demons, ſettling Churches, 
and zppointing them Fanors and Teachers. | 
Having tor many Years ſucceſsfully managed his A- 
poſtolical Cffice in theſe Part, he came toward the 
Latter end of his L fe to Hirapolis, in Phrygia, a Rich 
and Populous, but moſt Idolatrous Place; zmongſt the 
many vain, ard trfling Deities, to whom they p-yed 
Religious Worſhip, was a Serpent or Dragon, which 
they Worſhipped with great and folemn \ eneration ; 
the Apoltle was prieved to {ee them ſo groſly inſlaved 
in Error; and therefore continually ſolicited Heaven, 
till by Prayer he had procured the Death and Deſtructi- 
told on of this monitrous Deity, ard then endeavoured to 
by Convince them of the Folly, ad Madneſs of paying 
our PEivine Adoration to fuch filthy and odious Creatures, 
{ e End to declare to them the Fxcellency of the Chriſtian 
nc2, Religion; wherein he was ſo Succeſsful, that the Peo- 
he ple generally abhored their former ſottiſh Idolatry, 
ner; nd cordially embraced the Chriſtian Inſtitution; 
the where 
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whereupon the Enemy of , ankind i up the Magis 
trates of the City. to prriu the cid ++cthuds o Per e-! 
cution ard Cruelty, who ſeizes upon the Ul fie! Apoſtle, B 
and havirg put him in priicn, cauſed him to be ſeverely 
Scourged, ater which Barbiri v, he was ed to Exccuti— 
on. ard being bound, ua hanged up by the Neck agair ſt 
a Pillar, tho" others write, he was Crucifed T he Arottle 
beit g cead, his Poly wis taken down by St Barthel 
Mm, his fellow Sufferer, and his own Sitter, who is {11d 
ta have been the Conſt:znt Companion of his Travels, and 
d-cently buried, after which havirg confirmed the Peo- 
ple in the Faith of Chr | they departed from thence. 

It is generally affirmed that St P/;/ip was Married, 
ar d that he had Daugliters whom he diſpoſed of in Mar- 
riage; but though this be granted, yet they not care- 
fully dittinguiſhirg be wen Filip the Deacon, and 
Philip the Apo le, have made ſome corclude them to 
be one nd the fame Terſon, but with how little Reaſon 
will appear, if we cor ſider that Pg, who could not 
be one of the Apoſtolical College, the Apoſiles declar- 
ing upon that Occzfi:n, they had Affaits cf a higher Na- 
_— nn _ cc 0 RT 
that aroſe upon St. Stephen's Death, the Church was diſ- 
perſed, and they were all ſcatte ed abroad throughout 
the Regions of Jadea and Samaria, and Philip, the Dea- 
con, amorg the reſt, who went down to the City of Sa 
maria, except the Apoſtles who tarried behird at 7-- 
ruſalem, and when Philip had Converted, ard Bop: iz- 
ed a conſiderab'e Number in that Place, he was forced 
to ſend for two of the Apotles from Feruſalum, that ſo 
by their Hands, they might receive the Holy Gho# ; 
which had been wholly Needleſs if he bad himſe'f beenf} *" 
one of the twelve Apoſtles St. Philip let ro \ cr'd 

" Writings behind him, the greater p rt of the Apoitles 
having little Leaſure to write, being employed in the 

[| Miniſtry, as more immediately uſetal and ſubſervient 
| to the Happineſs of Mankind. This is the Accoum *" 


which the Eccleſiaſtical Writers give of this, as well as 
they do of other Apottles, tho gli not Recorded in Holy L 
Wilt. | The 


* 
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75. | ."rtholomew the Apoſtle, ⁊c ho auvas Flead 
mmi of a Barbarous King, 


. of culebrated, Auguſt 24. 


2 


Here is no Qucſtion he, St. Hartbohmcau was an 
Apollo, thous the Holy Scripture takes notice 
only of bis Name, which « ccattoned feveral Antients and 
Modern Authog, to fappoic that he lies concealed un- 
der ſeme her Name; ard th:t he can be no other 
thin athens oe of the firit Diſciples that came to 
Chit, :cordirgly w2 may obſerve, tht as ſome of 
tar Evangeluls never mention Bartbolinscau in the Num- 
ber of the Apaities, fo others take no notice of Natha- 
tel; bat that which renders the Thing molt ſpecious 
and Prob-ble is, That we fad Nathaniel particularly 
0481 vp with the other Apoſtles, to whom our 
Lord appeae a: the Sea of Tiberias. 
D fiizuity being ele red, we proceed to a more 
particular 


92 
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articular Account of him; who is thought by ſome to 
have becn a Syrian of a Roya! x traction, and to have 
de rived his Pedigree from the Ptolem;'s, Kings of Egypt. 
But it i maniteit, that he (as well as the reſt of the A- 
poſtles) was a Halilean, and of Nathanicl, we know it 
particularly ſaid, that be was of Cara, in Galilze, the 
Scripture takes no Notice of his Trade, or way of Life, 
though ſome Circumitances ſeem to int mate that he 
was a Fiſher-man. At his firſt coming to Chriſt, he 
was conducted by Philip, who told him, They had 
found the long looked tor Meas ; and when he had 
Objected that the Meſtas could not be born at Naza- 
reth; Philip bids him come and fatixfy himſelf; at 
his firſt Appearance, our Bleſſed Saviour entertains him 
with the Character of a Man, of true Simplicity and Ing 
tegrity 3 ſurprized he was at our Lord's Salutation, 
wondring how he could know him ſo well at firſt Sight, 
whoſe Face he had never ſeen before, but he was an 
ſwered, that he had ſeen him under the Fig tree, be- 
fore IVilip called him. Being convinced by this In- 
ſtance ot our Lord's Divinity, he preſently made his 
Confeſſion, that he was ſure that Jeſus was the promiſ- 
ed M. ias, the Son of God, whom he had appointed to 
be the King and Governor of his Church ; our Saviour 
told him, That if upon theſe Inducements, he could 
believe him to be the Aſeſias, he ſhould have far great- 
er Arguments to confirm his Faith; that &er long he 
ſhould fee the Heavens opened to receive him thither, 
and the Angels viſibly appearing to Wait and Attend 
upon him. | 

Concerning our Apoſtle's Travels up and down the 
World, to propagate the Chriftian Faith ; the Ancients 
give an Account, that he went as far as that part of Hu- 
dia, which Borders upon E:#t2pia, and that he there 
left a Copy of St. Matthew's Goſpel; and they relate 
farther, That Paulinus, a Man famous for his Skill in 
Philoſophy, and particularly in the Inſtitutions of the 
icks; having embraced Chriſtianity, he in a devout 
and zealous Imitation of the Apoſtles, was * 
W 
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with Zeal to pro e the Faith of Chritt in thoſe Eaæ- 


ſtern Countries, and came as far as India, meeting here 


with ſome, that yet retaired the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
and found St. Mattheab's Goſpel written in Hebrcau, left 
there as the Tradition was, by St. Bar tbelumeau, one of 
the twelve Apoſtles, when he preached the true Faith 
to thoſe Nations. 

After the Labours of St. Barthilomoew in theſe Parts 
of the World, he returned to the more W:/tern and 
Northern Countries of Aa, at Hyropolis in Phrygia ; 
we find him, in Company with Philip, inſtructing the 
Inhabitant in the Principles of Chrittianity, and con- 
vincing them of the Folly of their Heatheniſh Warſhip ; 
which fo inraged the Icolaters, that he was deſigned for 
Martyrdom at the ſame Time with Philip, but upon a 
ſa.den Conviction, that the Divine Juſtice would Re- 
verge their Deaths, he was taken down and diſmiſt. 

A nce it is probable, that after this, St. Bartboli- 
n, went to Lyconia. Hi. laſt remove was to Albano- 
fe in Amenia the Great, a Place niifrrably overgrown 
ith Idolatry, ſrom” which be haught to reclaim the de- 
IJuded i eople. This ſo inraged the Governor of the 

'cur.try, that he {e:.texced him to be Crucified, which, 
ome {-y, he chearfully ſuffered, comforting and con- 

ming the Convert Gentiles to the laſt Minute of his 
Liſe; ſome ſay he was Crucified with his Head down- 
vards, others Affirm, That he was Flead alive beſore 

1s Crucifixion, a Barbarity uſed both by the Perſans 
nd Egyptians, and from whom they might borrow 

iis horrible and inhuman Cruelty, 1 


138 The Life of St. Axnvazw: . 


The Life if St. Andrew the Ajcil:, auh was bound ta a 
Croſs, f em whence he preached to the Peaple. 


His Feſtival k, November 30. 


T. Andrea was Born at Beth/aida, a City of Gali- 

) /ze, Son of Jom or Fonas, a Fiſherman of that 
'Town, ard Brother to Simon Peter; he was brought 
np to his Father's Trade, and was employed therein, 
till our bleflea Saviour called him to another k ind o 
Fiſhirg. 

John the Baptift having lately riſen up in the Jensi 
Church, great Multitudes followed him to hear h.s Doc- + 
trine and Exhortations, he had a!ſo a Number of ſelect 
Diſciples, who more pa'ticularly a co mpanicd him, in 

the Number of which was our Apoſt'e St. Andregu, who 
was with him about Jordan. Our Lo.d coming that 
Way, upon his Approach, the Baptiſt told them, that 


this 
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this was the Meſſias, whereupon Andrew and another 
Diſciple follow'd our Saviour to the Place of his aboad, 
after ſome Diſcourſe with him, Andrew goes and ac- 
quaints his Brother Simon, and both together came to 
Chriſt, yet ſta d not long with him, but returning home, 
and exerciſed their Calling for more than a Year, till 
our Holy Rede mer paſiing through Ga, fully ſatisf- 
ed them of his Divi-ity, and commanded them to fol- 
low hm, which they did immediately, ſhortly aſter, 
Ardrew, (ogetber with the reſt) was choſen to be one 
ot thoie that were to be Chriſt's immediate Vicegerents 
for Plarting and Pepagating the Chriſtian Faith. Lit- 
tle elſe is Recorded of him in the Sacred Story, his 
Actions being compr:chended in the General Account of 
the reit cf the Apoſtles Our Lo d beirg Atcended in- 
to Heaven, an: the Apoſtles difjerſed through all Na- 
tions, to publiſh the Everlaſting Gaſpel, ſome of the 
Arci2-t> relite, that 4rd-cww travelled into Scysbia, 
where he continued for ſome confiderabie Time, going 
from one. Pl ce to ancther, prezchirg the Goſpel, and 
ſettling the Churches, meeting in meny Places with 
great Froubtes and Oppoſi ion, hence in proceſs of 
Time, he came to Byzantium, (now Called Conffant i no- 


le) where he in'tr:0-1 the Inhubitarts in the Know- 


lege of the Chrittian Religion, and founded a Church. 

After this hz traveil:d through Thrace, Macedonia, 
and A-haia, where for many Years he cultivated the 
True Faith, and at length came to Patrea, a. City of 
Achaia, where he gave his laſt and great Teſtimony of 


the Verity of it, by laying down his Lite in its Defence, 


of the Manner of whoſe Martyrdom ſame Authors give 
the f owing Account : 

Aa Proconſul of -a, coming to Patrea, and ob- 
ſerving that great Numbers of the Pecple had embraced 
the Chriſtian iZoctrire, he endeavoured to reclaim them 
whereupon the Apoſtle went to him, and expoitulated 
wich him about the Matter, but the Proconful derided 
him as tie Propagator of a Religion, the Author and 


Pub iſher whe:ecot the Jesus had infamouſly put to 
Death upon the Croſs, G The 
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The Apottle from herce took Occaſion to demon- 
irate the Excel ef cy and wonder inty of that Re'igion, 
but the Cover or weuid har rn thing againſt h;. cwn 
Superttitiou? ard 3 orihp; ad threatned 
him, 'I'hat if he did not offer Sacrifice to his Pagan 
Idols, he ſtould ſuffer Venth upon the Croſs, in Contor- 
mity to the firſt Bro: chers of thut rew Faith wh ch he 
protefſed, after which he ws comman'ed b ok t. Pri- 
on. The next Day he w:s brought before the ren 
ful; whe perſuaded hin not t. Jote his Lite, = One 
Pleaſures of this World, for an uncertain Pew a; na 
nother. Ihe podle cn te contrary ii liſted vpon t..4 
Folly and Vavity of the worldly Enzo ;yment*, a d the 
certainty of a Day of ſuCgme it, When every . ien muſt 
give an Account of all that he hath done in tue oy, 
whether it be Gedi, cr whc.ther ſt be evil, that it ne did 
not believe ir Jeſus C hritt, the Saviour of he Werld, 
he muſt certainly er dure ternal Tormen's in Hell. 

This fo in aged the Procon/al ; that he told him he 
mult either inſtantly Rencunce his fond Opi ions, or 
elſe he ſhould ſuffer the greateſt To ments that cou'd 
be inflicted on him. The Apoſtle rep'y*'d, That he 
feared not his Tortures, and did not doubt, but CErift 
would ſtrengthen bim to endure all manner cf Parbarit; 
rather then deny his former Proic ſſion of the Tue Falch. 
The Proconſul then commanded him to be gen by 
ſeven Officers, called, Lictors, who den ech * hipt 
his naked Body; but ſceing his great Patiorc ©, a On- 
dauntedneis under this cruel Uſage; be mm nded 
him to be Cruciſied, but not to be fai: red- 5 tn Nails, 
but ty'd with Cords, that he might be the longer in 
Aying. 

Being come within Sight of the 3 he 3 
xejoyced, ſaying, That he lorg dcHrid a d -xpette 
the happy Hour, wherein he might bear eſtii ny to 
his Glorious and renowred Maiter, after having pray cd 
and exhorted the Pecple to continue Contant i- the 
Faith, which he in his Life time delivered to them, he 

was faſthed to the Croſs, ven, it is ſaid, he hung 


two 
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two Days, teaching and inſtructing the Multitude all 
the while, and exhorting thim to ſuffer chearfully, 
whatſoever Cruelties their Enemies ſhou'd inflict upon 
them, if ever they ſhould be called to bear Witneis to 
the Truth, in the mean Time great Importunity was uſ- 
ed to the Proconſul to take him down from the Croſs; 
but the Bleſſed Apoltle earneſtly begged of our Lord, 
That he might at this Time Seal the Truth with his 
Blood, and God heard his Praper, and he immediately 
expired, Now. 30. though in what Year it is as uncer- 
tata as that this Account given by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 
ans, is to be depended on. 
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Feri, as we have obſcrved. viel commonly 


when Tran clling in o cther Co.nt ies, or fami- 
hariy Corverſicg with the Greets ard Romans, to 
2ſitme ta themiclvcs a Greet or Latin Name of Affi- 
n'ty, and ſometimes of the very lame Signfication, 
with that cf their own Country This St Tamas, ac- 
cording to the Syriac import of his Name, was cal'ed - 
Did;mus, which tas the fame Jgnification, The Hi- 
ſtory of the Goſpel takes no particular Notice, either of 
his Country or Kirdied, his Employment was a tiſher- 
mar, he wis afterward, together with the reſt, called 
to tne Apoſt'eſbip; where not long after he gave an 
eminent Inſtance of his learty Willizgncſs, ta undergo 
the 


f 
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the ſaddeſt Fate that might attend them, for when the 
reſt of the Apoſtles diſſuaded our S:iviour from ging to 
Juda, leit the Fes ſhould ſtone him, as they a litile 
before had attempted, St. V omas, deſires them rot to 
binder Chrid's Journey thicher, though it might coft 
them their Lives, p:ob:bly coffluding, that inſtead of 
railing Lazarus from the Dead, they themſelves ſhculd 
be ſent with kim, to their own Graves, ſo that ke 
made up in pious Aff ctions, what lle ſeemed ty want 
in the Quickneſs of hi, underſtanding, not readily ender- 
ſtarding ſome of our Lord's Diſcourſes, not over for- 
ward to believe, till he hal occular Demenf{ation of 
his Reſurrection. When our Saviour, a little before his 
total Suff-rings, told lis Duc ples, Thit he was going 
to prepare a Place for them, which they might follow, 
as knowing where i: wa, cur Apoſtle rou diy replyed, 
that he kiew it not, Io which Chit give: this ſatus- 
faltory Anſwer, That he wis the Living Way. | 
Our Lord being cead his Di.ciples were exczeding- 
ly Diſtracted, between Hope and Diſpair about his Re- 
ſurrection, which engaged him the ſooner to make his 
Appearance, wherefore the very Day whereon he aroſe, 
he came in:o the Houſe where they were met together, 
though the Doors weie fait ſhut fir fear of the Jcaus. 
At this Meetirg, St. Themas was abſent, having proba- 
bly never come into their Company ſince their Diſperſion 
in the Garden, where every one's Fears prompted them 
to conſult their own Safety. At his Return, the Diſci- 
p'es tod them, That the Lord h:d appeared to them, 
but be obltinately refuſed to bel eve that it was be, ex- 
cept te might ſee the very Print of his Nails, and feel 
the Wounds in his Side ard Hands; his compaſſora e 
Maſter would i take advantage of the Man's refractory 
Uubelief, but upon that Day ſeven Night, as they were 
ſolemnly met at their Holy-worſhip, he appeared to 
them again, and calling Thomas, bid him look upon his 
Hards, and put his Finger in the Print of his Nails, and 
thruſt his Hend into the Hole of his Side, and thereby 
ſtrergthen his Faith. The Apeſlle was quickly cor- 
G 3 vinced 
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vinced of his Error, confeſſing, That he acknowledged 
him to be his Lord and Maſter. 

Our bleſſed Redeemer being Aſcended into Heaven, 
and having eminen:ly given Gifts, and Miraculous 
Powers to the Apoltles, St. Thomas moved thereby to 
Divine Inſpiration is ſaid to have ſent Thaddeus, one 
of the ſeventy Diſciples to Agbarus, King of Ed-ſa, 
whom he cured of an inveterate Diſtemper, who con- 
verted him and his Subjects to the Chrittian Faith. It 
is recorded, I hat the Province allotted to St. Thomas, 
was Parthia, from whence he proceeded to preach the 
Goſpel in Media, Perfia, Caramania, Hyrcania, Bac- 
tria, and the neighbouring Nations. One of the Anci- 
" ents ſays, That in Perſia he met with the three Wilſe- 
men who came that lorg Journey out of the Eaſt, to 
b-ing Preſents to our New-born Saviour, whom he 
Baptized and took along with him as his Companions 
and Aſſiſtants in propagating the Goſpel. Hence he 
* travelled into Ethiopia, and afterward came to Haia, 
where we are told he was afraid to have ventured him- 
ſelf, till he was encouraged by a Viſion, that aſſured 


him of the Divine Preſence and Protection. He tra- 


velled very far in the Eaſtern Countries, till he arrived 
at the Nation of the Brachmans ; preaching in all Pla- 
ces where he arrived, and by gentle Methods, and the 
Efficacy” of the Chriſtian Doctrine, he reclaimed the 
People from their blind Superſtition and [dolatry, 

The Portugals, who inhabit thoſe Parts, relate, 
That St. Tomas came firſt to Socatora, an Ifland in 
the Arabian Sea, where having converted many, he 
travelled farther into the Eaſt, and having ſucceſſively 
planted the true Faith, returned back to. Cormondel, 
where he began to erect a Place for Divine Worſhip, 
till prohibited by the Prince and Prieſt of the Kingdom, 
but the Apoſtle having wrought ſeveral Miracles, the 
Work went on, and the Sultan, or King himſelf em- 
braced Chriſtianity, The Brachmans plainly perceiv- 
ing that this Progreſs of the Goſpel, would endanger 
heir Intereſt, and in Time extirpate their falſe Religi- 

on, 
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on, thought it high Time to prevent it's ſpreading, ard 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary, that the 4poltle ſhould 
be taken out of the way ; there was a Tomb not far 
off the City, where St. Thomas uſe to retire to his ſoli- 
tudes and private Devotions ; thither the Zrachmans 
and their Followers purſued him, and whi'e he was fer- 
vent in Prayer, firſt aſſaulted him with Carts and Stone, 
till one of them coming nearer, ran him through with 
a Lance, His Body was taken up by his Diſciples, and 
buried in the Church which he had lately Ercted. 

While one of the Vice-roys of Po tuga/, reſided ia 
thoſe Parts, there were brought him certain Braſs Ta- 
bes, whoſe Incription none could Read, till at length 
by the Help of a F-w, they were found to contain only 
a Donation made by St. Tonne, of a Pence of Ground, 
for building a Church. They tell a'io of a fas 
Croſs fourd in St Thoma:'s Chapel, whereon wi: - 
graven an unintelligible Charatier, which learned H- 
mon tendred to this Effect; That Thomas, a Divine 
Perſon, was ſent to thoſe Countries by the Son of God, 
in the Days of King Sagamo, to Inſtruct the Inhabitants 
in the Knowledge of the true God; that he built a 
Church, and performed admirable Miracles, but at laſt, 
while he was upon his Knees offering his Addreſfes to 
Heaven, he was thruſt through with a Sword, and that 
this Croſs was ftained with his Blood, and left as a Me- 
morial of theſe Tranſactions. 
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With Jrroars. 


His Feaſt 1s celebrated with St. 8 imon, October 28. 


- 


JW \ = GS, 
"44 þ 
\% i 
i % \ \ \ 
JOS 


His Apoſtle is mentioned by ſeveral Names in the 
. Hittory ot the Goſpel, namely, Jude, Thaddeus 
and Lel b us, it being ufual in Holy Wiit, for the ſame 
Perſon to have more proper Names than one, the firſt 
was common an ong the Jenes, as being the Name of 
ore of the twelve P.tria'chs of their Nation, which it 
is thought he changed as founding ſo like that of Judas 
Iſcariat, that Arch- Traytor, which was very Odious and 
Pereitzb'e among the Chtriſtians; ard called bimſelt 
Thadd-us, a Word of the very ſame ſignification, and 
is {.metimes ſtiled Judas, the Brother of James, toc 
his Name Lebb:us, is derived ffom the Hebrew Word, 
which ſignißes a Lyon, all-ving to Faceb's Proptecy, 
that Judas ſhould be a Lyon, Sc. 

As 
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As to his Farentage, he was one of our Lord's Kin- 
dred, the Son of Jo, ph and the Br:ther of James the 
Leis, we do not fird when he was col ed to the Ajcitie- 
ſhip, only that he was enumer.ted amorg thorn, nor 
is any thing particularly Recorced of him afterwards, 
more than ore Qrelion that he propcurded to Hor Sa- 
viour, who having told them what great hin gs ke and 
his Father wou'd do, and what rarticu'ir M.nteflutt- 
ons he would rake of Hiinſef to his Uiſciples and Sol- 
lowers af.er his Reſurrec i n, 8: Jude v hoſe Thoughts, 
as weil as of the rei, were taken up wit. the Expecta- 
tion cf a Temporal Kingdom of the M. ras, who k.ow- 
ing that could not conſiſt with the publick Solemn'ty of 
the Glorious State they locked for, aſked him. What 
was the Reaſon that he would man teit himſelf to them, 
and net to the Wald? Or Lord replied, that the 
World was rot capable cf tiofe Divine Man f: ftttie ns, 
as being Strangers and Erem'es to what Fold fic tm 
for Heaven, That they were only go d Men Pericrs 
* of a Divine {emper of Mird, ard re! 3' its Obervers 
© of his Law and Will, whom God would honour with 
the e Familiar Converſes. 

Euſebius relates expreily, that bon after cr Lords 
Aſcenſion, St. Thomas diſp etched Thadd' is the probe, 
to Agbarus, King of Eda, where he heiled Difca'es, 
wrou ht Mir:cles, expounded th: Oectige of {trifle 
anity, and converted the Kirg and tre teopis fo the 
Trug Faith, and when Agtaras cſtacd hm oh Gifts 
and Preſents for his great Labour ci Love 12 the i ©141 3 
he in a n-ble Scorn replyed, that he had itte Reon 
to receive from ctiiers, what he had already r qu the 
ei here. He is {11d to have died peaczably, anc o fave 
been moſt henourably Buried, but by th. gereral tone 
ſcent of tne Latin Church, he is ſaid to have lia to 
P. rſia, whete after great Succeſs in his Aputtol cat l- 
niſtry for many Leus, he was at lait, fer bis t e and 
open Reproving the Superſtitious Rites and CH the 
Magi, cruel y murdered, by dei: g ty d to a Siuke, and 
ſhot to Death with Arrou s. 

5 T hat 
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That he was ore of the married Diſciples, manifeſtly 
appears, becauſe Euſebius gives the following Account 
of his Grandſons, Domitian the bloody Roman Tyrant, 
whoſe Wickedneſs had awakered in him the quickett 
Jealouſies, and made him ſuſpect every ore that had 
but the leaſt Pretence to be his Corrival in the Empire, 
being informed that ſome of the Lire of David, and 
Chrin's Kindred did yet remain; two Grard childrea 
of St. Jude, the Brother of our Lord, were brought be- 
fore him, who having confeſſed that they were of the 
Family and Race of Dawid, he inquired what Eſtates 
and Poſſeſſions they had, who told him, I hey had on- 
ly a few Acres of Land, out of the Improvement where- 
of they paid him Tribute, and maintaired themſelves 
with their own hard Labour, as by the hardneſs of their 
Hands did appear, which then they ſhewed bim. He 
then inquired of them concerning Chrilt, and what 
kind of Kingdom twas his followers talk'd of, and when 
it would appear, they reply'd, * That Chriſt's Kingdom 
was not of this World, nor did not conſiſt in the Gran- 


deur and Dominions thereof, but that his was an Hea- 


© yenly and Angelical Kingdom, and would finally take 
place at the End of the World, when coming in great 
* Glory, our Lord would Judge the Quick and the Dead, 
* and Reward every one according to their Works. The 
Emperor judging by their Simplicity and Meanneſs, that 
no Danger could accure to him, diſmiſſed them with out 
any Severity; however, they were accounted Cnriſtian 
Martyrs, and prefer d to great Employments in the 
Reign of the Emperor Trajan. 

St. Jude left only the Epiſtle of Catholick ard Uni- 
verſal Concern, inſcribed at large to all Chriſtians ; it 
was ſome Time before it met with a general Reception 
in the Church, but was afterwards added to the Scrip- 
ture Canon; the Author indeed ſtiles not himſelf an 
Apolile, no more doth St. James nor St. John, nor 
ſometimes St. Paul himſelf, and why ſhould he fare the 
worſe for calling himſelf, The Servant of Jeſus Chrift ; 
When he might have added, not only an Apoſtle, but 

the 
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the Brother of our Lord. The Deſign of his Epiſtle is 
to preſerve the Chriſtians from being infeded with the 
looſe and debauched Principles vented by Sh Man- 
gs, and his Followers, whoſe wretched Doctrines and 
Practices, he briefly and elegantly Repreſents, who 
ought to be avoided as pernicious Seducers, leit they 
ſhould periſh with them in that terrible Vengeance 
which was 1eady to overtake them. 


The 
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The Lift of St. Siuod the poſile, called the Zealote- 


— 


wrhs was Crucificd in Perſia. 


His Feſtival is obſerved with that of St. Jade, Oct 28 


87 Limon the A peſtle war, as ſome think, ere of 
de four Brothe:s of our Lord, Sons of 7% ph, by 
a 'ormer Marriage, in the Catalogue of the Apottles ke 
is called Simon the Cannanite, as alſo Simon ZLealcte, 
or the Zelit, prob:bly from his warm active Temper, 
and zealous forwardneſs in ſcme particular Wey or 
Profetiton cf Religion, before his coming to our Saviour, 
for the better uncerſtarding this, we muſt know, Thet 
there was a d'ſtinct dect among the Favs, called the 
Sect of the Zealots, they were earneſt Aſlertors of the 
Hor.our of the Law, and the Strictneſs and Purity of 
Rel gion, infomuch, that they took upon themſelves, 
to 
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£35 queſtion notorius Offerdors. without flaying for the 
ordinary Formalities of the Law; yea when the Caie 
requ ted, exccuting Capital Vergenc2 upon thein, till 
at length their Zeal degenerating into ali manner of Li- 
centiouſnels ard Extravagenc?, they only became the 
Peits of the Government at Home, but cpened a Door 
for the Romans to break in upon them to their fal, and 
irrecover ble Ruin 

They were continually prompting the People to tirow 
off the Roman Yoke, ard recover their Native Liberty, 
and thereby bringing all things into Diſorder and Contu- 
ſion, made Advantage to themſelves of theie ( mmotion: z 
Fo/ephus the Jen ii Hiilorian, con p ais g.wevuuſly of 
them, and gve* a large Acccunt cf their Secitious 
Practices, and every where bew'1s their Villanies, as 
being the greateſt Plague to thei: Nation; No, when 
Jeruſa em was clof.'y Pefieg:'d by tne Romans, they 
ceaied not to create T umu'ts ard atfrions within the City, 
ard were in e d he main C: uſe cf the rau ill Succe s 
in that fital Var, It is propayle that all who went 
under the No: on of this v«&, were of this ungodly 
ard wretc1ed lemper, but that ſome of them were of 
a moit ſober ard peaceable Diſccfition and as it is not 
to te doubtei, but that our Siu was one of that Sect 
in geveral, fo there is Reaſon to believe he was of the 
be er Sort, however, tiz's makes no more a Reflection 
upon his be ing called to the -\poltlethip, than it did upon 
St. Matthew. who wa before a Publican, or St. Paul's 
being a Phari/ce,and ſo Zealoufly Perſecuting the Church 
ct Ged. | 

Being inveſted in the Apoſtolical-Office, no further 
Mention is made in the Hiitory of the Goſpel, concern- 
ing what the Apoſtles did, till their Diſperſion up and 
down the World, and he then doubly apply'd him- 
ſe'f to the Performance of his Office and Charge. He 
is ſaid to have ditecte ! his Travels towards yt, 
therc2 to Cyrene and Africa, and throughout Mauratania 
and all Lybia, preaching the Goſpel ir thoſe remote and 


barbarous Countries, nor could tue coldneſs of the Cli- 
: mate 
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mate benum his Zeal, or hinder him from Shipping 
himſelf over to theſe Northern Parts of the World, yea, 
even to Britain itſelf, where he is [aid to have preached 
the Goſpel, and wrought many Miracles, and afterwards 
in Defiance of all the Troubles and Difficulties, which 
he underwent, ſuffered Martyrdom for the Faith of 
Chriſt, being Crucifed by the Infidels in the Eaſtern 
Country, and bur ed with them. 

Others indeed affirm, that after he had preached the 
Goſpel in Ægypt, he went into Meſopotamia, where he 
met with St. Jude the Apoſile, and accompanied him in 
his Journey to Per/ia, where having gained a conſider- 
able Harveſt to the Chriſtian Faith, they were both 
Crowned with Martyrdom ; but it is the Opinion of 
learned Men, That this Account hath no clear Founda- 


tion in Antiquity to build upon, 


The 
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The Life of St. MarTTHIAas, who Tas ſaid to have been 
firſt Stoned, and then Beheadcd. | 


His Memory is celebrated, Feb. 24. 


P Articular Remarks concerning St. Matthias, are not 
to be expected from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
he not being an Apoſtle of the firſt Election. He was 
one of our Lord's Diſciples, and probably one of the 
Seventy that had attended him the whole Courſe of the 
Publick Miniftry, and after his Deceaſe was Elected in- 
to the Apoſtleſhip upon this Occaſion, Judas {/cariot, 
who had been one of the Twelve, immediately called 
by Chriſt, to be one of his intimate Diſciples, equal! 
empowered and Commiſſioned with the reſt to — 
and Work Miracles, and yet all this while was a Mar. of 
vile and corrupt Defigns, branded with no meaner Cha- 


rater than Thief and Marderer, proſtituting Religi 
and the Honour of his Office to Covertouſnels, 2 


Ass, which baſe Temper betrayed him, as in the Iſſue, 
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to (ze mo? fat. And, foto the mo t deſperate Attempt, 
yea, to the mnt prud:gious impey that ever the Sun 
ſhare upon, riamel», the betra ing his Innocent Lord 
and Müller into the Hands of his cruel Enemies; but 
aft rwargawakned with the H-rrow of the Fact. his 
Conicierce ailicled him fo ſevercly, that not able to 
bear up under the furious Reveon,e: ct his own Mind, he 
never re <d till ie had ditpatchit hiniſelf by a violent 
Death 

A Vacarcy beirg thus made, the firſt Thing they did 
af.er (heir er tura from Mount Oliv, (where our Lord 
toox his leave of them to goto St. John's Houſe, in 
Mount Sion) was io fill up the Number with a p oper 
Perſon, two were t ropounded in Orger to the Choice, 
Fo/ep5 called Barſ. bas and Matitias, the way of E- 
lect on wa by Lot, accoruing to the uſual Cuſtom of 
the Jews in doubtful Caſes; the Lots being put in, 


Matthias's Name was drawn out, and ke thereby dig- 


nified with the Apo'olicil Office Not long atter the 
p.omiſed Powers of the Holy Gho?, were conterred up- 


on the Apoſtles, to qualify them fer that great and dittt- * 


cult Employment, upon which they were ſent, and 
among the ret, St Matthias beſtowed the firſt Fruits 
of his Miaiftry in the Province of Fud.a, where having 
Reaped a conſiderable Harveſt, he betook himſelf to o- 
ther Coun ries, one Write; that he P reached the Goſp el 
in Maced nia whire the Gcnti/es, to make an Experi- 
ment of his Faith and Integrity, gane him a Poiſonous 
and Intoxicating Potion, which he cbeerfu'ly drank off 


in the Name of Chriſt, without the leaſt Prejudice to- 


himſelf, and the ſame Pot on having deprived an Hundred 
and Fifty of their Sight, by his laying his Hands upon 
them, recovered them again. 

The Cres with more Probability, report him to 
have travelled Eaftward, iome ſay to Ethiopia, the 
Inhabitants where he came, were very Wild and Bar- 
barous, and his Uſage among them was accordingly ; 
for here meeting with a People cf a fierce and untracta- 
ble Humour, he was treated by them with great Inhu- 
manity 5 
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manity 3 from whom after all his [abqurs and Suff:r- 
ings, and a numerous converſion of Perſons to Chriſti- 
anity, he obtained at laſt che Crown of Martyrdum, 1a 
the fixty firſt Year from our Lord's Nativi'y, 

There is li tle certaimty of the manner of his Death; 
ſome Writers of Reputation, Report, That he died at | 
a Place called S:baſtople, and that he was buried near | 
the Temple of the Sun. Another relates, that he uus 
{eized by the Js, a+ a Blaſphemer to hare be-r ſrit | 
Stoned, and then fehaded, But the Greeks ard other 
Antiquarics write, that he was Crucike1, ard that his 
Pcdy was preſerved a lor g Time at Jeru/a/em, an ſ p- 
poſed to have been tranſlſated by the Devotion o' Ha, 
Mother to Cenſantine the Great at Remo ; where ſome | 
Parts of it are pretended to be ſhewn with grea Ve era- 
tion, tho? others with as much Fierceneſs c ntend. l hat 
his Relicks were brought to, and are f preſe-ved at 
Triers in Germany. ks Memory is ce'eb ard in the 
MHeſtern Churches, February, 24 Among many cther 
Apocryphal Writings attributed to the - polt'es, there 
was a Goſpel Publiſhed under the Name of St. Muzthias, 
| FE mentioned by Eſebius, and corndemi ed with the reit, ly | 
; Gol:/fus, a Biſhop of Rome, as it h d been Pejeved by | 
7 Ro:hers before him. Under his Name a fo, thcie were | 
| 
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extant Traditions cited b. C mens of Alexancria from 

wnerce doubtleſs the Nel ian publiſhed many vile and | 
- FEfcardalous Doctrines, and the Marcionites ant Vulan - 

tinians, under the pretenced Patronage of bis ame, de- | 
fenced ſome of their moſt abſurd and impious Opinions, 
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The Life of St. BAR NABAS the Apoſile of the Gentiles fir 
who was Stoni d by the Jews at Salamis. nc 


His Feſtival is cbſerved, June 11 th 
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E was firſt named 70% or Joſe ph, and afterward 
a Barnabas, which fignifies, the Son of Conſola- Pe- 
tion, given him by the Apoſtles, becauſe he had a fin-f: 
gular Gift and Art in Comforting the Weak, he being hi 
repreſented in the Holy Writ as a Perſon of a compaſſi - 
enate, eaſy, and mild Temper, very ready to forgive 
Injuries, yet of a Majeſtick and awful Carriage, com 
manding Reſpe& and Reverence, he was a Jesu of the 
Tribe of Levi, and is reckoned to be the Principal offre⸗ 
the ſeverity Diſciples After our Lord's Aſcenſion, 
perceiving that the Neceſſities of the Churches require; in 
Relief, he ſold an Eſtate which he had in the Ifle offar 
Cyprus, and brought the whole Price to be diftributedþg:; 
by the Apoltles, to thoſe that were molt Indigent, andfon 
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s fin Want; this Practice was followed by ſeveral other 
Chriſtians at that Time, none of them thinking it juſt 
or Reaſonable for themſelves to live in Plenty, while 
their Brethren were reduced to Streights for want of the 
Conveniences of this Life, and therefore had all Things 
common, wherein the Charity of Barnabas was very 
Remarkable, his Eſtate being much larger than any of 
the reſt, who yet gave the firit Example of Charity and 
Bounty to the Church, 

After the Sale of his Eſtate, he made his Reſidence 
in Feru/al:m, whither St. Paul coming three Years 
after his Converſion, the Apoſtles denied him Admit- 
tance into their Society, who had been ſuch a furious 
Proſecutor of the Chriſtians, and made his Name terri- 
ble among them. But Barnabas took him, and brought 
im to the Apoſtles, and declared unto them, how he 
had ſeen the Lord on the Way, and how he had ſpoken 
o him, and that he had preached boldly at Damaſcus, 
n the Name of Jeſus, whereupon he was received into 
heir Fellowſhip, and he with them, coming in and 
going out at Jeruſalim, aſl:rting to the Jesus, that 
ſeſus was the true Meas, by which he ſo much inraged 

e 7ews, called Heleniſt, that they conſpired to take 
way his Life. 

Some Years after, ſome Chriſtian Jeaus, fled from 
vardſhe Perſccution that was raiſed at Feruſalem, a bout St, 
ola- Perphen; now when they were in the Church of An- 
ſin-5ach, and they Miniſtred to the Lord, the Holy Ghoſt 
eing id, Seperate me, Barnabas and Saul, for the Work, 
gaſſi-hereto I have call them; ſo when they had faſted 
giveind prayed, and laid their Hands on them, they ſent 
com- em au ey. Barnabas coming to An ae, to fet Things 
then Order, upon his Arrival, beheld with great Joy, the 
al offreat Progreſs of the Goſpel among them, and echort- 
fond them to continue Stediaft in the 'i'ruth and Doc- 


uredpines of Chriitianity, confirmed many therein, he aſter- 
ſle otfard ſent for Paul to Autioch, io aſſiſt him in the Pro- 
butedÞgation of the Goſpel; and he with Paul, carry'd the 
, andÞontribution of the Chriitians of Antioch, to Feruſa- 

1 lem : 
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158 The Life of St. BARN ABAS. 

lim: At lergth upon ſome Difference about Circumciſion, 
they were ſeperated, Barnabas failing to Cyprus, and 
Paul to _fria and Cilicia, but they were afterward fully 
reconciled, retaining their Chriſtian Charity, and Love 
one to another, and to the Souls of their Brethren, and 
then parted by diſtant Regicns from ezch other. 

Some of the Ancients write, that he continued till 
hie Death in Cyprus, but preached the Goſpel in other 
Pl:ces, and was ſent by bim to Criath, along with Ii. 
tus. He was a Prophet and a Teacher, of whom the 
Cour-cil of the Apoſtles gave this Character, that he 
was a Man who had hazarded his Life for the Lord Je- 
fus. ard had entirely given up himſelf to the Labour of 
Preaching the Goſpel. There is an Epiſtle that goes 
under his Name; which if he was the Author of, he 
m it have lived till after the Deliruftion of Jeruſalem 
which was ſeventy Years after the Birth of our Saviour 
and is Recorded to have fuffered Martyrdom, being ſtoned 
to Death by the Ferwvs at Salamis, and to have beer 
bu-i:d within a Furlong of that City, there is likewiſe 
Goſpel attributed to him, as well as to St. Matthias 
and anorher of the Acts of Barnabas, pretended to be 
writ en by Jon, Mart his Couſin, who wert with him 
in o Cyprus, but both of them ſeem to be the Invention. 
of © e Perions in latter Age, being filled with Fable 
and Imper. inencies. 
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The Life of St Paul, aui was beheaded at Rome, by 


4 Neko, the Roman Tyrazt. 
y | 
4 His Fealt is celebrated, January 25. 


4 


JJ hy 97 
DJ * 3 * Wi —Y 
* * | bx 
JW 


fable? cla, a City very Rich, with an Academy ard 
nos for Polite T.,carning and Philoſopphy; his Pa- 
nts were Jervs of the Tribe of Bes mig, the youngeſt 
on cf the cl Patra-ch Facob, who thus Prophecied of 
im, B njomin, Q:li r:ven as a Wolf, in the Mornin 
ch ell devour the Prey, end at Night divide the Spoil; N 
13 Propietical Charafer, T7+r 'ulian and others after 41 
a, will have o be ac:omrliſhed in our Apoſtle, as 
Ravenous Wolf in the Morning, cevouring the Prey: 
nat s, a Perſecutor of the Church, in the firit Part 
hs Liſe, defroying the Flock of God; and in the 
rening dividing the Spoil, that is, In bis declining and 
üuced Age. as 2 Doctor of the Nations, feeling and 
criouting to Chriſt's Sheep. 
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 bedrim, and a Doctor of the Civil law, who made thi 


260 The Life of St, Pauli. | 
In his Youth he was educated at Tarſus, being fully 
inꝰ rudted in the Schools in all Liberal Arts and Sciences 
whereby he came acquainted with all Foreign Learning, 
and the Fews having a Maxim, That be who Learn 
not his Son a Trade, teacheth him to be a Thief, he was 
bred a T'ent maker, and therefore in the Writings of th, 
Publ, they were generally nominated by their Cal 
ng, abt Foſes the Tanner, Rabhi Fochanan th 
Son mater, Rabhi Judea the Bater : They daily work 
ing at er T'rades, to maintain themſcly.s with the. 
owi . is hiving laid t oundations of human Learniry 
at Tar/ur, e ent by hi: Parents to Jeruſalem, 
be parfected in (be racy of the Law, under the Tutelagh, 
of Rabbi Gama { he Son of that Simeon, who 
thought carre into te Temple and took Chriſt in h 
Arms, Gamalicl was a Preſident of the Court of the Sa. 


wiſe and excel ent Speech in behalf of the Apoſtles ar 
their Doctrine, nav, he is ſaid, to be a Chrittian, an 
his ſitting in that great Counc l, was connived at by t 
Apoſtles, that he might the better favour their Aﬀairff 
Among the various Sets of the Few: Church, he w 
eſpecially educated in the Principles and Inſtitutions 
the Phari/ces, who were exceſſively proud and Inſole 
cenſuring whoſoever was not in their Way, as Rep 
bates, counting none pious but themſelves, and that 
others were Sons of the Earth, probably Paul mig 
be of a better Principle then ſome others, howeve 
he could not endure Cortraciction nor Novelty in Nes 
ligion, and therefore when the Fervs put St. Stephen 
Death, he food by, and kept the, Cloaths of his Exeqhe 
tioners, ard thereby loudly proclaimed his Conſent to pe 
Martyrdom. A 


The Storm thus began, a violent Perſecution of es 
Chriſt:ans began at Feruſalem, wherein our Apoſtle Mon 
a prime Agent, being employed by the High Prieſt, Era! 
hunt and find out thoſe new Hereticks, who preacly.;,, 
againſt the Law of Ae, getting a Warrant from pon 
Sanhedrim, to go and diſturb the Synagogues at Danſec e 


rus, where many of the poor diſtreſſed Children were 
es, ed. But God defigning him for Work of another Na- 
ag, ure, ftopt him in his Journey, as we reid at large in 
As of the Apoſiles, as likewiſe of his Travels in Pale- 
Jie, and adjacent Countries, and his dangerous Voy:ge 
o Rome. | 

When he came to Rome, he acquainted the F-nu;h 
Conſiſt ry, that tho' he h-d been guilty of no Crime, jet 
ie was delivered into the Hands of the Roman Governors, 
daly ſor his conſtant afferting the Reſurrectioa of the 
Head, which was the hope of every true Mraelite. They 
zeplyed, That th:y had received no Advice concerning 
i Relig on, which was every where decryed both by 
eus ani Gentiles At a Day appointed, he diſcourſed 
d them from Morning to Night, concerning the Doc- 
rine of the Holy Jeſus, yet ſome perſi irg in their Infi- 
nu, he to'd chem pl inly, that henceforth he would turn 
is Preachi”g to the Ge tiles, who would be glad to 
ccept what they had ſ-ornfully rejected, : 
US He was called by two Names, one Hebrew, the other 
Rai 1tin; probably referring both to his Fexuy/b and Roman 
ie WMapacity and Relation, Saul was a Name common in 
dns he Tribe f Benjamin, ever fince the firſt King of 1/rael, 
ſole. ho was choſen out of that Tribe, in Memory whereof 
&ePiflhey ſo named their Children at their Circumcifion. His 
hat I ther was Paul, aſſumed by him, as ſome think, at his 
migEonverſion to denote his Humility, ard others, that it 
wevdh: 
in NPoman Governor to the Chriltian Faith. 
phen After this he was brought to his firſt hearing, before 
ExeGhe Roman 7 mperor, where thoſe Friends which he 
t do qepected ſhould ſtand by him, plainly deſerted him, 
t Ged ſtood by him. and encouraged him, Two 
n of ears he preached at Rome, in his own hired Houſe, 
ſtle Wonverting ſome of all Ranks and Qualities, yea, ſe- 
ieſt, Feral belonging to the Court itſelf, here he met with 
reacſ ter, and they were both together thrown into Priſon 


rom pon the Perſecution raiſed againſt the Chriſtians, under 
ſet ence they had fired the City, though it was doue by 
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in Memory of his Converting Sergius Paulus, the 
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. ſpecial Commind. ' S-me of the Ancients mak 
him engaged with Peter, in procuring the Fall of th 
miſefab'e Wretch, Simon Magus, which ſtirred up th 
Emperor's i »lacable Rage ard Fury ageinſt him. 
-nother Wir a having converted one of Ncrg's Co 
Kubi c., fen he was cxtcamly Fond, and reduce 


01% of macn trifine's and! hallity, fo tha. ſh 
Kei te, efriſ-d © comp - with the Emperor” « want” 
ard in pure En,. ura c, ke thereypen treate:: [the 22 it 

out a 10! f. "ID 428 8 him In pattor, and a Pet > 


his Subj. & , gi in 90 ceis, that he ſhould be kat t 
Priſon, but un ait dig that he iti | co'1. ued to pet 
wade the Lazy, Who vitred bir, to cont nue in he 
he tie 5 ard 510 8 Teſolutn In. he ommauded 1111 k 
bz put 10 Death, as a Leman Cit ze: s th Ws _ m Pte 
from Scourging, as Na eractors. uſe to (e buf re tre 
F.xecution, to which when he was led, be! 12 5 d to kay 
Converted three Soldiers, who graried tim, nd Fn 
a few Days after, by the Eperor's Co: n. ani, becz: 
Mariyts for the Faith. Being cone to the Pl co, 
three Mies from Ram. he chearfuly gave !:is ual | 
the fatal Stroke. Crucify-ng beirg to infe 10432 Rca 
for any but the worſt of Slaves, behcad'nn bi in 
a more noble kind of De th, among moſt [\ati- 
Traditicn reports, {which many of the F _ verif 

that when he was behezded, a L:quor more like Mi 
than Blood, iſtued from his Veins, and ſpurted uron t 
Cloths of the E xecutioner, which St. Chry/o/tarm fait 
- became the Means of his Converfion, with many o: 

to the Faith . He adds, that the Apoſt'e ed M 
tyrdam in the” ſixty eight Year of his Age, > * uf 
tine built a ſtately Church to his Memory, whe: 
| bis Remair* were buricdabout two hundred Years after 
| 
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